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Little Feet Pediatric Therapy Announces New
Report on Speech Therapy Strategies for
Children with Hearing Loss

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,
November 18, 2025/
EINPresswire.com/ -- Little Feet
Pediatric Therapy in Washington DC,
the pediatric therapy provider
dedicated to empowering children’s
communication and development,
announces a new in-depth report
offering practical, evidence-informed
guidance for supporting speech and
language development in children who
are deaf or hard of hearing. .'. ...
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With an emphasis on early
intervention, the report affirms that
the path to confident communication
is diverse and deeply personal, and

that no child’s “voice” necessarily needs
to be spoken.
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Hearing loss, whether mild or profound, presents unique challenges to a child’s early language
acquisition. Little Feet Pediatric Therapy's new report explores how typical developmental
milestones, are disrupted when a child can’t perceive certain sounds.

This includes things like “baby babble,” which depend on listening and imitation.

This effect is not limited to total deafness, however. Even partial hearing loss, especially at high
frequencies (think “s,” “t,” “th"”), can undermine a child’s ability to learn and reproduce essential
speech sounds. Over time, these early barriers may translate into difficulty with following
directions, understanding more complex sentences, or producing fluent, clear speech.

The report outlines several communication approaches, each reflecting different values, needs,
and aspirations for the child's future.
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In some cases, families may opt for a sign language-only approach. For families who prioritize
signed communication, the report recommends building a fully visual language environment.
Here, sign language becomes the primary mode of interaction, and speech therapists help
children master expressive and receptive signing.

On the other hand, auditory-verbal therapy (AVT) capitalizes on any residual hearing a child may
have and often involves amplification technologies. In this case, speech therapists guide children
to harness their listening skills, focusing on spoken language without relying on sign or visual
cues.

However, the most common approach is a hybrid model, integrating spoken language with
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). This may involve sign language, picture
boards, or written cues, all layered with spoken communication as appropriate.

“Early intervention makes all the difference,” says the report, underscoring that children’s brains
are uniquely primed in their early years to absorb language. Little Feet Pediatric Therapy
recommends beginning speech-language support as soon as possible, in alignment with the
child's hearing ability, family values, and long-term goals.

In addition to laying out communication pathways, the report addresses the emotional and
identity dimensions of raising a child with hearing loss. The authors encourage respectful and
strength-based language choices, such as using “hard of hearing” instead of “impaired” when
preferred, and always allowing children and families to self-identify on their own terms.

Importantly, Little Feet Therapy's report also highlights the role of pediatric speech therapists in
navigating these decisions. Their team works directly with families to assess hearing levels,
discuss communication preferences, and build customized therapy plans. As a multidisciplinary
clinic, Little Feet Therapy can bring in licensed speech-language pathologists who tailor
interventions not just to the child’s hearing profile, but to the broader context of their daily life,
whether at home, daycare, or school.

The report, titled "Speech Therapy for Hearing Impaired Kids", is available for free on the clinic's
website.
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