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/EINPresswire.com/ -- After a major

storm or hurricane, one of the most

critical concerns for property owners is

roof integrity. High winds, hail, and

heavy rainfall can cause both visible

and hidden damage that, if left

unaddressed, may lead to long-term

structural problems. Understanding

the proper steps to take immediately

following a severe weather event is

essential for maintaining safety and

preventing additional loss.

With more than four decades of

experience in the roofing industry,

Thad Brown, owner and founder of

Dynamic Alliance Roofing LLC in

Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin,

emphasizes the importance of acting

methodically and safely after a storm rather than rushing into repairs or inspections. “The period

right after a storm is when mistakes are often made,” Brown said. “Those first few hours

determine whether a roof is preserved or compromised further.”

Initial Safety and Assessment

The first and most important consideration after any major weather event is personal safety.

Downed power lines, falling debris, and weakened structures can create immediate hazards.

Roofs in particular may appear stable but can be compromised by hidden fractures or displaced

materials. Any inspection should begin from the ground using visual assessment tools such as

binoculars or drone imaging.

Walking on a roof that has sustained damage is never advisable until a professional inspection

confirms structural soundness. Collapsed decking, loosened shingles, and damaged trusses may

not be visible from the exterior. A cautious approach ensures that no one is injured while
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assessing the extent of the storm’s impact.

Identifying Visible and Hidden Roof Damage

Storm damage can manifest in several ways depending on

the type of roof and the nature of the storm. High winds

often lift or tear away shingles, exposing the underlayment

and decking to moisture. Hail can create pockmarks or

fractures that weaken the protective granules of asphalt

shingles, while heavy rain may reveal pre-existing

vulnerabilities in flashing or sealant points.

After a visual inspection, signs of potential roof damage include:

Missing, cracked, or displaced shingles

Granule accumulation in gutters or at the base of downspouts

Water stains or leaks visible on interior ceilings

Dented vents, flashing, or metal trim

Debris such as branches resting on or embedded in the roof surface

Even if a roof appears intact, underlying damage can exist beneath the surface. Water infiltration

is especially deceptive, as it often seeps into insulation or attic spaces before becoming visible.

This kind of hidden damage is one of the primary reasons professional inspection is necessary

following severe storms.

Temporary Protective Measures

If damage is evident and water intrusion is occurring, temporary protective measures can help

prevent further loss. Roofing tarps, plastic sheeting, or specialized sealing membranes can

provide short-term coverage until professional repairs are performed.

Securing these materials should always be done safely, using proper equipment and only when

conditions are stable. If access to the roof is unsafe, ground-level protection—such as placing

buckets or containers beneath leaks and removing valuables from affected areas—can reduce

immediate interior damage.

Temporary measures are exactly that—temporary. They serve to minimize short-term risk but

cannot substitute for professional restoration. Improperly installed tarps or patches may trap



moisture rather than repel it, creating additional problems over time.

Documenting Damage for Insurance and Repairs

Accurate documentation plays a critical role in storm recovery. Before any cleanup or repairs

begin, photographs should be taken from multiple angles showing visible damage. Images of

gutters, siding, and yard debris can also help create a complete record of the event.

Written notes detailing the date, time, and nature of the storm, as well as any immediate steps

taken, provide valuable context for both insurance and repair professionals. Maintaining these

records helps ensure accountability and transparency throughout the recovery process.

Professional roofers who specialize in storm response often work alongside insurance adjusters

to verify the extent of the damage. This collaboration ensures that assessments are thorough

and that necessary repairs are identified early before further deterioration occurs.

Timing and Professional Inspection

Once immediate safety and temporary protection have been addressed, scheduling a

professional roof inspection is the next critical step. Qualified roofing experts can identify both

visible and hidden damage using diagnostic tools and experience gained from decades in the

field.

In areas like Wisconsin, where roofs endure extreme seasonal changes, timely inspection helps

prevent moisture trapped during the warmer months from freezing and expanding in winter.

This freeze-thaw cycle is a major contributor to long-term roof degradation and structural

weakening.

An inspection also determines whether repairs or replacement are the most practical solution

based on the roof’s age, materials, and level of damage. Acting quickly ensures that minor issues

do not develop into major structural failures later.

The Importance of Routine Maintenance Before and After Storms

The most effective storm recovery strategy begins long before severe weather arrives. Routine

maintenance—such as clearing gutters, trimming nearby trees, and checking flashing—reduces

the likelihood of extensive damage. A well-maintained roof is far more resilient to high winds

and impact than one already weakened by age or neglect.

After each storm season, routine checkups can catch small problems early. Consistent care not

only extends the lifespan of roofing materials but also strengthens overall building

performance.



In the aftermath of a storm, combining preventive care with professional evaluation ensures that

the roof remains strong enough to protect the structure below.

A Methodical Approach to Post-Storm Recovery

The hours and days following a major storm can be stressful and uncertain. However, a

deliberate, step-by-step response protects property and minimizes unnecessary risk. Safety

comes first, followed by visual assessment, temporary protection, documentation, and

professional inspection.

This approach ensures that every layer of damage—from the visible to the hidden—is properly

addressed. In the roofing industry, the difference between lasting structural integrity and

ongoing repair cycles often depends on how those first steps are handled.

About Dynamic Alliance Roofing LLC

Dynamic Alliance Roofing LLC, based in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, provides expert roofing

solutions for both residential and commercial structures. With more than 40 years of hands-on

experience, founder Thad Brown leads a team dedicated to structural integrity, precision

craftsmanship, and long-term roof performance across the region.
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