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BELFAST, CO. ANTRIM, UNITED

KINGDOM, January 2, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- A former primary

school teacher who founded one of

Northern Ireland's leading animation

studios is launching a free consultation

programme to help UK schools develop

professional animated learning content

regardless of budget constraints.

Michelle Connolly, founder and

director of Educational Voice in Belfast,

trained as a teacher with a degree in

education covering all age groups before establishing what has become one of the best

animation companies in Northern Ireland. Her teaching background now shapes every

educational project the studio undertakes.

I didn't leave education

when I started Educational

Voice - I just found a

different way to serve it”

Michelle Connolly, Founder,

Educational Voice

"I didn't leave education when I started Educational Voice -

I just found a different way to serve it," said Connolly.

"Standing in front of a classroom, you quickly learn which

explanations work and which ones lose children

completely. That understanding drives everything we

create."

The free consultation programme allows schools and

educational institutions across the UK to access professional animation expertise without initial

financial commitment. Educators can discuss learning objectives, curriculum requirements, and

content challenges with a team led by someone who has faced those same challenges from the

teaching side.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://educationalvoice.co.uk/
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Teaching Experience That Shapes

Animation Expertise

Connolly's path from classroom to

animation studio gives Educational

Voice a distinctive perspective in the

creative industry. While many

animation companies approach

educational content as simply another

commercial category, Educational Voice

treats it as a specialism rooted in

genuine pedagogical understanding.

Her teaching degree covered education

across all age groups, providing insight

into how learning and comprehension

develop from early years through to

adulthood. This academic foundation

combines with practical classroom

experience to inform how the studio

structures explanations, paces content,

and designs visual approaches for

different audiences.

"Animation for education isn't just

about making things look appealing,"

Connolly explained. "You need to

understand cognitive load, attention

spans at different ages, how to scaffold

complex ideas, when to pause for

processing. These aren't things you

learn in animation training. They come

from education training and classroom experience."

This educational grounding has helped Educational Voice build one of the strongest portfolios of

learning content in the UK animation sector. The studio has produced over 3,300 educational

animations, working with platforms dedicated to making learning more accessible and engaging

for students across multiple subjects and age groups.

Why Schools Need Animation Support Now

The consultation initiative responds to mounting pressure on UK educators to deliver more

engaging content with limited resources. Visual learning materials consistently outperform text-

based alternatives for comprehension and retention, yet most schools lack either the budget or

expertise to develop professional animated content.
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Teachers increasingly recognise

animation's potential but face practical

barriers to implementation. Free tools

prove time-consuming and limited in

capability. Professional studio quotes

often exceed entire departmental

budgets. Without guidance, educators

struggle to evaluate options or make

informed decisions about where

animation investment would deliver

greatest impact.

"Teachers know their students need

more visual content - they see the

difference it makes every day in class,"

Connolly said. "But knowing you need

something and knowing how to get it

are different challenges. This

programme helps bridge that gap."

Educational Voice's consultation

programme offers schools access to

professional expertise at the crucial

early stage when decisions shape

everything that follows. Before

committing budget or time, educators

can explore possibilities with

specialists who understand both

animation production and educational

requirements.

How the Consultation Programme Works

Schools and educational institutions throughout the UK can apply for free consultation sessions

through Educational Voice's website. The programme accommodates all educational contexts,

from primary schools developing foundational numeracy content to universities creating

complex technical training materials.

Connolly's background teaching across all age groups proves particularly valuable here. Whether

discussing content for five-year-olds or postgraduate students, the consultation draws on

understanding of how learning requirements and cognitive capabilities differ across educational

stages.



Each consultation begins with educational objectives rather than animation techniques. What

concepts cause students difficulty? Where do current materials fall short? What would success

look like for learners? These questions establish foundations before any creative discussion

begins.

"We don't start by asking what animation style you want," Connolly noted. "We start by asking

what your students need to understand. The animation approach follows from the educational

goal, not the other way around."

