
How to Build an Insurance Preparedness Plan
Before Hurricane Season Hits

METAIRIE, LA, UNITED STATES, February

5, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As

hurricane season approaches each

year, preparation becomes a critical

responsibility for homeowners, renters,

and business operators across the Gulf

South. Storm-related losses are often

compounded not by the severity of the

event itself, but by gaps in insurance

understanding, documentation, and

timing. An insurance preparedness

plan established before hurricane

season begins can reduce confusion,

delays, and disputes during the

recovery process.

Insurance preparedness starts with a

clear understanding of existing

coverage. Many policyholders assume

protection exists for all storm-related damage, yet coverage distinctions between wind, flood,

and named storm deductibles frequently create unexpected exposure. Reviewing declarations

pages, deductibles, exclusions, and endorsements well in advance allows time to address

deficiencies before binding restrictions or moratoriums are imposed.

One of the most common challenges during hurricane recovery involves documentation.

Insurers rely on accurate records to assess claims, verify property details, and process payments.

Creating an inventory of personal or business property prior to hurricane season provides a

factual baseline that supports faster claims resolution. Photographs, videos, serial numbers,

receipts, and appraisals should be stored securely, with digital copies backed up offsite or in

cloud-based systems.

Policy limits should also be evaluated before the start of the season. Construction costs, labor

shortages, and material price fluctuations can affect rebuilding expenses from one year to the

next. Coverage amounts that were adequate several years ago may no longer reflect

replacement realities. An annual review ensures limits remain aligned with current conditions

rather than outdated assumptions.
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Policyholders who

understand coverage,

document property, and

review limits ahead of

hurricane season tend to

navigate claims with fewer

complications when storms

occur”

Dan Burghardt

Another often-overlooked aspect of preparedness involves

deductibles. Hurricane and windstorm deductibles are

commonly calculated as a percentage of insured value

rather than a flat dollar amount. Understanding how these

deductibles apply helps set realistic expectations regarding

out-of-pocket responsibility following a storm. Financial

planning tied to deductible exposure can reduce stress

during post-storm recovery.

Flood insurance requires separate consideration. Standard

homeowners and commercial property policies do not

include flood coverage. Policies issued through the National Flood Insurance Program and

private flood markets often include waiting periods before coverage becomes effective.

Evaluating flood risk and securing coverage well ahead of hurricane season avoids last-minute

limitations that can leave properties uninsured.

Communication planning is another key element of insurance preparedness. During major

storms, access to physical offices may be limited and normal communication channels

disrupted. Maintaining updated contact information for insurance representatives, carriers, and

claims departments supports faster response once conditions allow. Keeping policy numbers,

claim reporting instructions, and emergency contact details readily accessible helps reduce

delays.

Business operators face additional considerations. Business interruption coverage, extra

expense provisions, and contingent business income endorsements vary widely by policy.

Understanding how operations are defined, how income loss is calculated, and what

documentation is required allows businesses to prepare financial records in advance. Payroll

reports, tax filings, and revenue statements often become critical during claims evaluation.

Preparedness planning also includes understanding policy responsibilities following a loss. Most

policies require reasonable steps to prevent additional damage after a storm, such as temporary

repairs or mitigation efforts. Knowing these obligations ahead of time allows for quicker action

when safe conditions return, helping preserve coverage eligibility.

According to Dan Burghardt, owner of Dan Burghardt Insurance, preparation consistently makes

a measurable difference in post-storm outcomes.

“Insurance works best when preparation happens before the forecast,” Burghardt said.

“Policyholders who understand coverage, document property, and review limits ahead of

hurricane season tend to navigate claims with fewer complications when storms occur.”
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Geographic considerations also influence preparedness planning. Coastal and inland regions

face different risk profiles depending on wind exposure, storm surge, and rainfall patterns.

Communities across southeast and central Louisiana, as well as southern Mississippi, experience

varied impacts that affect insurance needs. Reviewing coverage with regional risk in mind helps

align protection with actual exposure.

Long-term agency relationships can also support preparedness. Consistent policy management

allows historical records, property changes, and prior claims to be tracked more accurately. This

continuity often simplifies the review process and improves clarity during stressful post-storm

periods.

After four decades of operation, Dan Burghardt Insurance has expanded licensing across

Louisiana and Mississippi while serving communities including New Orleans, Metairie, Kenner,

Gretna, St. Bernard, Slidell, Mandeville, Covington, Baton Rouge, Hammond, Houma, Thibodaux,

LaPlace, Lake Charles, Bossier City, Central, Lafayette, Monroe, Shreveport, and Alexandria. The

agency’s experience across diverse markets highlights the value of early planning and regional

awareness.

Hurricane preparedness extends beyond supplies and evacuation routes. Insurance planning

forms a foundational component of recovery, influencing how quickly normalcy can be restored

after a storm. Establishing an insurance preparedness plan before hurricane season begins

supports clarity, continuity, and informed decision-making when conditions are unpredictable.

As hurricane season approaches, proactive review, documentation, and communication remain

central to reducing uncertainty. Preparation completed in advance provides stability when

storms test both property and patience.
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