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-- DQ PACK, with 31 years of experience

in the packaging field, is issuing a

comprehensive guide for pet food

brands on selecting the right custom

flexible packaging. Understanding the

complexities of material science and

market demands is crucial for product

success. The right bag must do more than just hold the product; it must actively protect

nutritional integrity and serve as a powerful branding tool. As a leading Custom Pet Food

Packaging Bag Manufacturer, DQ PACK focuses on producing high-barrier stand-up pouches and

printed roll stock films that meet the dual demands of pet health and consumer appeal. Custom

pet food packaging bags are flexible containers—often in the form of stand-up pouches or flat-

bottom bags—made from multi-layer films, designed to be tailored in size, material composition,

and printed graphics to perfectly fit a specific pet food product, ensuring maximum shelf life and

market impact.

The Pet Food Packaging Landscape and Market Trends

The global pet food packaging market is a massive and rapidly evolving sector, driven primarily

by the "humanization" of pets, rising disposable incomes, and the resulting demand for

premium, specialized, and convenient pet nutrition.

Market Growth and Key Drivers is fueled by several key trends:

Premiumization and Specialty Diets: Consumers are increasingly opting for high-end, functional,

organic, and veterinarian-formulated pet foods. This trend necessitates sophisticated packaging

with superior barrier properties to maintain the integrity of sensitive ingredients like probiotics

or specialized fats.

Convenience and Lifestyle: Urbanization and busy lifestyles drive demand for compact, portable,

and user-friendly packaging. Features like resealable zippers, easy-pour spouts, and smaller,

portion-controlled packs (especially for cat food and treats) are no longer luxuries but

expectations.

Sustainability Mandates: Global environmental consciousness is pushing packaging towards

recyclable, compostable, and post-consumer recycled (PCR) content materials. 
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Flexible Packaging Dominance: Bags and pouches already hold the largest share of the pet food

packaging market due to their cost-effectiveness, lightweight nature (reducing transportation

costs), superior shelf presence, and versatility in size and format (from small treat pouches to

large kibble bags).

This dynamic environment means that choosing packaging is a strategic decision that directly

impacts brand perception, product freshness, and market competitiveness.

DQ PACK’s Guide on How To Choose Custom Pet Food Packaging Bags

Choosing the right custom bag involves a methodical evaluation of product needs, material

science, and branding goals. DQ PACK recommends focusing on four critical factors: Barrier

Protection, Material Selection, Functional Features, and Design/Branding.

1. Prioritize Barrier Protection (Protect & Preserve)

The primary role of the packaging is to protect the food from degradation. The correct film

structure is determined by the food type:

Dry Kibble/Treats: Requires protection mainly against oxygen and moisture. Oxygen causes

rancidity in fats, and moisture ingress can cause mold or texture changes. Recommended

Structure: Multi-layer laminates often incorporating materials like PET (Polyethylene

Terephthalate) for strength and high-density PE (Polyethylene) or specialized barrier films (like

EVOH or foil) to block air and moisture. The packaging must maintain freshness for up to 12

months.

Wet Food/Semi-Moist Food: Requires an extremely high barrier against environmental

contamination and, often, retort-grade materials (similar to those used for human ready-to-eat

meals) if the product is sterilized after sealing. The film must also be puncture-resistant to

prevent leaks during handling and distribution.

DQ PACK Insight: Always define the required Oxygen Transmission Rate (OTR) and Water Vapor

Transmission Rate (WVTR) first. These metrics dictate the exact layering structure of the custom

film needed.

2. Select the Optimal Material Structure (Functionality & Cost)

Custom packaging allows brands to select the precise film layers to meet performance, cost, and

sustainability targets:

PET (Polyethylene Terephthalate): Often used as the outer, printable layer due to its clarity,

strength, and excellent adhesion for inks.

PA (Nylon): Provides superior puncture resistance and toughness—a critical feature for heavier

pet food bags or those prone to clawing damage.

Aluminum Foil: Offers the best-in-class barrier against light, oxygen, and moisture, making it

ideal for highly sensitive or premium products.

PE (Polyethylene): Typically used as the innermost, sealant layer. Different densities (HDPE, LDPE)

offer varying levels of strength and flexibility.

Sustainable Options (PCR/Mono-Materials): For eco-conscious brands, DQ PACK offers materials

with Post-Consumer Recycled content or mono-material structures (e.g., all-PE) that are designed

to be readily recyclable, striking the necessary balance between performance and ethics.

3. Integrate User-Centric Functional Features (Convenience)

Modern pet owners demand convenience. Custom features enhance the product experience and



encourage repeat purchase:

Resealable Zippers/Sliders: Essential for maintaining freshness and preventing spills once the

bag is opened. This is a non-negotiable feature for multi-serve bags.

Handles and Gussets: For larger bags, reinforced handles improve carry convenience. Stand-up

pouches and flat-bottom bags with strong bottom gussets maximize stability on the shelf and in

the home pantry.

Easy-Pour Features: Spouts or specially designed openings prevent mess and ensure easy

dispensing, particularly for small treats or powdered supplements.

Tamper-Evident Seals: Ensure the consumer receives a product that is safe and untouched,

building trust immediately upon purchase.

4. Leverage Design and Customization (Promote)

The bag is the brand’s most important marketing asset at the point of sale. Custom packaging

enables maximum promotion:

High-Definition Printing: DQ PACK’s capability in utilizing up to 10 colors ensures vibrant, clear

graphics and photos that attract the consumer’s eye and communicate the product’s premium

quality. Finishes such as matte, glossy, or metallic effects can be customized.

Clear Branding: The packaging size (e.g., pinch-bottom, side-gusseted, stand-up pouch) should

be selected to maximize front-panel visibility and ensure the brand name and product

information (ingredients, nutritional facts) are clearly legible.

DQ PACK’s Core Advantages and Global Reach

With 31 years of experience, DQ PACK strives to be the top packaging partner for global

customers and suppliers.

Global Scale & Reliability

Our stand-up pouches and printed roll stock films are exported to over 1200 customers across

140+ countries, including the USA, UK, Mexico, and Australia. This vast reach confirms our

reliability and adherence to complex international quality standards. We also partner with

renowned beverage manufacturers for specialized flexible packaging solutions.

Infrastructure & Expertise

As a leading flexible packaging company, DQ PACK holds self-run export rights and maintains

branches in Malaysia and Hong Kong. This infrastructure ensures streamlined logistics and

enhanced cross-cultural responsiveness, allowing us to meet diverse customer needs

effectively.

Specialized Pet Food Solutions

DQ PACK specializes in custom pet food packaging, providing specialized solutions based on

product type:

Dry Kibble: Large, durable block bottom bags with high-barrier laminates.

Wet/Semi-Moist Food: High-barrier retort pouches for single-serve portions.

Treats/Supplements: Small, resealable stand-up pouches optimized for visibility and graphics.

By offering expert guidance on barrier needs and material selection, DQ PACK helps brands

protect, preserve, and promote their products for global success.

For more information on DQ PACK’s high-quality retort pouch and flexible packaging solutions,

please visit our website: https://www.dqpack.com/
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