
Beyond Scholarships to Industry Impact: The
Low-Carbon Organization Introduces a New
Student Immersive Program

At SFLCT's event, industry leaders from Equinor,

TerraVolta, Vallourec, NOV, TerraFlow Energy, and SLB

New Energy deliver critical lithium, geothermal, and

battery storage insights

HOUSTON, TX, UNITED STATES,

November 20, 2025 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- The Society for

Low Carbon Technologies (SFLCT) is

redefining what it means to invest in

the next generation of university and

college students. This extends beyond

scholarships through its immersive,

real-world engagement known as the

“Immersion-to-Impact” model. The

result: offering students direct, high-

impact opportunities to engage with

those shaping tomorrow’s energy

systems, in addition to deploying

scholarships globally, including at

Texas A&M University.   

But now it is going one step further

with this model via a recent SFLCT event and panel session hosted by SLB titled “Powering the

Future via Geothermal, Lithium Extraction, and Battery Storage.” This is where university

students from Rice University and Lone Star College - CyFair were invited to engage directly with

an audience of industry leaders and expert speakers from key organizations, including Equinor,

Vallourec, TerraVolta, NOV, TerraFlow Energy, and SLB New Energy, with one student selected to

deliver the closing remarks.  

Notably, the low-carbon organization believes that these experiences directly expand knowledge

beyond classroom settings. A case in point is Alexander H. Garcia, an undergraduate at Rice

University studying global affairs and cognitive science. Recognized for his commitment to

interdisciplinary energy and public policy work, he was invited to deliver the closing remarks,

reflective of SFLCT’s “Immersion-to-Impact” model.  

Garcia notes how speaking as a 19-year-old is catalytic in building student credibility with

industry, expanding professional networks, developing real-world fluency, and gaining speaking
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Rice University student Alexander H. Garcia delivers

closing remarks, exemplifying SFLCT’s mission to

elevate young voices through real-world low-carbon

engagement

experience. Through this, SFLCT is

building the talent pipeline of change

agents for the future at no cost to

educational systems or to the students

themselves. This approach moves well

beyond traditional financial support by

providing ethical access unavailable via

scholarships alone.  

“We will continue creating platforms

for students to vocalize their vision to

industry-leading organizations and

audiences, mobilizing action and

surpassing the impact of conventional

scholarships,” shared SFLCT’s Chairman

of the Board, Fernando C. Hernandez.

He notes how SFLCT sensibly

accelerates knowledge in new domains

that would otherwise take months to years to develop via coursework pursued solely in

academic settings, while emphasizing that all sources of knowledge are critical.  

We will continue creating

platforms for students to

vocalize their vision to

industry-leading

organizations and

audiences, mobilizing action

and surpassing the impact

of conventional

scholarships”

Fernando C. Hernandez

The outcome is clear: students return to their campuses

with insights, exposure to mentorship opportunities,

clearer career direction, and a grounded understanding of

decarbonization’s real-world complexity. They also gain

pragmatic awareness and a renewed commitment to being

part of the low-carbon transition. Through experiential

learning and scholarship support, SFLCT cultivates

students who think critically, speak with purpose, and act

early to become emerging leaders shaping next-generation

solutions.  

“Engaging directly with experts allowed me to translate my

academic foundation into a clearer understanding of

supply-chain realities, permitting challenges, and the future of critical-mineral development.

Being in the room where these conversations happen accelerated my ability to contribute

meaningfully, something no classroom alone could offer.” His experience illustrates SFLCT’s

central conviction: students are more than just future leaders; they are emerging partners in

today’s work toward a resilient energy future.  

By extending this learning into real-world settings, placing students in the room with

practitioners navigating complex regulatory frameworks, emerging technologies, and dynamic



SFLCT Chairman of the Board, Fernando C.

Hernandez, initiates the event, guiding discussions

that connect industry innovation, student

engagement, and low-carbon leadership

policy environments, they gain first-

hand exposure to the conversations

that define not only technological

innovation but also the technical,

regulatory, and economic trajectory of

such innovation.  

SFLCT also thanks the panelists who

contributed to the success of the

Houston event, including Elizabeth

Cambre, BDM Geothermal at Vallourec;

Tony Wannigman, Deputy Project

Director at Equinor; Jamie Liang, CEO

of TerraVolta Resources; Ian Rock, CTO

at TerraFlow Energy; Chuck Wright,

Corporate Manager of R&D at NOV;

and Dustin Cavin, Technology

Development Director at SLB New

Energy.  

***Publishing note: The views expressed are those of the SFLCT, a federally recognized U.S.-

based 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and do not necessarily reflect the positions of any organizations

referenced outside of SFLCT. This information is shared for educational, community-impact, and

non-commercial purposes. No endorsement is implied. This publication aligns with SFLCT’s

federally exempt status.***
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