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Ecotourism Market Size to Reach USD

1,125.14 Billion by 2034, Supported by

Sustainable Travel Demand and Digital

Booking Growth

PUNE, MAHARASHTRA, INDIA, February

10, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

global ecotourism market size was

valued at USD 295.83 billion in 2025

and is projected to grow from USD

337.19 billion in 2026 to USD 1,125.14

billion by 2034, exhibiting a CAGR of

16.26% during the forecast period. Europe dominated the ecotourism market with a market

share of 38.15% in 2025, supported by high environmental awareness, strong conservation

policies, and widespread adoption of sustainable travel practices.

Europe dominated the
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Ecotourism is a form of sustainable tourism that

emphasizes experiencing and learning about nature while

preserving environmental integrity and supporting local

communities. Increasing interest in nature-inspired

destinations offering immersive and responsible travel

experiences is attracting domestic and international

travelers. In addition, government initiatives focused on

eco-friendly infrastructure development are further driving

global market growth.
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Ecotourism Market Takeaways

The market is experiencing rapid growth due to increasing preference for sustainable travel,
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rising disposable income, and growing interest in wildlife, cultural, and nature-based tourism.

Expansion of digital booking platforms, government-backed conservation programs, and

community-based tourism initiatives are strengthening long-term market prospects.

Impact of COVID-19

Pandemic-Induced Travel Restrictions Temporarily Slowed Market Growth

The COVID-19 pandemic had a severe impact on the global travel and tourism industry due to

the complete closure of international and domestic borders. Lockdowns and mobility restrictions

significantly reduced tourist footfall worldwide, negatively affecting ecotourism activities.

However, the gradual reopening of borders and renewed interest in outdoor, low-impact travel

experiences supported the market’s recovery phase.

Ecotourism Market Trends

Rising Adoption of Online Booking Platforms Boosts Market Growth

Online booking platforms offering transportation, accommodation, and eco-tour packages are

increasingly preferred due to convenience, quick access, and secure digital payment options. Key

market players are expanding their online presence through websites and mobile applications,

particularly appealing to young professionals and tech-savvy travelers. This trend is expected to

further boost tourist footfall and market expansion.

Market Dynamics

Market Drivers

Steady Growth of the Global Travel & Tourism Industry

The continuous expansion of the tourism sector, supported by rising disposable income,

population growth, and government initiatives, is driving ecotourism demand. According to the

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), approximately 300 million tourists

traveled internationally in the first three months of 2025, marking a 5% increase compared to

2024.

Government initiatives promoting sustainable tourism, such as India’s Amrit Dharohar scheme

launched in June 2023 to conserve wetlands and create eco-friendly tourism opportunities, are

further accelerating market growth.

Increasing Use of Digital Marketing to Drive Tourist Footfall

Tourism companies are increasingly adopting digital marketing strategies, including social media,

SEO, email marketing, and video storytelling, to engage travelers and promote ecotourism



destinations. Video marketing, in particular, enables immersive storytelling that builds emotional

connections with travelers and enhances destination appeal.

Market Restraints

Rising Geopolitical Tensions to Restrict Market Growth

Geopolitical conflicts and international tensions have negatively impacted tourist movement,

particularly in regions heavily dependent on tourism. Conflicts involving major economies have

raised concerns over safety and economic stability, reducing tourist inflows and affecting

ecotourism market growth.

Market Opportunities

Emergence of Digital Platforms for Eco-Friendly Travel Planning

Digital platforms and mobile applications that help travelers track carbon footprints and plan

sustainable travel itineraries are creating new growth opportunities. The integration of AI and

virtual reality in travel planning and promotion is also enabling innovative revenue models for

tour operators.

Market Challenges

High Cost of Ecotourism Packages Limits Adoption

Higher costs associated with ecotourism packages—due to remote locations, responsible

operations, and conservation fees—can restrict adoption among middle-income travelers.

Additionally, limited transportation, inadequate waste management, and safety concerns in

certain destinations pose challenges for market expansion.

Ecotourism Market Segmentation Analysis

By Type

The nature & wildlife tourism segment dominates, holding a 59.23% market share in 2026,

driven by increasing interest in safari tours, mountain tourism, and biodiversity conservation.

Strong government support for national parks and wildlife reserves further boosts segment

growth.

By Traveler Type

The group travel segment holds a dominant 77.55% share in 2026, supported by growing

availability of holiday packages for couples and groups and rising participation in group-based

eco-activities.



By Booking Mode

The direct booking segment leads with a 60.35% share in 2026, driven by rising internet

penetration, mobile app usage, and company-owned booking platforms offering cost benefits

and personalized services.

By Age Group

Millennials dominate with a 52.77% share in 2026, influenced by social media, preference for

unique experiences, and higher spending on sustainable travel.

By Passenger Type

The domestic segment led the market in 2024, driven by growing interest in nature-based

activities and rising domestic tourism. The international segment is expected to grow steadily

due to increasing global travel and government promotions.

Regional Outlook

Europe

Europe led the market with a size of USD 112.87 billion in 2025, driven by strong environmental

awareness and sustainable tourism practices. The UK and Germany markets are projected to

reach USD 12.21 billion and USD 12.55 billion by 2026, respectively.

Asia Pacific

Asia Pacific is projected to grow at the fastest rate, supported by rising disposable income,

urbanization, and government investment in ecotourism infrastructure. Japan, China, and India

are projected to reach USD 22.09 billion, USD 23.85 billion, and USD 14.43 billion by 2026,

respectively.

North America

North America continues to witness steady growth due to rising interest in wildlife tourism and

strong government support for eco-friendly initiatives. The U.S. market is projected to reach USD

41.57 billion by 2026.

South America & Middle East & Africa

These regions are observing increasing tourist footfall supported by rich biodiversity, natural

landscapes, and growing investments in sustainable tourism infrastructure.
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Competitive Landscape

Strategic Partnerships and Digital Innovation Drive Competition

Key players are focusing on technology adoption, partnerships, and sustainable tourism

offerings to strengthen market presence.

List of Key Ecotourism Companies Profiled:

G Adventures

ROW Adventures

Frosch International Travel

Steppes Travel

Aracari

Key Industry Developments

August 2023: G Adventures partnered with Jerne to strengthen creator-led destination

marketing.
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