
Iroquois Steeplechase Renews International
Partnership with The Jockey Club UK Through
Support of TVV Capital

NASHVILLE, TN, UNITED STATES,

February 4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

The Iroquois Steeplechase today

announced the renewal of its

international partnership with The

Jockey Club UK, reaffirming a shared

commitment to excellence in jump

racing and the continued

strengthening of trans-Atlantic ties

between American and British

steeplechasing. The renewed

relationship is made possible through

the ongoing support of TVV Capital, led

by Andrew Byrd, and underscores a

long-term vision to elevate the global

profile of the sport.

The Iroquois Steeplechase confirms

that ABAAN, winner of this year’s

Grade 1 Calvin Houghland Iroquois, will

not travel to the Cheltenham Festival in

March 2026. While ABAAN’s entire

team were honored by the invitation,

due to unforeseen circumstances, they will not be able to compete in the Paddy Power Stayers’

Hurdle.

“From the beginning, this partnership has been about honoring the traditions of steeplechasing

while helping the sport grow on a global scale,” said Andrew Byrd, CEO of TVV Capital. “The

Iroquois Steeplechase and The Jockey Club UK share a commitment to excellence, and together

we are building lasting connections between Nashville and Cheltenham that benefit horsemen,

fans and the future of jump racing on both sides of the Atlantic.”

As part of this renewed commitment, the Iroquois Steeplechase leadership team, along with
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L-R: Dwight Hall (VSHF Race Chairman), Ted

Thompson (Clerk of the Course), Marianne Byrd

(VSHF President) and Andrew Byrd (TVV Capital CEO)

sponsor Andrew Byrd, will travel to the

renowned Cheltenham Festival this

March, reinforcing the organization’s

hands-on engagement with The Jockey

Club UK and its dedication to

strengthening relationships within the

international jump racing community.

The invitation was extended through

the ongoing collaboration between the

Iroquois Steeplechase, The Jockey Club

UK and TVV Capital, highlighting the

increasing international visibility of

American steeplechasing and the

excitement generated by

championship racing in Nashville each

spring. Both organizations remain

committed to expanding global

awareness and strengthening the

connection between Nashville’s Iroquois Steeplechase and Cheltenham, the epicenter of jump

racing in the United Kingdom.

From the beginning, this

partnership has been about

honoring the traditions of

steeplechasing while

helping the sport grow on a

global scale.”

Andrew Byrd, CEO of TVV

Capital

Under the renewed collaboration, the winner of the 2026

Grade 1 Calvin Houghland Iroquois Steeplechase, held on

Saturday, May 9, 2026, in Nashville, will be eligible for an

invitation to compete in the Paddy Power Stayers’ Hurdle

at the 2027 Cheltenham Festival.

“This partnership with the Iroquois Steeplechase

represents a truly unique and meaningful connection

between two historic racing institutions,” said Matthew

Woolston, Assistant Racing & International Director at The

Jockey Club UK. “We are delighted to continue this

collaboration and to welcome members of the Iroquois Steeplechase team to Cheltenham this

March. Their visit underscores a shared commitment to excellence in jump racing and to

strengthening the trans-Atlantic exchange that benefits the sport, its participants and its

supporters.”

For more information about the Iroquois Steeplechase, scheduled for May 9, 2026, tickets to the

event and its international partnership with The Jockey Club UK, visit

www.iroquoissteeplechase.org.   

http://www.iroquoissteeplechase.org


ABAAN with Andrew Byrd, CEO TVV

Capital

For more information about booking travel to the 2026

Cheltenham Festival, visit

www.racingaroundtheworld.co.uk/inbound.

About Iroquois Steeplechase

The Iroquois Steeplechase is a full day of racing at Percy

Warner Park in Nashville, TN. The mission of the

Iroquois Steeplechase is to manage and produce an

annual world-class horse race that benefits Monroe

Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt and other local

community non-profits, as well as promote the sport of

steeplechasing. To learn more about Steeplechase, visit

www.iroquoissteeplechase.org.

About Jockey Club UK 

The mission of The Jockey Club UK is to act for the long

term good of British racing in everything we do. Under

its Royal Charter, The Jockey Club UK has no

shareholders and does not pay dividends, re-investing

all its profits back into horseracing. Our vision is for a

thriving British horseracing industry for all. We are

focused on achieving this by delivering against our strategic pillars: empowering our people;

investing in the racing industry; engaging our fans and attracting new audiences; and creating a

sustainable future.

Our mission, vision and strategy are underpinned by our values. The smallest actions and

decisions we make every day that decide what kind of business we are. How we work with each

other, how we bring pride to our work, how we welcome people in – everyday. One Team

Together we help each other to thrive. We are passionate about what we do and innovate with

confidence, respecting our heritage and legacy. We enhance experiences and aim to build strong

relationships with each other and every one of our communities.  For more information, visit

www.thejockeyclub.co.uk.
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