
Sourcetable Unveils World's First Operational
Spreadsheet Platform

Founders Eoin McMillan and Andrew Grosser

Breakthrough technology transforms

spreadsheets from passive calculation

tools into active systems that execute

tasks across the internet autonomously.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, UNITED STATES,

October 30, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Sourcetable today announced

Connectors, introducing what the

company describes as the world's first

operational spreadsheet - a

fundamental reimagining of

spreadsheet technology that shifts the

paradigm from passive data storage to

active task execution across internet-

connected systems.

The launch represents a categorical advance comparable to Google's transformation of

The spreadsheet for the

next billion users — both

human and AI.”

Forbes

spreadsheets from desktop software to collaborative cloud

platforms. Where Google Sheets enabled multiple users  to

work simultaneously on shared data, Sourcetable enables

spreadsheets themselves to work - autonomously

executing tasks, manipulating external systems, and

orchestrating complex workflows across applications and

databases.

From Passive to Active: A New Category

For four decades, spreadsheets have functioned as calculation engines and data repositories.

Users input information, formulas process it, charts visualize it, but the spreadsheet itself

remains fundamentally static—a tool that responds to human commands but cannot act

independently in the digital world.

Sourcetable's operational spreadsheet architecture breaks this limitation. The platform can
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initiate actions across connected

services, execute multi-step processes,

and modify external systems based on

spreadsheet logic—all while

maintaining the familiar grid interface

that 2 billion daily users already

understand.

The distinction is significant: traditional

spreadsheets calculate and display;

operational spreadsheets calculate,

decide, and execute.

The Technical Breakthrough

Sourcetable Connectors creates

bidirectional integration between

spreadsheet cells and internet services.

Unlike one-way data imports that

require manual refresh, the system

establishes live connections where

spreadsheets can both read from and

write to external platforms in real-

time.

A spreadsheet can monitor a Shopify

store, detect inventory changes,

calculate reorder quantities, and

automatically submit purchase orders

to suppliers—executing the entire

supply chain logic without human

intervention. The spreadsheet becomes the operating system for business processes rather than

merely documenting them.

Natural language processing enables non-technical users to command these operations.

Instructions like "send personalized emails to everyone in column A using their purchase history

in column B" translate into executed actions across connected email services, with complete

audit trails logged in spreadsheet cells.

Real-World Operation: Email Automation

The email integration demonstrates operational capability in practice. Traditional spreadsheets

can store contact lists and draft message templates, but a human must copy the information



into an email client and manually send each message.

An operational spreadsheet processes the same data actively. It connects to email services,

generates personalized messages for each recipient, executes the sending sequence, captures

delivery confirmations, and logs all activity back into the spreadsheet - transforming hours of

manual work into minutes of autonomous operation. Technical implementation details are

available at  https://blog.sourcetable.com/email-from-a-spreadsheet/.

Three-Layer Integration Architecture

The platform operates through multiple integration tiers:

Pre-Built Connectors provide tested, production-ready integrations with major platforms

including Google Ads, Shopify, Stripe, and PostgreSQL databases. These connections offer

immediate operational capability for common business systems.

Generative Connectors enable integration with any internet service by analyzing API

documentation and generating connection code in real-time. This approach extends operational

capability to thousands of services beyond pre-built options.

Credential Vault manages authentication securely, storing API keys and passwords with granular

permission controls that users can modify or revoke at any time.

The interface maintains Excel compatibility—formulas, charts, cell references function

identically—ensuring that existing spreadsheet expertise translates directly to operational

capabilities.

Operational Use Cases Across Industries

Marketing teams can deploy operational spreadsheets that continuously pull advertising

performance data from Google Ads, Facebook, and TikTok, automatically pause

underperforming campaigns, reallocate budgets to top performers, and distribute updated

reports to stakeholders—all executing without manual intervention.

Sales organizations can implement spreadsheets that monitor CRM systems for new leads,

automatically send personalized outreach sequences, track response rates, schedule follow-ups,

and update deal stages based on customer interactions.

E-commerce operations can run spreadsheets that stream real-time order data from Shopify or

Stripe, calculate inventory requirements, submit restocking orders to suppliers, update product

listings, and synchronize warehouse management systems.

Finance departments can automate expense monitoring through spreadsheets that connect to

https://blog.sourcetable.com/email-from-a-spreadsheet/


accounting platforms, flag unusual transactions, categorize spending, generate compliance

reports, and route approvals—transforming static financial records into active monitoring

systems.

Leadership Vision

"Spreadsheets are the most successful software in business history, but they've been

fundamentally passive - they sit there waiting for humans to feed them data and manually

execute their insights," said Andrew Grosser, co-founder and CTO of Sourcetable. "Operational

spreadsheets change the equation entirely. The spreadsheet becomes a member of the team

that can actually do things - send emails, update databases, orchestrate workflows - while

maintaining the transparency and control that makes spreadsheets trusted in the first place."

Historical Context and Industry Impact

The evolution of spreadsheet technology has occurred in distinct phases: VisiCalc invented the

category in 1979, Excel established desktop dominance in the 1990s, and Google Sheets

pioneered cloud collaboration in the 2000s. Each advance expanded capability while maintaining

the core spreadsheet paradigm.

Sourcetable's operational model represents the next categorical shift - not merely enhancing

how humans interact with spreadsheets, but fundamentally changing what spreadsheets can

accomplish autonomously.

As autonomous AI agents proliferate - projected to reach 1.3 billion by 2028 from several million

today - operational spreadsheets provide infrastructure where human oversight and AI

execution coexist transparently. Businesses can automate workflows without abandoning

familiar tools or sacrificing visibility into automated processes.

"The biggest advances in software come from making powerful capabilities accessible to

mainstream users," said Tom Preston-Werner, GitHub co-founder and Sourcetable investor

through Preston-Werner Ventures. "Sourcetable isn't asking people to become programmers or

adopt complex automation platforms. It's taking the tool they already use every day and making

it operational. That's a fundamental shift."

About Sourcetable

Founded by Eoin McMillan and Andrew Grosser, Sourcetable is a San Francisco-based company

building operational spreadsheet infrastructure for marketing, finance, sales, data analysis, and

operations. The company has raised funding from Long Journey Ventures, Bee Partners,

NextView Ventures, Preston-Werner Ventures, and prominent angel investors. Additional

information is available at https://sourcetable.com.
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