Following initial discussions, the studio provides tailored recommendations covering content

strategy, animation approaches, and realistic implementation options. For schools with minimal

budgets, this might include guidance on prioritising which topics would benefit most from

professional animation, or advice on using existing tools more effectively for simpler

requirements.

Understanding How Children Actually Learn

Connolly's teaching degree and classroom experience inform Educational Voice's approach to

content structure and pacing. The studio applies established understanding of how children

process information, maintain attention, and build knowledge over time.

Cognitive load management shapes every educational animation the studio produces. Content

must introduce new information at rates learners can absorb, provide processing time between

concepts, and avoid overwhelming working memory with excessive simultaneous demands.

These principles, familiar from educational training, translate directly into animation pacing and

structure decisions.

"In the classroom, you watch faces and know immediately when you've lost them," Connolly

reflected. "You learn to break things down, check understanding, approach from different angles.

Good educational animation does the same thing - it anticipates where confusion might arise

and addresses it before learners disengage."

Age-appropriate design represents another area where educational background proves

essential. Content for primary school children requires different visual approaches, vocabulary

choices, and pacing than content for secondary students or adults. Educational Voice's

consultations help schools think through these considerations systematically.

The studio's work spans subjects from financial literacy to STEM concepts, historical events to

technical procedures. Across all these areas, the same educational principles apply.

Understanding how learning works allows the team to create effective content regardless of

subject matter.

Accessibility at the Heart of the Initiative

The consultation programme places particular emphasis on accessibility for diverse learners.



Animated content offers specific advantages for students who struggle with text-heavy

materials, including those with dyslexia, attention difficulties, or English as an additional

language.

Connolly's teaching background included working with students across the full range of learning

needs and abilities. This experience shapes how Educational Voice approaches accessibility

considerations from the earliest planning stages rather than treating them as afterthoughts.

"Every classroom includes children who learn differently," she said. "Some need to see things

moving to understand them. Some need audio reinforcement. Some need more time to process.

Animation can accommodate all these needs when it's designed thoughtfully from the start."

Properly designed animated content supports various accessibility requirements including

captions, audio descriptions, adjustable playback speeds, and visual design choices that work for

students with colour blindness or visual processing differences. Consultation sessions help

educators understand these options and incorporate accessibility into their content planning.

The programme prioritises applications from schools serving disadvantaged communities or

students with particular accessibility needs. Where animation can make the greatest difference

to educational equity, Educational Voice wants to direct its consultation resources.

Supporting Teachers as Professional Partners

Having worked as a teacher herself, Connolly designed the consultation programme to respect

educator expertise rather than positioning the studio as external experts imposing solutions.

Teachers understand their students, curriculum requirements, and classroom contexts better

than any outside specialist.

"Teachers aren't our clients in the traditional sense - they're professional partners," she

explained. "They bring deep knowledge of their students and subject areas. We bring animation

expertise and understanding of how visual content can support learning. The best outcomes

come from genuine collaboration."

This philosophy shapes consultation conversations. Rather than prescriptive recommendations,

Educational Voice offers options and trade-offs that educators can evaluate against their own

professional judgment and contextual knowledge. Teachers remain decision-makers throughout

the process.

The approach also recognises practical classroom realities. Animated content must fit within

existing curriculum structures, time constraints, and technology environments. Consultations

address implementation challenges alongside creative possibilities, ensuring recommendations

work in real educational settings.

From Consultation to Production



Schools wishing to proceed beyond consultation can commission professional animation

production from Educational Voice. The studio offers flexible approaches designed for

educational budgets, including prioritisation strategies that focus limited resources on highest-

impact content.

"Professional animation isn't always the right answer," Connolly acknowledged. "Sometimes

simpler approaches work fine. Part of consultation value is helping educators distinguish

between content that genuinely needs professional production and content where other

solutions might suffice."

For projects that do proceed, Educational Voice provides comprehensive animation services

covering scriptwriting, storyboarding, character design, animation production, voiceover

coordination, and delivery in formats suitable for various educational platforms. The studio's

established experience with educational content ensures smooth production processes aligned

with pedagogical requirements.

