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Global Dry-Format Hair Cleansers Market to
Reach USD 8.7 billion by 2036, Driven by
Waterless Hair Care Trends

Dry-format hair cleansers market to grow
at 15.2% CAGR, driven by waterless
routines, sustainability, and innovation in
scalp-friendly formulations worldwide.

NEWARK, DE, UNITED STATES, February
4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
global dry-format hair cleansers
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DRY-FORMAT HAIR CLEANSERS MARKET: GROWTH
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(FMI). This rapid growth is underpinned
by a marked industry-wide shift from
traditional wash-centric hair care to Dry-Format Hair Cleansers Market
convenience-driven, maintenance-

focused solutions that prioritize scalp

comfort, oil control, and styling integrity without reliance on water.

Women make up the largest segment of dry-format hair cleanser users, accounting for 58.9% of
the market. This is driven by their higher frequency of hairstyling, longer hair lengths, and a
stronger preference for products that maintain salon-quality results between washes.
Innovations in these products focus on advanced oil absorption and scalp-friendly ingredients,
enabling professional-level performance without the need for water.
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Market Context: The Evolution Toward Waterless Hair Hygiene
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Dry-format hair cleansers—non-liquid, rinse-free products such as powders, sprays, foams, and
solid sticks—are increasingly integrated into regular hair care regimens rather than reserved as
occasional fixes. This evolution aligns with consumers’ growing preference for extending time
between washes, managing scalp health, and maintaining salon-quality styles with minimal
disruption to daily routines.

Women, representing 58.9% of the market, are the predominant end-users due to their higher
frequency of styling and longer hair lengths, which drive demand for products that prolong hair
freshness and volume while controlling excess oil.

Technical advancements are pivotal to this growth, with innovations focusing on micro particle
dispersion, oil absorption technologies, and scalp-compatible actives that ensure dry cleansers
perform at a professional grade without water. These formulations emphasize minimal residue,
sensory appeal, and support repeated daily use, thereby positioning dry cleansers as core
components of contemporary hair care.

Key Market Drivers and Industry Insights

+ Sustainability and Water Conservation: National mandates, particularly in China and India,
emphasize reducing water consumption, pushing manufacturers and consumers toward
waterless hair hygiene solutions. China’s 14th Five-Year Plan enforces zero growth in water
usage, directly influencing consumer habits and product innovation.

* Ingredient Safety and Regulatory Compliance: Germany leads the market in regulatory
adherence, driving reformulation away from aerosol propellants toward benzene-free, starch-
based powders in compliance with upcoming EU regulations effective May 2026. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's WaterSense program further promotes water-efficient
products, increasing consumer awareness about sustainable personal care.

+ Scalp Health Science: Formulation innovation increasingly addresses the “skinification” of the
scalp, prioritizing barrier health and inflammation prevention. Modern dry cleansers aim to
avoid follicle occlusion and oxidative stress, with new patents emphasizing easy removal to
maintain scalp health without excessive washing.

Market Segmentation and Regional Outlook
* Product Formats: Powder-based dry cleansers lead with a 42.6% market share, favored for
their efficacy and longer lifespan compared to traditional aerosols. Leading brands such as

Batiste emphasize powder formulas' environmental and performance benefits.

* Hair Type Focus: Products designed for oily hair comprise 39.8% of demand, reflecting the
fundamental role of dry cleansers in controlling sebum and refreshing hair between washes.



+ Geographic Growth: Asia Pacific is the fastest-growing region, with China growing at 18.2%
CAGR and India at 17.4%. Europe and North America follow, with Germany at 16.1% CAGR and
the U.S. at 14.9%, driven by regulatory environments and professional endorsement. The United
Kingdom's water conservation initiatives support growth at 14.2% CAGR.

Leading Industry Players and Strategic Developments

Key brands capturing increasing market share focus on integrating dry cleansers into routine
maintenance rather than emergency styling fixes. Batiste remains a market leader, leveraging
consumer education and availability to normalize daily dry cleansing. Premium brands like Living
Proof emphasize molecular science and salon credibility, attracting consumers prioritizing scalp
health.

Corporate activity underscores sector momentum: In October 2025, Kering and L'Oréal forged a
strategic alliance to explore luxury wellness opportunities, while Procter & Gamble introduced
Gemz, a water-activated, single-dose shampoo and conditioner format. Unilever reinforced scalp
skinification trends through new ingredient technologies supporting sebum regulation.

Market Definition and Scope

The dry-format hair cleansers market encompasses waterless hair care products explicitly
formulated to absorb oil, refresh the scalp, and extend intervals between traditional shampoos.
This includes powder, spray, foam, and solid stick formats sold through online and offline retail
channels globally. The category excludes traditional liquid shampoos, rinse-out conditioners,
styling products lacking defined cleansing function, and professional salon-only treatments.

Future Outlook

The dry-format hair cleansers market is anticipated to sustain robust growth driven by increasing
consumer adoption of waterless, scalp-friendly routines combined with regulatory pressures and
sustainability mandates. Continued innovation in formulation and delivery technologies, coupled
with expanding geographic penetration, will likely position dry cleansers as an indispensable
component of modern hair care worldwide.
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About Future Market Insights (FMI)

Future Market Insights, Inc. (FMI) is an ESOMAR-certified, ISO 9001:2015 market research and
consulting organization, trusted by Fortune 500 clients and global enterprises. With operations in
the U.S., UK, India, and Dubai, FMI provides data-backed insights and strategic intelligence across
30+ industries and 1200 markets worldwide.
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