
Common Fence Layout Mistakes Can Create
Costly Problems for St. Tammany Parish
Homeowners

Ornamental iron fence installed near a waterfront

property in St. Tammany Parish, designed to provide

security while preserving open views.

Poor fence layout can lead to drainage

issues, access problems and costly fixes.

Learn what St. Tammany Parish

homeowners should know before

installing a fence.

COVINGTON, LA, UNITED STATES,

December 15, 2025 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- When

homeowners think about installing a

fence, most attention is placed on

materials, style, and appearance.

According to Tony’s Fencing & Iron

Works, however, some of the most

common and expensive fencing

problems don’t come from the fence

itself—but from layout decisions made

before installation ever begins.

Fence layout determines how a fence interacts with property lines, drainage patterns, slopes,

access points, and long-term use of the land. In Southeast Louisiana, where soil conditions,

rainfall, and lot layouts vary widely, improper planning can lead to leaning posts, poor water

flow, access issues, and even disputes with neighboring property owners.

“Fence layout is the foundation of the entire project,” said a representative from Tony’s Fencing &

Iron Works. “If the layout isn’t planned correctly, even the highest-quality fence materials can fail

prematurely or create ongoing problems for the homeowner.”

In St. Tammany Parish, many residential and rural properties include subtle elevation changes,

drainage swales, or boundaries that are not clearly marked. Homeowners often assume

property lines are obvious based on existing fences or visual landmarks, but those assumptions

can be incorrect. Installing a fence without confirming boundaries can result in disputes, forced

relocation, or costly corrections after installation.

Gate placement is another area where layout mistakes frequently occur. Gates that are not
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In St. Tammany Parish,

fence layout matters more

than people realize. Soil,

slopes, and water flow all

affect how a fence performs

over time.”

Tony Ostrowski

planned early can interfere with driveways, walkways,

parking areas, or everyday routines. Poorly placed gates

may also experience added stress over time, leading to

sagging or operational issues. Thoughtful layout planning

ensures gates are positioned for both convenience and

longevity.

Drainage is a particularly important consideration in

Southeast Louisiana. Heavy rainfall and saturated soil are

common, and fences placed directly across natural water

flow paths can trap moisture, cause erosion, and weaken posts. A properly planned fence layout

works with the land’s natural drainage rather than against it, helping extend the life of the fence

and reduce maintenance needs.

These layout concerns are not limited to residential fencing. Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works also

installs a wide range of farm and agricultural fencing, including fencing for cows, goats, sheep,

horses, poultry enclosures, corral fencing, and perimeter fencing. In these environments, poor

layout can affect animal safety, land usability, and long-term fence stability. Planning fence lines

around terrain, water access, and movement patterns is essential for functional agricultural

fencing.

Custom gates and automatic gates also rely heavily on proper layout. Gate openings must align

with slopes, driveways, and traffic flow to operate smoothly. When layout is overlooked, gates

may bind, sag, or require premature repairs. Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works emphasizes that gates

should be designed as part of the overall fence layout rather than added after installation plans

are finalized.

Local regulations can further complicate fence layout decisions. Setback requirements, height

limits, and placement rules may vary by location. Homeowners in St. Tammany Parish can review

general zoning and planning information through parish resources at

https://www.sttammany.gov

, but working with experienced fencing professionals helps ensure compliance before

construction begins.

Ultimately, fence layout planning is about more than drawing a line around a yard. It requires

understanding how a property functions today and how it will be used in the future. Mistakes

made during layout planning are often the most difficult and expensive to fix after installation.

Homeowners interested in learning more about professional fence planning, residential fencing,

farm fencing, and custom gate solutions can visit https://tonysfencingandiron.com

. Additional information about custom ornamental iron work is available at

https://tonysfencingandiron.com/custom-ornamental-iron/
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About Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works has proudly served St. Tammany Parish and Southeast Louisiana for

more than 30 years. The company specializes in residential fencing, farm fencing, custom

ornamental iron work, automatic and manual gates, and ADA-compliant exterior handrails.

Known for durable construction and thoughtful design, Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works helps

homeowners and property owners plan fencing projects that fit the land, comply with local

requirements, and stand up to Louisiana’s demanding climate.
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