
46th Honda Prize Award Ceremony Held in
Honor of Recipient, Dr. Kenichi Iga of Japan

For Pioneering Contributions to Conception and Development of Vertical-Cavity Surface-Emitting Laser

(VCSEL) and Leadership in Its Practical Application

TOKYO, JAPAN, December 1, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- On November 17, 2025, the Honda

Foundation held the 46th Honda Prize Award Ceremony and a commemorative lecture at the

Imperial Hotel in Tokyo. The foundation awarded the prize medal and diploma to this year’s

laureate, Dr. Kenichi Iga (honorary professor at the Institute of Science Tokyo, and 18th president

of the former Tokyo Institute of Technology), for his pioneering conception and development of

the Vertical-Cavity Surface-Emitting Laser (VCSEL). The foundation is a public interest

incorporated foundation established by Soichiro Honda, founder of Honda Motor Co., Ltd., and

his younger brother Benjiro.

At the opening of the ceremony, Hiroto Ishida, President of the Honda Foundation, delivered

opening remarks: "The surface-emitting laser conceived and promoted by Dr. Iga is now

indispensable to people's lives. It supports our society in many areas, including high-speed data

communication and facial recognition on smartphones. Dr. Iga’s efforts, from the conception of

this new technology to leading its fundamental research, practical application, and subsequent

widespread adoption, represent a great achievement that truly embodies the spirit of the Honda

Prize."

Following the ceremony, Dr. Iga delivered a commemorative lecture titled "Vertical-Cavity

Surface-Emitting Laser (VCSEL): Born Small and Grown Big -- From Smartphones to Huge Data

Centers." In the lecture, Dr. Iga shared episodes from his journey, starting with his boyhood in

Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture, western Japan. Raised in a nature-rich environment, he became

interested in electricity and electronics after building his own radio. He also reflected on his

university days, where he devoted himself to research with the support of a scholarship from

"SAKKOKAI," a foundation established in 1961 by Honda founders Soichiro Honda and Takeo

Fujisawa to support young researchers.

About the Honda Prize

In 1980, the Honda Foundation established the Honda Prize to acknowledge research

achievements that contribute to "the creation of a truly humane civilization." Foreseeing the new

potential of ecotechnology(*), the Honda Prize is Japan’s first international award for scientific

http://www.einpresswire.com


and technological achievements across a wide range of academic fields, encompassing the entire

research process from discovery and invention to application and widespread usage.

(*) Ecotechnology: Human-friendly philosophy founded on science and technology and designed

to harmonize the natural and human environments and find resolutions to social issues,

adopting a methodology that implies something more than just "being friendly to the Earth,"

which is the meaning usually associated with the word "ecology."

- Details of achievement commentaries and past Honda Prize laureates

Please see the Honda Foundation's official website.

Official Website: https://www.hondafoundation.jp/en/index.html

Achievement Commentary:

https://www.hondafoundation.jp/commemoration/index_en/285/year:2025

Honda Prize Laureates: https://www.hondafoundation.jp/en/winner.html

Info

Honda Foundation

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/871524062

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.hondafoundation.jp/en/index.html
https://www.hondafoundation.jp/commemoration/index_en/285/year:2025
https://www.hondafoundation.jp/en/winner.html
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5493623
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/871524062
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

