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More homeowners opt for in-person

selection as stone sourcing shifts toward

regional, experience-based showrooms

PALO ALTO, CA, UNITED STATES,

February 5, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Carmel Stone Imports, a leading

California-based supplier of premium

natural stone and engineered surfaces,

is expanding its regional showroom

presence in response to a growing

preference among homeowners and

designers for in-person stone

selection. This shift comes as

remodeling activity continues to

outpace relocation, driving sustained

demand for luxury countertops,

flooring, and tile.

Over the past year, the company has

observed increased foot traffic and

product engagement at its showrooms in Carmel, Sand City, and Palo Alto. The trend reflects a

broader industry movement: while online research plays a role in early decision-making, many

buyers prefer to see full slabs and tile samples in person before committing to a selection.

“Our clients want to understand the materials they’re choosing, not just see a photo online,” said

Robbie Robinson, Owner of Carmel Stone Imports. “In-person visits help them compare veining,

texture, and finishes side by side, which is essential for high-investment surfaces.”

Responding to a Design-Driven Market

Consumer interest in natural textures, large-format slabs, and seamless indoor-outdoor

installations is reshaping the surface materials industry. Carmel Stone Imports has aligned its

offerings with this demand by providing an extensive selection of marble, quartzite, limestone,

porcelain, and quartz surfaces.
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Our clients want to

understand the materials
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see a photo online”

Robbie Robinson

Common requests include:

• Large porcelain slabs for modern kitchens and bathroom

walls

• Italian and domestic marble with bold veining for luxury

counters

• Outdoor-grade quartzite and sealed stone for patio

continuity

• Custom limestone and natural tile for historic renovations

By maintaining one of the largest inventories of imported stone in California, the company

meets a variety of aesthetic and performance preferences.

Serving Key Northern and Central California Communities

With targeted outreach in San Francisco, San Jose, Monterey, and surrounding neighborhoods,

Carmel Stone Imports continues to serve both urban remodelers and coastal homeowners

seeking personalized support.

Popular service areas include:

• San Francisco neighborhoods such as Pacific Heights, Noe Valley, and Sea Cliff

• South San Francisco developments like Westborough and Terrabay

• Silicon Valley communities, including Palo Alto and Los Altos

• Coastal Central California markets like Carmel-by-the-Sea and Pebble Beach

The company’s approach includes in-showroom guidance, material sampling, and delivery

logistics for both residential and commercial projects.

A Shift Toward Local Selection and Trust

As consumers navigate a crowded marketplace of online and wholesale stone options, many are

turning to regionally trusted suppliers that combine inventory depth with hands-on support. The

preference stems from concerns about quality control, delivery risks, and variability in natural

stone appearance.

Recent industry developments, such as heightened awareness around quartz safety and the

rising popularity of porcelain alternatives, have also prompted more customers to seek out

expert guidance before making decisions.

Carmel Stone Imports has responded by ensuring its team is trained to support clients at all
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stages of the material selection process, from visual inspection to fabrication planning.

“We are seeing greater demand for clarity and consistency in this area,” said Robbie Robinson.

“This work responds to those expectations in a practical way.”

Carmel Stone Imports continues to support homeowners, builders, and designers across

Northern and Central California with accessible showrooms, deep product expertise, and one of

the region’s most extensive stone inventories.

For more information, visit https://carmelimports.com or contact info@carmelimports.com

Contact Information

Carmel Stone Imports

Phone: (888) 633-0669

Email: info@carmelimports.com

Website: https://carmelimports.com

Showroom Locations:

• 26382 Carmel Rancho Ln #100, Carmel, CA

• 1725 Contra Costa St, Sand City, CA

• 3160 W Bayshore Rd, Palo Alto, CA

Carmel Stone Imports is a California-based supplier of natural stone, quartz, and porcelain

surfaces. The company operates showrooms in Carmel, Sand City, and Palo Alto and serves

clients across Northern and Central California.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/889757711

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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