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The Target Drones Market is projected to grow
to a value of US $7.79 billion by 2030.

The Business Research Company’s Target
Drones Global Market Report 2026 -
Market Size, Trends, And Forecast 2026-

2035 The Business

Research Company
LONDON, GREATER LONDON, UNITED

KINGDOM, January 16, 2026 The Business Research Company

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The target

drones industry has witnessed notable

growth in recent years, reflecting increased military investment and evolving defense strategies.
As the demand for more realistic training and advanced weapon testing rises, this market is set
to expand further. Below, we explore the current market size, key factors driving growth, regional
dynamics, and future trends shaping the target drones sector.

Projected Market Size and Growth Trajectory of the Target Drones Market

The target drones market has experienced significant expansion and is expected to continue on
this upward path. From $5.51 billion in 2025, the market is projected to reach $5.96 billion by
2026, registering a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 8.1%. This growth in past years was
driven largely by increased military focus on realistic simulation training, early adoption of
remote-controlled aerial targets for weapons testing, and heightened defense spending on anti-
aircraft system evaluations. Additionally, the rise of threat detection training initiatives and
development of basic unmanned aerial platforms designed for repetitive target missions
contributed to this expansion.

Looking ahead, the market is forecasted to grow more robustly, reaching $7.79 billion by 2030 at
a CAGR of 6.9%. This anticipated surge is linked to the rising demand for sophisticated threat
replication via high-performance target drones and broader integration of autonomous and Al-
driven control technologies. Continued military modernization programs needing advanced
training tools, increased use of reusable and cost-effective drone platforms for defense
exercises, and adoption of high-speed, stealth-mimicking drones for next-gen weapon
evaluations will further fuel growth. Key emerging trends include greater utilization of realistic
combat training drones, high-speed aerial targets for advanced weapon assessment, growing
deployment of marine and ground target drones for multi-domain training, innovations in jet-
powered UAV platforms, and expansion of disposable, low-cost target drone initiatives.
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Understanding Target Drones and Their Military Role

Target drones are unmanned aerial vehicles, typically remote-controlled, used primarily to train
anti-aircraft operators. These drones often resemble radio-controlled model airplanes but can
simulate real aircraft by incorporating defense mechanisms, radar signatures, and other
technologies. Their applications extend to military system development and testing, personnel
training for threat detection, and conducting destruction tests on manned combat aircraft and
air defense weapons. Essentially, target drones serve as realistic opponents in military exercises,
enhancing the effectiveness of weapons and operator preparedness.

Defense Spending as a Key Growth Catalyst in the Target Drones Market

Rising defense budgets worldwide are a significant driver behind the expansion of the target
drones market. Defense spending includes funds allocated for military operations, personnel
salaries, training, healthcare, as well as procurement of weapons, equipment, and infrastructure.
Governments are increasing these budgets to boost military readiness, modernize defense
technologies, and strengthen national security in response to shifting global threats. This
increased funding supports the purchase and deployment of military drones, which have
become essential force multipliers in combat scenarios. For instance, the UK government’s 2025
Spending Review projects defense expenditure to rise from USD 83.3 billion (£62.2 billion) in
2025/26 to USD 98.2 billion (£73.5 billion) by 2028/29, reflecting an average annual real-terms
growth rate of 3.8%. Such increments in defense budgets directly contribute to the growing
demand for target drones.

View the full target drones market report:
https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/target-drones-global-market-report

Geographical Insights into the Target Drones Market

In 2025, North America held the largest share in the target drones market, driven by substantial
defense investments and advanced military infrastructure. Meanwhile, the Asia-Pacific region is
expected to demonstrate the fastest growth during the forecast period, benefiting from
increasing defense modernization efforts and expanding military training programs. Additional
regions analyzed in the target drones market include South East Asia, Western Europe, Eastern
Europe, South America, the Middle East, and Africa, each contributing uniquely to overall market
dynamics based on regional defense priorities and spending patterns.
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