
Brazilian Filmmakers at American Film
Institute Reflect Global Momentum of
Brazilian Cinema

Golden Globe recognition coincides with the work of a new generation of Brazilian Master of Fine Arts

students at AFI.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, January 14, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --  Brazilian cinema has

Being at AFI right now feels

aligned with what’s

happening globally for

Brazilian cinema”

Renato Fimene

entered 2026 with heightened international visibility. The

recent Golden Globe wins for The Secret Agent, awarded

Best Non-English Language Film, and for actor Wagner

Moura have reinforced Brazil’s position within the global

film conversation. At the same time, a group of Brazilian

students at the American Film Institute (AFI) in Los Angeles

is developing projects that align with this broader

recognition, bringing Brazilian perspectives into one of the

most influential film training environments in the United States.

Currently, seven Brazilian filmmakers are enrolled in AFI’s Conservatory Master of Fine Arts

programs across Producing, Cinematography, Screenwriting, and Production Design: Anna

Mendes (Cinematography), Danuza Alves (Production Design), Frico Guimarães

(Cinematography), Giuliana Tambellini (Cinematography), Isabela Santos (Screenwriting), Liz

Macedo (Production Design), and Renato Fimene (Producing).

They are working within AFI’s project-based model, which emphasizes collaboration, hands-on

production, and early exposure to industry standards. Their presence reflects both individual

career trajectories and a wider movement of Brazilian professionals seeking international

platforms while maintaining strong cultural specificity.

The Conservatory admits a limited number of fellows each year, making international

representation selective. The simultaneous enrollment of multiple Brazilian students across

disciplines is notable within the program’s structure. These filmmakers contribute not only as

creators but also as cultural references within writers’ rooms, production teams, and visual

development processes.

Renato Fimene, an MFA Producing Fellow at AFI, notes that the timing is significant. “Being at AFI

http://www.einpresswire.com


right now feels aligned with what’s happening globally for Brazilian cinema,” he said. “There is

increased openness to stories that come from specific cultural realities without being simplified

for the international market.” His work focuses on narrative development and production

strategies that position Brazilian stories for cross-border circulation.

Projects currently in development by Brazilian AFI fellows explore themes frequently highlighted

by international critics covering Brazilian cinema: social stratification observed through daily life,

family dynamics as a reflection of broader structural tensions, generational conflict, and

questions of identity shaped by Brazil’s historical diversity. Rather than relying on spectacle,

these works prioritize character, atmosphere, and realism–traits often cited by international

entertainment media as distinguishing features of contemporary Brazilian film.

Industry analysts have noted that global audiences have shown a growing interest in non-English

language content over the past decade, driven by the rise of streaming platforms and increased

international festival exposure. The Golden Globe recognition reinforces a trend in which

culturally grounded narratives achieve international reach without losing linguistic or thematic

integrity.

As awards recognition and academic training converge, the work of Brazilian filmmakers at AFI

illustrates continuity rather than a short-term spotlight. The current moment suggests sustained

interest in Brazilian voices and signals how education, authorship, and global distribution

increasingly intersect in contemporary cinema.
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