
Residents Warn Gauthier Lake Plan Could
Trigger Long-Term Aquifer Instability in
Cedarburg

Cedar Creek in Cedarburg WI

TOWN OF CEDARBURG, WI, UNITED

STATES, November 12, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Community

concern continues to grow around the

proposed Gauthier lake, a 13.2-acre

artificial basin that would require more

than 45 million gallons of water to fill

and an estimated 14 million gallons

annually to offset natural evaporation.

The owners of Gauthier Biomedical are

seeking to build the lake on private

land—but residents, hydrologists, and

conservation advocates warn that the

long-term strain on Cedarburg’s

aquifer could be substantial,

permanent, and irreversible.

For many who live along Cedar Creek, the primary issue isn’t merely the initial volume of water

required to fill the lake, though that number is staggering. The deeper problem lies in the long-

term hydrological shift the project would create. Aquifers are not static vats of water; they are

dynamic systems that rely on a balance between recharge (from rain, soil infiltration, and natural
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drainage patterns) and discharge (through wells, springs,

streams, and wetlands). When a man-made lake acts as a

continuous “sink,” it pulls groundwater toward it, changing

the direction and rate of natural groundwater flow.

A longtime resident who has attended multiple Town

meetings explained the concern bluntly: “Once the pump

turns on, it never stops. The lake never stops evaporating.

The aquifer never gets a break. This isn’t a one-time water

fill — it’s a permanent drain.”

http://www.einpresswire.com


This warning aligns with decades of hydrological research. Global groundwater-sustainability

studies show that even moderate withdrawals, when made continuously, can degrade aquifer

performance and reduce discharge into nearby streams and wetlands. A peer-reviewed analysis

published in Journal of Hydrology notes that incremental extraction can push groundwater

systems past tipping points, causing long-term declines in water availability.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022169425003981

In a watershed like Cedarburg’s—where shallow wells, wetlands, and cold-water tributaries are

tightly interconnected—any artificial basin of this scale disrupts water-table equilibrium. When a

lake of this depth and acreage is dug into permeable soils, groundwater begins to flow toward

the basin, effectively lowering water levels in surrounding areas unless continually replenished

by rainfall or pumping.

Ecologists also warn that artificial lakes in sensitive watershed zones create cascading

environmental impacts. These include:

• Reduced groundwater discharge into creeks, leading to lower baseflow during dry periods

• Loss of cold-water inflow that supports fish species, particularly in trout-supporting systems

upstream

• Degradation of wetlands that depend on stable water tables

• Warmer downstream water resulting from altered flow conditions

• Habitat disruption for amphibians, birds, and macroinvertebrates

Moreover, every gallon that enters the lake must also be maintained. Southeastern Wisconsin

experiences summer evaporation rates of four to six inches per month. For a lake of this size,

this translates to more than a million gallons lost in peak months. Residents worry that during

dry years, when groundwater levels naturally fall, the lake’s demand for replenishment will

become even more aggressive, forcing the aquifer to compensate and further lowering the water

table.

Experts in water governance emphasize that groundwater management is not just a scientific

issue but also a community-rights issue. Legal scholars such as Professor Robert Glennon, who

writes extensively about the dangers of unmonitored groundwater extraction, stress that

ignoring cumulative impacts is one of the fastest pathways to regional water crises.

https://issues.org/glennon/

Residents argue that Cedarburg is poised to repeat this mistake by treating the Gauthier lake

proposal as an isolated event rather than the precedent-setting decision it truly is. If one large

artificial lake is approved with minimal oversight, others may follow. Each additional project

compounds the strain on the aquifer, creating exponential—not linear—risk.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022169425003981
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022169425003981
https://issues.org/glennon/
https://issues.org/glennon/


Water advocates point to documented cases in Wisconsin where incremental groundwater

withdrawals led to the drying of wetlands, the collapse of cold-water streams, and long-term

ecological degradation. These outcomes were not caused by one massive extraction but by

numerous smaller stressors that collectively overwhelmed the system.

This is why residents are calling for a full hydrological and environmental impact

assessment—something that has not yet been presented to the public. They want independent

groundwater modeling, seasonal impact projections, wetland-analysis data, and specific

evaluations of how the lake will alter water availability during drought conditions.

Cedarburg residents also highlight the unusual lack of public notification around the project.

Many did not learn of the proposal until just days before a key board meeting. Some of the

people most affected—those living directly along Cedar Creek—received no official notice at all.

The absence of basic transparency has intensified public distrust.

Given these concerns, residents insist that the Town has a responsibility to pause the project.

They point to Wisconsin’s Public Trust Doctrine, which protects water resources for all citizens.

Converting tens of millions of gallons of shared groundwater into a private recreational lake,

they argue, conflicts with both the spirit and the function of this doctrine.

Conservation groups, including the River Alliance of Wisconsin, have long emphasized the

importance of community involvement in groundwater decisions. Their work highlights how local

governments must weigh private landowner desires against long-term regional water stability.

https://wisconsinrivers.org/

For Cedarburg residents, this is not a debate about property rights but about ecological reality. A

project of this magnitude carries consequences far beyond one parcel of land. It affects the

water table, the creek, the wetlands, the wells, and the future resilience of the entire

community.

As one resident put it, “Water doesn’t recognize property lines. Neither should our decision-

making.”

Citizens of Cedarburg

Save Cedar Creek
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