
On-the-go Snack Disposable Packaging Market
is Anticipated to Reach USD 12.5 Billion by
2036 Amid Retail Transformation

On-the-go Snack Disposable Packaging Market

Germany’s packaging industry is set to

grow at 8.8% CAGR, with Mondi’s 2025

deal and rapid recycled-content adoption

driving circular innovation.

NEWARK, DE, UNITED STATES, February

5, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

global on-the-go snack disposable

packaging market is entering a decade

of accelerated structural change,

driven by evolving consumer lifestyles,

regulatory pressure on single-use

plastics, and a fundamental redesign of

snack packaging formats. According to a new analysis by Future Market Insights (FMI), the

market is projected to expand from USD 4.8 billion in 2026 to USD 12.5 billion by 2036,

registering a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 10.0% over the forecast period.

This growth reflects a clear shift in how snack foods are produced, packaged, and consumed

across convenience retail, quick-service restaurants (QSRs), vending machines, and travel retail

channels worldwide.

Explore Opportunities – Get Your Sample of Our Industry Overview Now!

https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/sample/rep-gb-31789

Market Snapshot: Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How

•  Who: Global packaging manufacturers, snack food producers, convenience retailers, and

foodservice operators

•  What: Single-use, on-the-go snack disposable packaging formats

•  When: Forecast period from 2026 to 2036

•  Where: North America, Europe, Asia Pacific, Latin America, and Middle East & Africa

•  Why: Rising demand for hygienic, ready-to-eat snacks and tightening sustainability

regulations

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/on-the-go-snack-disposable-packaging-market
https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/on-the-go-snack-disposable-packaging-market
https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/sample/rep-gb-31789


•  How: Through innovation in mono-material films, fiber-based packaging, and regulation-

compliant designs

FMI’s projections are based on a bottom-up forecasting model, combining packaging volume and

pricing analysis, channel-level demand modeling, and scenario alignment with evolving global

packaging regulations.

Industry Context: Convenience, Compliance, and Circularity

The rapid expansion of on-the-go snack packaging is occurring against a backdrop of intensifying

environmental scrutiny. Data from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) indicates

that the world produces 430 million metric tonnes of plastic annually, heightening pressure on

manufacturers to redesign disposable packaging systems.

Industry leaders increasingly acknowledge that packaging innovation alone is insufficient. In

October 2024, Amcor CEO Peter Konieczny emphasized the need for infrastructure and

consumer participation to make circularity viable, underscoring the systemic nature of the

transition now underway.

Key Market Metrics and Outlook

On-the-Go Snack Disposable Packaging Market: Key Takeaways

•  Industry Size (2026): USD 4.8 billion

•  Industry Value (2036): USD 12.5 billion

•  CAGR (2026–2036): 10.0%

•  Largest Market by Value: United States

FMI analysts observe a decisive shift away from low-cost, volume-driven flexible packaging

toward high-barrier, regulation-compliant mono-material formats, increasingly tied to shelf

access and retailer procurement standards.

Why Sustainability Is Driving Demand

Sustainability has moved from a brand differentiator to a market access requirement.

Regulations adopted in December 2024 mandate reusable or compliant packaging options in

takeaway sectors by 2030, accelerating the phase-out of non-circular plastics. FMI analysis shows

that brands failing to meet recyclability and recovery standards face reduced shelf presence,

particularly in convenience retail.

This regulatory environment is pushing manufacturers to balance product freshness, hygiene,

and recyclability, reshaping material selection and packaging design strategies.



Segment Insights: Where Growth Is Concentrated

By End Use: Convenience Stores Lead

Convenience stores account for 44% of global demand, reflecting the impulse-driven, immediate-

consumption nature of on-the-go snacks. Retailers are emerging as compliance gatekeepers,

requiring packaging that meets hygiene, durability, and disposal standards at high sales

velocity.

By Packaging Format: Pouches & Wraps Dominate

•  Market Share: 38%

•  Growth Driver: Lightweighting and logistics efficiency

Flexible pouches and wraps are increasingly replacing rigid containers as advancements in

barrier technology allow moisture and oxygen protection without non-recyclable metallic

layers.

By Material: Multilayer Films Transitioning to Mono-Materials

•  Current Share: 46%

While traditional multilayer films dominate due to shelf-life performance, innovation is rapidly

shifting toward mono-material polyethylene (PE) and polypropylene (PP) structures that retain

high-barrier properties while enabling recyclability.

The Acceleration of Mono-Material Packaging

The transition from complex laminates to single-polymer structures is a defining trend of the

forecast period. In July 2024, Amcor collaborated with Lorenz Snacks to launch AmPrima, a

recycle-ready mono-material pouch that achieved a 51% reduction in carbon footprint. Such

solutions demonstrate that recyclability, durability, and visual appeal can coexist in high-volume

snack applications.

Regional Growth Patterns and Regulatory Impact

Forecast CAGR by Country (2026–2036):

•  India: 13.6%

•  China: 11.6%

•  Brazil: 10.0%

•  United States: 9.2%

•  Germany: 8.8%



•  Japan: 7.8%

Emerging markets such as India and China are experiencing rapid growth driven by urbanization

and the formalization of retail, while also enforcing stricter bans on single-use plastics. In

contrast, developed markets are focusing on material innovation and recovery infrastructure to

meet advanced sustainability targets.

Brazil is emerging as a regulatory bellwether following the enactment of Decree No. 12,688,

which mandates a 32% plastic packaging recovery rate by 2026, effectively integrating reverse

logistics into packaging cost structures.

Competitive Landscape: Consolidation for Scale and Compliance

The market is characterized by intensifying consolidation, as global players acquire regional

capacity to secure compliant supply chains. Notable developments include:

•  Mondi’s acquisition of Schumacher Packaging’s Western Europe operations (April 2025)

•  Sonoco’s integration of Eviosys (May 2025)

•  Huhtamaki’s expansion of fiber-based lid production in the UK (November 2024)

These moves reflect a broader industry pivot from volume-driven growth to value creation

through sustainability and compliance.

Outlook Through 2036

FMI concludes that by 2036, competitive advantage in the on-the-go snack disposable packaging

market will be defined by the ability to commercialize certified circular solutions at scale. As

governments shift from voluntary guidelines to enforceable recovery mandates, packaging

design, material choice, and logistics integration will become core strategic considerations rather

than downstream concerns.

Why FMI: https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/why-fmi

Have a Look at Related Research Reports on the Packaging Domain:

Metallic Paper Lids Market  https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/metallic-paper-lids-

market

Modular Refill-Pod Cartons Market  https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/modular-

refill-pod-cartons-market

Foam-Free Snack Inserts Market  https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/foam-free-

snack-inserts-market
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Flavor-Release Films Market  https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/flavor-release-films-

market

Blow Fill Seal Technology Market  https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/blow-fill-seal-

technology-market

About Future Market Insights (FMI)

Future Market Insights, Inc. (FMI) is an ESOMAR-certified, ISO 9001:2015 market research and

consulting organization, trusted by Fortune 500 clients and global enterprises. With operations in

the U.S., UK, India, and Dubai, FMI provides data-backed insights and strategic intelligence across
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