
Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works Highlights Impact
of Drainage on Fence Stability in St. Tammany
Parish

Drainage swales and ditches along fence lines can

quietly affect soil stability, making proper planning

essential for long-lasting fences in Covington and St.

Tammany Parish.

Drainage swales and ditches play a major

role in fence stability across Covington

and St. Tammany Parish. Learn why

water flow matters before installing

fences.

COVINGTON, LA, UNITED STATES,

February 13, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Homeowners across Covington and

St. Tammany Parish often focus on

fence materials, height, and

appearance, but one critical factor is

frequently overlooked: drainage.

According to Tony’s Fencing & Iron

Works, drainage swales and roadside

ditches play a major role in how long a

fence lasts—and whether it stays

straight over time.

In Southeast Louisiana, where heavy rainfall and clay-rich soil are common, water movement

around a property can quietly undermine even well-built fences if it isn’t properly considered

during installation.

Why Drainage Matters More Than Most Homeowners Realize

Drainage swales and ditches are designed to guide water away from homes, roads, and yards,

helping prevent flooding and erosion. While they serve an important purpose, they also create

ongoing soil movement along fence lines that many homeowners don’t realize is happening.

As water repeatedly flows through these areas, it softens the surrounding soil and gradually

alters how the ground supports fence posts. Over time, this movement can cause posts to shift,

fence lines to appear wavy, and gates to fall out of alignment. These changes often occur slowly,

making them easy to miss until the damage becomes noticeable.

How Drainage Affects Fence Posts Underground

http://www.einpresswire.com


Drainage is one of the most

overlooked factors in fence

longevity. When water flow

is ignored, even a well-built

fence can fail sooner than

expected.”

Tony Ostrowski, Owner of

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works

Most drainage-related fence problems don’t begin above

ground. They start below the surface, where water

interacts with soil and concrete footings. As rainwater

moves through swales and ditches, it changes how soil

expands, contracts, and settles throughout the year.

Fence posts installed without accounting for this

movement may feel solid at first, only to begin leaning or

loosening after repeated rain cycles. In St. Tammany

Parish, this issue is especially common near roadside

drainage ditches, backyard swales designed to redirect runoff, and properties with even mild

slopes that encourage water flow toward fence lines.

Why Generic Fence Installation Methods Fall Short

Many standard fence installation methods are designed for drier, more stable soil conditions

that simply don’t exist in South Louisiana. When drainage patterns are ignored, even high-quality

materials can fail prematurely.

At Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works, fence installations in Covington and surrounding areas are

planned with water movement in mind. This includes evaluating natural drainage paths across

the property, understanding soil composition and moisture retention, adjusting post depth and

footing design, and accounting for long-term erosion risk. This approach helps ensure fences

remain stable and functional year after year.

Drainage Isn’t Just a Fence Issue—It’s a Property Issue

Drainage problems don’t stop at fence lines. Poor water management can also affect driveways,

patios, landscaping, and even home foundations. That’s why drainage considerations should be

part of any plan involving permanent outdoor structures.

When a fence is installed with drainage in mind, it often complements the property’s overall

water flow rather than disrupting it. This reduces stress on the fence itself while helping maintain

the integrity of the surrounding yard.

Local Expertise Makes the Difference

As a locally owned company serving Covington and greater St. Tammany Parish, Tony’s Fencing &

Iron Works understands how Louisiana weather, soil, and drainage systems interact. This local

experience allows fences to be engineered for long-term performance, not just initial

appearance.



Frequently Asked Questions

Do drainage ditches really affect fence stability?

Yes. Repeated water flow can weaken the soil around fence posts over time, leading to gradual

shifting and loss of support.

Can a fence be installed near a drainage swale safely?

Yes, when proper post depth, spacing, and reinforcement methods are used and drainage

patterns are evaluated beforehand.

Why do fences near roads fail faster?

Roadside ditches typically carry higher water volumes, increasing erosion and soil movement

around fence posts.

Is drainage considered during professional fence installation?

Experienced local contractors evaluate drainage patterns as part of proper site preparation and

installation planning.

Can drainage-related fence damage be repaired?

Early-stage issues can often be corrected, but advanced movement or erosion may require post

replacement.

About Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works is a locally owned fencing contractor based in Covington, Louisiana,

proudly serving homeowners throughout St. Tammany Parish. With decades of experience, the

company specializes in residential and commercial fencing, custom gates, and iron work

designed for the unique soil and climate conditions of Southeast Louisiana.
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