
New Research Challenges a Century of
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The Dyslexic Advantage film explores new

neuroscience linking dyslexia to

innovation, episodic memory, and

discovery

SEATTLE, WA, UNITED STATES, October

29, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- For

more than a hundred years, the world

has treated dyslexia as simply a

reading disorder. That definition has

helped millions of children get

essential support, but it has also

blinded us to something much larger.

But dyslexia isn’t only about reading. It’s about how people think.

These ideas are explored in The Dyslexic Advantage, a new documentary film from Dyslexic

This is not a feel-good

message; it’s a scientific one.

The sooner we recognize it,

the better prepared we’ll be

to build systems that allow

these minds to thrive.”

Fernette Eide, M.D.

Advantage, now available at

https://DyslexicAdvantage.movie

The neurologist Samuel T. Orton, who first described

dyslexia in the early 20th century, never saw it as a single

deficit. He noted that many of his patients—brilliant,

curious individuals who struggled in a specific way with

written words—also showed exceptional abilities in spatial

reasoning, pattern recognition, and creative problem-

solving. Orton viewed dyslexia as a distinctive cognitive

profile, not a defect.

Over the century that followed, research narrowed. In the 1980s, the “phonological deficit” model

took over, and with it came a generation of clinical and educational practices focused almost

exclusively on fixing what was missing rather than understanding what was different.

“But new science is catching up to what Orton and generations of dyslexic thinkers themselves

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://dyslexicadvantage.movie


Dr. Fernette Eide studies a brain model thinking

about differences in dyslexic brain structures.

Episodic Memory and MIND Strengths

have always known,” says Dr. Fernette

Eide, co-author of The Dyslexic

Advantage. “Dyslexia is not a single

disorder—it’s a distinctive pattern of

strengths and challenges that reflects a

different kind of brain organization.”

Neuroscience research now points to

distinctive patterns in the default mode

network (DMN)—the brain’s system for

imagination, episodic memory, and

internal reflection. These differences

may underlie the very reasoning

strengths that shape how dyslexic

people innovate, connect ideas, and

see the world.

In The Dyslexic Advantage book

(updated 2023), Drs. Brock and

Fernette Eide describe four recurring

reasoning profiles—Material,

Interconnected, Narrative, and

Dynamic reasoning—each supported

by the DMN and the brain’s episodic

memory system. These MIND

strengths help explain why dyslexic

individuals often thrive in fields that

demand creativity, spatial reasoning,

and foresight.

Research by Dr. Helen Taylor and others suggests that dyslexia may even reflect an adaptive bias

toward exploration: a brain organization designed to seek out new ideas and possibilities rather

than repeat old patterns. In evolutionary terms, this specialization would have been vital for

human progress. (Read her paper in Frontiers in Psychology here.)

If roughly 15 percent of the world’s population shares this exploratory cognitive bias, the

question becomes urgent. Why are we still defining dyslexia only by what it can’t do?

The Eides argue that the clinical and research fields need to recognize the broader cognitive

phenotype of dyslexia—the full range of reasoning and memory differences that shape how

people learn, create, and solve problems.

“This is not a feel-good message; it’s a scientific one,” Dr. Eide adds. “The sooner we recognize it,

the better prepared we’ll be to build systems that allow these minds to thrive.”

The Dyslexic Advantage film and book explore these ideas in depth. Learn more at

www.DyslexicAdvantage.org and www.DyslexicAdvantage.movie.

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychology/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.889245/full
http://www.DyslexicAdvantage.org
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