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Global Uncertainty and Mortgage Rate
Volatility Put a Premium on Certainty

Mortgage rates are swinging fast amid global uncertainty. Learn what it means for home sellers and
why certainty matters more than ever.

TYSONS, VA, UNITED STATES, February 4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Recent presidential actions
and rhetoric have underscored just how quickly mortgage
“ rates can change, adding another layer of uncertainty for

Many traditional deals don't today’s housing market.

fall apart because of the
house; they fall apart
because financing changes.
Rising rates can turn a
qualified buyer into a risky
one overnight.”

Rates dropped sharply earlier in the month after Trump
announced a plan that would direct Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac to purchase billions of dollars in mortgage-
backed securities. That proposal pushed borrowing costs
to a three-year low and briefly improved affordability for

Nick Ron buyers.

But the momentum didn't last.

Following renewed geopolitical tensions tied to Trump's foreign policy stance, more specifically,
his comments around Greenland and the possibility of retaliatory tariffs from European allies,
markets reversed course. The average 30-year fixed-rate mortgage rose from 6.07% on Friday,
Jan. 16, to about 6.21% after the holiday weekend. At the same time, both 10-year and 30-year
U.S. Treasury yields climbed, directly pressuring mortgage rates higher.

Market analysts point to growing international concern as a key driver. Mortgage News Daily
COO Matthew Graham noted that, alongside tariff threats from the European Union, a Danish
pension fund announced plans to liquidate its U.S. Treasury holdings, raising concerns that other
foreign investors could follow.

Immediate Impact: While the immediate dollar impact may be limited, the signal it sends to
global markets matters. Add in a spike in Japanese borrowing costs that triggered a bond selloff,
and concerns about broader economic stability intensified quickly.

The Ripple Effect: This extends beyond housing. U.S. stocks fell sharply amid the uncertainty,
with the Dow Jones Industrial Average dropping more than 850 points in a single session.
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Residential real estate stocks were hit particularly hard, falling between 3% and 6%.

What It Means For Sellers: For homeowners looking to sell, this volatility can pose real
challenges. When rates move this quickly, buyers’ financing can fall apart late in the process,
even after an offer is accepted. That's one reason some sellers are choosing to explore
alternatives that aren't tied to mortgage approvals at all.

Nick Ron, CEO of House Buyers of America, notes that “many traditional deals don't fall apart
because of the house; they fall apart because financing changes. Rising rates can turn a qualified
buyer into a risky one overnight.”

About House Buyers of America

House Buyers of America is a leading national home-buying company helping homeowners sell
with confidence through a simple, transparent, and hassle-free process. Founded in 2001 and
operating in 44 states, the company blends decades of real estate expertise with technology-
driven operations to deliver speed, certainty, and consistent outcomes. House Buyers of America
has been recognized for its industry impact, including Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year
and inclusion on the Inc. 5000 list of America’s fastest-growing companies.
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