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AUSTIN, TX, UNITED STATES, January

22, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Market

Size and Outlook

According to DataM Intelligence, the

Global Alginates Market is projected to

grow from USD 1.08 billion in 2024 to

USD 2.41 billion by 2032, registering a

CAGR of 10.6% during 2025–2032.

The market growth is driven by rising

demand from food & beverages, pharmaceuticals, wound care, cosmetics, and industrial

applications, owing to alginates’ natural origin, biocompatibility, gel-forming ability, and

stabilizing properties. Extracted primarily from brown seaweed, alginates are increasingly

preferred as clean-label, sustainable, and functional hydrocolloids across multiple industries.
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With growing consumer preference for plant-based

ingredients, expansion of processed food consumption,

and increasing use of alginates in drug delivery and

medical dressings, the alginates market is witnessing

steady global expansion.

Get a Sample PDF Of This Report (Get Higher Priority for

Corporate Email ID):– https://www.datamintelligence.com/download-sample/alginate-market

Growth Drivers

• Global processed and convenience food consumption exceeded USD 5.6 trillion in 2024,

accelerating demand for natural stabilizers such as alginates.

• Pharmaceutical excipient demand grew by 11.8% in 2024, with alginates widely used in
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controlled-release drug formulations.

• Advanced wound care market crossed USD 22 billion in 2024, boosting medical-grade alginate

dressing adoption.

• Over 65% of global cosmetic brands now use bio-based polymers, supporting alginate

penetration in skincare and personal care.

• Seaweed farming production surpassed 38 million metric tons in 2024, improving raw material

availability and cost stability.

Market Segmentation Analysis

By Product Type

• Sodium Alginate dominates the market with 52% share (USD 562 million in 2024) due to

extensive use in food thickening, pharmaceutical formulations, and textile printing. It is projected

to reach USD 1.28 billion by 2032.

• Calcium Alginate accounts for 26% (USD 281 million), driven by rising usage in wound dressings

and biomedical applications.

• Potassium Alginate holds 14% (USD 151 million), primarily used in food and specialty industrial

applications.

• Others (Magnesium, Ammonium Alginate) contribute 8% (USD 86 million) and are gaining

traction in niche applications.

By Application

• Food & Beverages leads with 38% share (USD 410 million in 2024), supported by demand for

stabilizers in dairy, bakery, sauces, and frozen desserts.

• Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare represent 27% (USD 292 million), driven by drug encapsulation,

dental impressions, and wound care products.

• Industrial Applications account for 18% (USD 194 million), including textile printing, paper

coating, and welding rods.

• Cosmetics & Personal Care hold 12% (USD 130 million) due to rising demand for natural

thickeners.

• Others (Biotechnology, Agriculture) comprise 5% (USD 54 million).

By Grade



• Food Grade Alginates dominate with 44% share, driven by clean-label food formulations.

• Pharmaceutical Grade accounts for 33%, registering the fastest growth at 12.2% CAGR.

• Industrial Grade holds 23%, primarily used in textiles and paper industries.
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Regional Insights

Asia-Pacific

Asia-Pacific dominates the alginates market with 42% share (USD 454 million in 2024) and is

projected to grow at 11.8% CAGR.

• China contributes over 60% of global brown seaweed production.

• Japan and South Korea lead in pharmaceutical and biomedical alginate applications.

• Expanding food processing industries in India and Southeast Asia are accelerating demand.

Europe

Europe holds 26% market share (USD 281 million).

• Strong presence of food hydrocolloid manufacturers in Germany, France, and the UK.

• High adoption in pharmaceutical excipients and medical dressings.

• Stringent regulations favoring natural additives support alginate usage.

North America

North America accounts for 22% share (USD 238 million).

• Rising demand for clean-label food products in the US.

• Growing adoption of alginate-based wound care in hospitals.

• Increasing R&D investments in controlled drug release systems.

Rest of the World
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Latin America and Middle East & Africa collectively hold 10% share, driven by emerging food

processing and cosmetic industries.

Key Players

The Alginates Market is moderately consolidated, with global seaweed processors and specialty

chemical manufacturers focusing on capacity expansion, sustainable harvesting, and application-

specific grades.

1. FMC Corporation 

2. DuPont 

3. Cargill Inc. 

4. CP Kelco 

5. BASF SE 

6. Gelymar SA 

7. KIMICA Corporation  

8. IRO Alginate Industry Co., Ltd. 

9. Shandong Jiejing Group Corporation 

10. Qingdao Gather Great Ocean Algae Industry Group 

11. ALGAIA Danisco A/S

12. Ingredients Solutions Inc.

13. Mytech, Inc

14. SNAP Natural & Alginate Products Pvt Ltd

15. Marine Biopolymers Limited

16. Dohler Group.

Key Highlights

• CP Kelco commands a strong position in food and pharmaceutical alginates with global

distribution.

• FMC Corporation expanded alginate capacity for medical and specialty food applications.

• Cargill integrates alginates into its clean-label texturizer portfolio.

• Gelymar SA focuses on high-purity pharmaceutical and cosmetic-grade alginates.

Recent Developments

1• CP Kelco expanded its alginate production facility in Europe

2• FMC Corporation launched high-purity medical-grade alginates for wound care

3• Cargill introduced sustainable seaweed-sourced alginate blends for dairy applications

4• KIMICA Corporation partnered with Japanese pharma firms for controlled-release

formulations 
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Market Outlook & Opportunities

• Medical-grade alginate demand to exceed USD 720 million by 2032.

• Plant-based food formulations to create USD 450 million incremental opportunity.

• Growing use in 3D bioprinting and tissue engineering.

• Expansion of seaweed aquaculture to stabilize raw material supply.

• Emerging demand for alginates in biodegradable packaging films.

Conclusion

The Global Alginates Market is positioned for steady and sustainable growth. Driven by rising

demand for natural, functional, and biocompatible ingredients, alginates are becoming

indispensable across food, healthcare, cosmetics, and industrial sectors.

According to DataM Intelligence, industry leaders such as CP Kelco, FMC Corporation, Cargill, and

BASF are strengthening their market presence through innovation, sustainability initiatives, and

expansion into high-value pharmaceutical and biomedical applications. As clean-label trends and

bio-based materials gain momentum, alginates are set to remain a critical component of next-

generation formulations worldwide.
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