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Electronics Recycling Los Angeles: New 2026
Battery-Embedded Products Law Set to
Transform E-Waste Industry

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES,
November 19, 2025 /
EINPresswire.com/ -- Electronics
Recycling Los Angeles services will
undergo significant changes as
California's SB 1215 expands covered
electronic waste regulations.
TechWaste Recycling Los Angeles

https://www.techwasterecycling.com/lo

s-angeles/electronics-recycling/
prepares businesses and residents for

the January 1, 2026 implementation
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The battery-embedded products
legislation adds cordless tools, smart ’////Qmm,,,, RECYCLI

speakers, personal grooming devices,

and toys to California's Covered

Electronic Waste Recycling Program. These devices now require proper disposal through certified
IT asset disposition providers. The expansion affects hundreds of thousands of tons of electronic
waste generated annually in Los Angeles County.

SB 1215 requires manufacturers to notify California retailers about covered battery-embedded
products by July 1, 2025. Retailers must collect the covered electronic waste recycling fee at
point-of-sale. The Department of Toxic Substances Control classifies battery-embedded items as
universal waste containing hazardous materials like lithium, mercury, and cadmium.

"The 2026 law transforms how Los Angeles handles small electronics and battery-embedded
products,"” states Richard Steffens from TechWaste Recycling. "Businesses need certified e-waste
handlers to avoid penalties reaching $70,000 per violation per day under California's hazardous
waste fee program."”

The Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003 established California's foundational e-waste
framework. The state has collected over 2.2 billion pounds of electronic waste since program
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inception. Los Angeles generated over 200,000 tons of e-waste annually according to recent
CalRecycle data.

Consumer electronics including smartphones, tablets, computers, and monitors contain valuable
materials like gold, silver, palladium, and copper. Proper materials recovery through R2-certified
or e-Stewards-certified recycling facilities prevents toxic contamination. Lead and mercury leach
into groundwater when electronics reach landfills improperly.

The law supports California's circular economy initiatives and zero-waste goals. The Port of Los
Angeles targets 95% landfill diversion by 2035. Extended Producer Responsibility programs hold
manufacturers accountable throughout product lifecycles. Take-back programs and collection
events provide convenient disposal options for residents.

E-waste recycling creates green jobs in collection, logistics, sorting, and materials recovery
sectors. Advanced technologies including Al-powered sorting systems and robotic disassembly
improve processing efficiency. Blockchain tracking ensures transparent chain-of-custody
documentation through downstream vendors.

California's export restrictions under SB 568 require in-state processing verification. Companies
must notify DTSC 60 days before shipping e-waste outside California. Compliance
documentation protects businesses from Resource Conservation and Recovery Act violations.

TechWaste Recycling offers certified data destruction services meeting NAID AAA standards.
Secure IT asset disposition includes hard drive shredding, degaussing, and complete chain-of-
custody reporting. Services comply with ISO 14001 environmental management systems and
RIOS standards.

Battery recycling services handle lithium-ion batteries classified as universal waste by EPA in
2023. Alkaline battery processing facilities operate throughout California's certified recycler
network. Proper battery disposal prevents fire hazards and environmental contamination.

The Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022 requires retailer participation in battery
stewardship programs. This legislation replaces the Cell Phone Recycling Act of 2004 starting in
2028. Manufacturers must provide consumer information about return and recycling locations.

Los Angeles businesses generating e-waste must partner with approved collectors and recyclers.
The Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic Waste Collection Program operates permanent
S.A.F.E. Centers throughout Los Angeles County. Mobile collection events provide additional
drop-off opportunities for residents.

Remarketing and refurbishment services extend device lifecycles and reduce demand for new
electronics production. Asset value recovery offsets IT asset disposition costs through resale of
functional equipment. Refurbished devices support digital equity initiatives in underserved



communities.

Environmental protection remains critical as e-waste grows three times faster than regular trash.
Only 22% of global e-waste receives proper recycling according to United Nations research.
California leads the nation in e-waste legislation and infrastructure development.

The global e-waste management market reaches $75.53 billion in 2024 with projections of
$268.91 billion by 2034. The IT asset disposition industry supports sustainability goals and
corporate ESG reporting requirements. Certified recyclers provide documentation for
environmental compliance audits.

TechWaste Recycling processes televisions, computer monitors, laptops, desktops, servers,
printers, and networking equipment. Services include free pickup for businesses throughout Los
Angeles County. Residential customers access convenient drop-off locations and scheduled
collection services.

Cathode ray tubes from older televisions and monitors require specialized handling due to lead
content. LCD and LED displays contain mercury in backlighting components. Proper dismantling
prevents hazardous substance release into soil and water supplies.

Small electronics including microwaves, vacuums, and IoT devices account for one-third of global
e-waste volume. These items often bypass recycling systems despite containing recoverable
materials. The 2026 law addresses this gap in California's waste management infrastructure.

Compliance with California's strict regulations protects businesses from legal liability and
reputational damage. Data security breaches from improper disposal create financial and
privacy risks. Certified ITAD providers ensure complete data sanitization before equipment
processing.

Contact TechWaste Recycling today to prepare for the 2026 battery-embedded products
regulations. Professional e-waste services ensure compliance, protect sensitive data, and
support environmental sustainability goals.

About TechWaste Recycling

TechWaste Recycling provides certified electronics recycling and IT asset disposition services
throughout Los Angeles and Southern California. The company holds R2 and e-Stewards
certifications ensuring responsible e-waste management. Services include secure data
destruction, asset remarketing, materials recovery, and comprehensive compliance
documentation.

Richard Steffens
TechWaste Recycling Inc.
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