
America’s 250th celebrated January 17 at
famed Hocking Hills Winter Hike, Frozen
Festival

The nation's 250th celebration is marked by the 60th

annual Hocking Hills Winter Hike in Ohio, where

thousands of travelers will converge to enjoy some of

America's greatest beauty and history.

The 60th Annual Winter Hike, among the

first events marking America's 250th

birthday, takes visitors through some of

the nation's most dazzling winter scenery.

LOGAN, OH, UNITED STATES, January 9,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- This year’s

Annual Hocking Hills Winter Hike is one

of the nation’s first celebrations of the

250th anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence. Slated

for Jan. 17, the 60th Hocking Hills

Winter Hike kicks off at 9 a.m. ET, with

continuous starts running through 11

a.m. The six-mile trek from Old Man's

Cave features a midway stop at Cedar

Falls with complimentary hot bean

soup and cornbread provided by the

local Kiwanis Club. Donations are

appreciated and help support Kiwanis’

community work. The hike concludes

at Ash Cave, where the Lions Club welcomes participants with hot chocolate and doughnuts, a

warm reward for a chilly adventure. 

For six decades thousands of visitors have flocked to Ohio’s every January to experience the

annual hike, which started 1967 when one of the world’s most famous hikers, Grandma Emma

Gatewood, started leading folks on the scenic trails that would become Hocking Hills State Park.

Today, thousands of people attend to experience the region’s magnificent scenery. Majestic rock

formations, soaring cliffs, deep gorges and stunning waterfalls that freeze to icy, crystal

sculptures make the Hocking Hills one of the Midwest's most popular winter destinations. In

addition, many of the area’s one-of-a-kind cabins and inns offer winter lodging specials and

discounts. 

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/news/hocking-winter-hike-60


Free bean soup, cornbread and donuts are among

the many rewards participants enjoy on the stunning

six-mile trek during one of the Midwest's first events

celebrating the nation's 250th.

Ohio's Hocking Hills plays host to the free 9th annual

Hocking Hills Frozen Fest, features endless family fun,

on Saturday, Jan. 17 in southeast Ohio.

Layered clothing and good traction

footwear or crampons are

recommended, as snow and ice can

make trails slippery. Hikers are also

encouraged to take photos and videos

of the region’s majestic winter beauty

and post them to Instagram, Facebook,

TikTok and Twitter, tagging

#MyHockingHills.

"Winter is truly a magical time in the

Hills, as visitors have the opportunity

to enjoy a completely different  beauty

and while immersing themselves in a

spectacular winter wonderland,” said

Explore Hocking Hills Communications

Director James Martin. “And they love

the chance to be active in the

outdoors, which combined with the

deep gorges and rock formations

warms hikers warm for an fantastic

experience.”

Also on Jan. 17, the Frozen Festival is in

its ninth year, dazzling visitors with

more than two dozen massive

glittering ice sculptures, ice carving

demonstrations, live music, ice corn

hole and Skee-Ball. A giant ice photo

frame and an ice throne offer the

perfect selfie spots. The event also

features local arts and crafts, food

trucks and local dining. 

Located 40 miles southeast of

Columbus, Ohio's Hocking Hills offers

once-in-a-lifetime experiences,

including plenty of free activities. The

region boasts a wide variety of

affordable and one-of-a-kind lodging,

from camping, cabins and cottages to

hotels and inns. In addition to miles of hiking trails in parks and forests, visitors love the guided

adventures and tours, including a zipline canopy tour, nature and adventure hikes, kayaking,

https://www.explorehockinghills.com/festivals-events/?day=09&amp;month=01&amp;year=2026


rock challenges, rappelling and escape rooms, as well as the magical John Glenn Astronomy

Park. Locally owned fine dining restaurants and inns, diners, distilleries, breweries and wineries

join unique boutiques and antique shops, serving up unforgettable food, drinks and shopping.

Canoeing, horseback riding, golf, spas, woodland sauna pods and more make the Hocking Hills

the perfect place to unplug. Complete traveler information is available at

ExploreHockingHills.com or 1-800-Hocking (800-462-5464).
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email us here

Visit us on social media:

LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

YouTube

TikTok

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/881967583

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

http://www.explorehockinghills.com
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5540841
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hocking-hills-tourism-association/
https://www.instagram.com/myhockinghills/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/MyHockingHills/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgNxDr9I662BGMatsRz0_VA/playlists
https://www.tiktok.com/@explorehockinghillsohio
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/881967583
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

