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North America Synthetic Opioids Market
Emerging Trends, Market Drivers, and
Strategic Insights Revealed in New Study
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North America Synthetic Opioids Market Key Takeaways
Synthetic opioids product segment (e.g., methadone, fentanyl, meperidine) is expected to hold
about 55% share in 2025, driven by demand for pain management in acute and chronic

conditions.

Among applications, pain management dominates synthetic opioids industry as they are widely
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used for chronic pain, postOsurgical pain, cancer care, and other serious conditions.

United States leads the regional market with an estimated 60.1% share in 2025, due to high
prevalence of chronic pain conditions and large access to healthcare services.

Growing Cancer Burden Intensifying Pain Management Demand

As cancer incidence continues to rise across North America, the growing need for effective pain
relief is expected to boost synthetic opioids market significantly. Many cancer patients
experience severe or chronic pain during treatment or in advanced stages, so the need for
strong pain management, including use of fentanyl and other synthetic opioid analgesics,
increases substantially. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), over 50% of cancer
patients experience pain during treatment, and up to 66% when the disease is advanced. This
growing burden of cancer-related pain directly fuels demand for effective therapies within the
U.S. synthetic opioids industry.

With increasing survival rates in cancer patients, long-term management of the pain is
increasingly becoming a requirement, which enhances the continuity in synthetic opioid
analgesic market demand. The growing number of people living with a terminal illness or
permanent pain condition requiring palliative care or chronic pain management thus leads to
more prescriptions, and this is feeding growth in regulated channels of synthetic opioid
distribution with stringent oversight. However, striking the right balance between access and
safety - with concerns around misuse - is also crucial. Healthcare providers and policy makers
are turning their attention to guidelines and responsible prescribing in an effort to make certain
that pain relief is available without being abused.
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Trade Conflicts Escalating Synthetic Opioid Tariff Pressures

Rising trade tensions and tariffs are affecting the flow of raw materials and drug components.
These pressures do not only impact the U.S. synthetic opioids industry, but also the Canada
synthetic opioids market, and may also raise production expenses and lead to limited availability.
According to the U.S. International Trade Commission, new duties on precursor chemicals
imported from China are designed to reduce illicit production but have an indirect impact on
legitimate supply chains. This scenario brings to light the fine line of regulation, trade, and the
need to satisfy the demand for prescription synthetic opioids.

Such trade restrictions are also affecting the synthetic opioid analgesics market, causing the
manufacturers to look for alternative sources and efficient synthetic opioid distribution
channels. While regulatory measures aim to tame the illegal supply, they may slow down the
access of those patients who need legitimate pain management solutions. Ongoing changes in


https://www.coherentmarketinsights.com/insight/buy-now/3660

tariffs and import policies make monitoring the market trends of both legal and illicit fentanyl
and fentanyl analogues imperative.

New Formulations and Safer Opioids Driving Growth Potential

The launch of new formulations in North America synthetic opioids market is helping patients
manage pain more safely. Companies are focusing on abuse-deterrent and extended-release
options to reduce misuse. In 2025, the U.S. FDA approved several of these next-generation
opioids, which aim to control chronic pain effectively. This trend is boosting prescription
synthetic opioids demand in the U.S. synthetic opioids industry.

At the same time, safer opioids are shaping the synthetic opioid analgesics market in the U.S.
and Canada. Careful monitoring of illicit synthetic opioids supply trends ensures safe use.
Improved synthetic opioid distribution channels and stricter regulations on synthetic opioid
manufacturing in North America help provide access to patients while minimizing risk. These
steps are driving market growth responsibly and efficiently.

Emerging Trends in the North America Synthetic Opioids Market

The North America synthetic opioids market is witnessing the strengthened vigilance of
monitoring systems as governments are paying more focus on tracking the movement of
fentanyl. New data tools are helping agencies find high-risk supply routes faster. This trend is
helping with early detection of illegal trafficking throughout the region as well.

The synthetic opioids industry in the U.S. is also moving in the right direction, as hospitals adopt
their advanced pain management protocol and seek safer prescription alternatives. Companies
are working on controlled-release formulations with minimal misuse. This approach is conducive
to improving patient outcomes and decreasing the reliance on high-risk opioids.

In Canada, health authorities are expanding harm reduction initiatives, including supervised
consumption services and increased access to naloxone. Stronger frameworks for early
intervention are being built to help limit the rise of overdoses. These efforts are creating a more
prevention-focused landscape within the Canadian synthetic opioids market.
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Analyst View
The North America synthetic opioids market is shaped by a combination of rising overdose

concerns, tightening regulatory controls, and ongoing shifts in prescribing guidelines,” said a lead
CMI analyst.
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Competitor Insight
Key companies in the North America synthetic opioids market report include:

Johnson & Johnson Services, Inc.
Purdue Pharma L.P.

Hikma Pharmaceuticals PLC
AbbVie Inc.

Sanofi

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.
Pfizer, Inc.

AstraZeneca Plc.

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.
Endo Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Boehringer Ingelheim International GmbH

Key Industry Developments

In May 2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved a next-generation, abuse-
deterrent, extended-release synthetic opioid formulation manufactured by Johnson & Johnson.
This new product is designed to minimize the risk of misuse while providing effective relief for
chronic pain patients.

In February 2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved fast track designation for a
new synthetic opioid formulation in development by Collegium Pharmaceutical. The therapy is
designed for cancer-related breakthrough pain and includes enhanced safety features.

In January 2025, Health Canada revised its national opioid prescribing guidelines. The revision
incorporates more general access to synthetic opioids for palliative and end-of-life care,
supporting better patient management in all Canadian healthcare settings.
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