ﬁPREsswiRE

Florida Teacher Makes History with Royal
Conservatory of Music Award

TAMPA, FL, UNITED STATES, November 6, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- In a proud moment for Florida’s
music community, classical pianist and teacher Mary
Wendelken has been named the 2025 Teacher of
Distinction for the Southeastern United States. She will
be receiving her award from the Royal Conservatory of
Music in Tampa at the University of South Florida in
March of 2026, becoming the first music educator from
Florida to earn the honor.

The award, one of the most respected in music
education, recognizes teachers who demonstrate
creativity, innovation and an unwavering commitment to
their students. Each year, the Conservatory honors
educators whose passion for teaching helps shape future
generations of musicians.

Wendelken’'s nomination came from her students,
colleagues and parents, who praised her ability to make
classical music both rigorous and relevant in a quickly
changing world. They highlighted her innovative teaching
methods, strong student performance results and leadership in mentoring other teachers.

Mary Wendelken

“Being the first in Florida to receive this award makes it even more special,” Wendelken said.
“Tampa Bay is a city alive with people from around the world, yet authentic classical training
remains rare here. At Wendelken Piano Studio, we fill that gap by offering intense, quality
training with the prestige of the Royal Conservatory. We specialize in helping intermediate and
advanced students progress quickly, giving our community access to world-class classical music
education.”

Wendelken is the founder of Wendelken Piano Studio, one of Tampa Bay'’s leading classical music
studios since 1996, producing scores of State Winners with the NFMC in both piano and voice,
dozens of Gold and Silver Medalists with the Royal Conservatory, and multiple scholarship
recipients to some of the country’s finest colleges and universities.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.rcmusic.com/about-us/news/congratulations-to-the-2025-teachers-of-distinctio
https://www.rcmusic.com/about-us/news/congratulations-to-the-2025-teachers-of-distinctio
https://tampapiano.com/

Wendelken settled in Tampa Bay upon returning from England, where she did her Master’s
studies under scholarship at the Royal Academy of Music, and founded classical studios in
London and Birmingham, England while pursuing her career as a concert pianist and chamber
musician.

Her musical journey includes several national and international honors, including wins at the
Columbus Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition, American Music Scholarship Association
International Finals, and many others. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Piano
Performance, Magna Cum Laude, from SUNY Purchase in New York, where she studied under
Tung Kwong-Kwong, the last protégeé of Artur Schnabel, a direct link from the teaching lineage of
Beethoven.

The Teacher of Distinction Award has been a hallmark of excellence in Canada for more than a
decade. Since 2019, the Royal Conservatory has expanded eligibility to educators in the United
States. This year, the organization received more than 1,400 nominations, making Wendelken’s
win even more remarkable.

Her award shines a spotlight on Florida's thriving arts community and the lasting impact of
teachers who dedicate their lives to keeping music alive.
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