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ASKA and College of Design and Engineering
at NUS Sign Memorandum of Understanding
to Advance Next-Generation Aviation

Collaboration to Accelerate Sustainable
Air Mobility and Aerospace Innovation

FRESNO COUNTY, CA, UNITED STATES,
January 27, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
ASKA, an advanced air mobility
company developing hybrid-electric
drive-and-fly VTOL vehicles, has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the College of Design and
Engineering (CDE) at the National
University of Singapore (NUS) to
collaborate on cutting-edge research
and development across aviation, energy, and intelligent systems.

The MOU establishes a framework for cooperation between NFT Inc., doing business as ASKA,
and the Department of Mechanical Engineering within CDE at NUS. The collaboration aims to
accelerate innovation in advanced air mobility, aviation battery technologies, aerospace systems,
materials science, and artificial intelligence, control automation, while fostering education, talent
development, and joint research initiatives.

A cornerstone of the collaboration is the Parties’ intention to jointly pursue next-generation
aviation battery technologies for electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) and advanced air
mobility applications. This includes plans to explore the establishment of a joint laboratory
dedicated to experimental research, prototyping, and testing of high-performance aviation-grade
battery systems.

Under the MOU, ASKA and CDE will explore a range of collaborative opportunities, including joint
research and development in advanced batteries, propulsion systems, composites, avionics, Al,
and autonomous flight technologies.

“This collaboration with CDE at NUS represents an important step in advancing the technologies
needed for safe, scalable, and sustainable air mobility,” said Guy Kaplinsky, Co-Founder and CEO


http://www.einpresswire.com

of ASKA. “By combining ASKA's applied aviation expertise with NUS' world-class research
capabilities, we aim to accelerate innovation from laboratory research to real-world
deployment.”

“This MOU reflects our commitment to translating fundamental research into technologies that
address global mobility and sustainability challenges,” said Associate Professor Palani Balaya, the
Technical Lead from the Department of Mechanical Engineering under CDE at NUS, overseeing
the implementation of projects under the MOU.

About ASKA

ASKA is a California-based advanced air mobility company developing hybrid-electric drive-and-
fly VTOL vehicles designed to integrate seamlessly into everyday transportation. Through
innovation in aerospace engineering, energy systems, and intelligent design, ASKA aims to
enable practical, safe, and sustainable air mobility.

About the College of Design and Engineering (CDE), National University of Singapore (NUS)

The College of Design and Engineering (CDE) at the National University of Singapore (NUS) offers
students a distinctive, interdisciplinary education across the fields of architecture, design and
engineering. Furthermore, CDE is also a home to multidisciplinary research platforms, where the
converging fields of design, technology, and human factors are explored. Our ongoing research
initiatives span a wide array of focus areas, ranging from data and information systems to
design, environment, and society. We delve into exciting fields such as digital twin technology,
energy systems, engineering in medicine, and the creation of healthy and sustainable cities. In
addition, our research also extends to infrastructure management, materials science and
engineering, next-generation microelectronics, quantum engineering, next-generation ports,
ocean infrastructure and renewables, robotics and machine intelligence, as well as urban
solutions and sustainability. Through these research endeavors, we strive to push the
boundaries of knowledge, address complex challenges, and drive positive change and innovation
in society.
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