Connolly's teaching background continues influencing production work. Script reviews consider

whether language suits the target age group. Storyboards evaluate whether visual sequences

support or hinder comprehension. Finished animations receive scrutiny for educational

effectiveness alongside technical quality.

Belfast's Contribution to UK Education

Educational Voice's initiative extends a broader pattern of Belfast contributing to UK educational

resources. The studio's work with learning platforms has already made significant impact, with

over 3,300 educational animations reaching students across multiple subjects and age groups.

The studio has been recognised for its work supporting Irish education through visual learning,

demonstrating sustained commitment to educational content that predates this consultation

programme. The new initiative formalises and extends existing relationships with the education

sector.

"Belfast has become a genuine hub for educational content creation," Connolly observed. "We

have creative talent, competitive production costs, and real understanding of UK curriculum and

educational standards. This programme lets us share those advantages more widely with

schools that need support."

Northern Ireland's own schools can access additional benefits through local partnership. Face-to-

face consultations, studio visits, and closer working relationships become possible when clients

and creators share geographic proximity. The programme welcomes applications from

educational institutions throughout the UK while maintaining particular commitment to

Northern Ireland's education sector.

Responding to the Visual Learning Shift

https://www.thecork.ie/2025/09/20/belfast-animation-studio-revolutionises-irish-education-through-visual-learning/


The consultation programme arrives as demand for visual learning content accelerates across

UK education. Digital resource adoption has increased substantially, with educators increasingly

seeking engaging alternatives to traditional text-based materials.

Yet many teachers find themselves navigating unfamiliar territory. Animation production

processes, quality evaluation, and vendor selection all require expertise most educators never

had reason to develop. Without guidance, schools risk poor decisions that waste limited

resources or deliver ineffective content.

"There's a knowledge gap we can help address," Connolly said. "Teachers recognise animation

could help their students but don't know what's realistic, what it costs, or how to distinguish

good production from poor. Free consultations remove barriers to that knowledge."

Educational Voice positions the programme as educational resource as well as business

development opportunity. Regardless of whether consultation participants eventually

commission studio work, they gain understanding applicable to future content decisions, in-

house efforts, or conversations with other creative partners.

How Schools Can Apply

Educational institutions interested in free consultations can apply through Educational Voice's

website or contact the studio directly. Applications should outline educational context, target

learners, and curriculum areas where animated content might prove beneficial.

The programme welcomes applications from state schools, academies, independent schools,

colleges, universities, and other educational organisations across the UK. Prioritisation goes to

institutions serving disadvantaged communities or students with significant accessibility needs.

"We want to direct our resources where animation can make the biggest difference," Connolly

explained. "Schools working with students who struggle most with traditional materials,

institutions in challenging circumstances - these are the places where great visual content can

genuinely transform outcomes."

Initial consultations typically last sixty to ninety minutes, with follow-up sessions available for

institutions developing detailed content strategies. All consultations are delivered by team

members combining animation expertise with understanding of educational contexts, led by a

founder who has stood where teachers stand now.

About Educational Voice

Educational Voice is one of the best animation studios in Northern Ireland, headquartered in

Belfast and serving clients across Ireland, the UK, and internationally. Founded by former

primary school teacher Michelle Connolly, the studio specialises in educational animations,

explainer videos, corporate training content, and sales animations.



Connolly's teaching degree and classroom experience inform the studio's distinctive approach to

educational content, combining professional animation production with genuine understanding

of how learning works across all age groups. Educational Voice has produced over 3,300

educational animations and has been recognised for its work supporting Irish education through

visual learning.

Services include educational animation production, explainer videos, corporate training

animations, sales animation, and animation consultation. The studio provides end-to-end

production from initial concept through final delivery, serving businesses and educational

institutions seeking professional 2D animation.

For more information about Educational Voice, the free consultation programme for schools, or

professional animation services, visit the studio's website or contact the team directly.

Michelle Connolly

Educational Voice
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