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Chief Bookkeeping Officer Issues 2026
Regulatory Advisory: New California Laws End
the 'Wild West' Era of Med Spas

California’s SB 351 and AB 1415 mandate
90-day deal notices and strict CPOM
rules, forcing a national shift toward
institutional financial compliance.

NEWPORT BEACH, CA, UNITED STATES,
January 14, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Chief Bookkeeping Officer (CBO), a
leader in specialized financial
operations for medical aesthetics, has
issued a formal advisory following the
Jan. 1st enactment of California’s SB
351 and AB 1415. These landmark laws, accelerated by the "John Oliver Effect" and increased
public scrutiny, have created a regulatory minefield that threatens to void management
contracts and freeze multi-million dollar transactions across the United States.

For years, the MedSpa industry grew under "Ghost Director" models and loose Management
Services Organization (MSO) structures. However, following the 2025 Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver exposé on unsupervised medical direction, regulators have moved to close clinical
gray areas. California’s new laws now codify strict Corporate Practice of Medicine (CPOM)
doctrines, specifically targeting the influence of Private Equity and non-physician owners.

“The days of 'flying under the radar' are over,” said Marc, Founder of Chief Bookkeeping Officer.
“As of January 2026, if your med spa bookkeeping doesn't provide a total clinical and financial
firewall between the MSO and the Professional Corporation, you aren't just at risk of a fine, you
are at risk of a voided contract or a blocked exit.”

The 2026 "Vise Grip": Clinical Autonomy and Mandatory Pauses The CBO advisory highlights two
primary shifts now active in the market:

* The Clinical Firewall (SB 351): Prohibits non-physician entities from interfering with medical
decisions, including hiring based on clinical competency and making decisions regarding coding
and billing procedures.

* The 90-Day Transaction Review (AB 1415): Requires material MedSpa transactions to undergo a


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.chiefbookkeepingofficer.com/med-spa-bookkeeping

90-day review by the Office of Health Care Affordability (OHCA). Without clean, transparent
ledgers that prove CPOM compliance, deals are being delayed or abandoned.

To help owners navigate this shift, Chief Bookkeeping Officer has released a 2026 Med Spa
Regulatory Heat Map and a "Regulatory Pivot" Table detailing the transition from 2025
"Administrative Support" to 2026 "Compliance Reality."

“Bookkeeping is no longer just about taxes; it's the primary evidence of your clinic's legality,”
added Marc.

The full report and linkable assets are available on CBO’s med spa exit readiness website.

About Chief Bookkeeping Officer: Chief Bookkeeping Officer provides specialized financial
management and bookkeeping for the Med Spa industry, focusing on MSO-PC separation and
high-stakes exit readiness.
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