
Winners of Emirates Biotech HQ design
competition announced

Winning design from United Arab Emirates University

(UAEU), College of Engineering

The winning team, Khadeja Al Hadhrami, Reema Al

Marzooqi, Suada Al Mansoori, and their supervisors

from United Arab Emirates University.

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES,

February 17, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Emirates Biotech, in collaboration

with Heriot-Watt University and United

Arab Emirates University (UAEU),

recently concluded a design

competition for Emirates Biotech’s to-

be-built headquarters. Over the past

months, 17 teams of architectural and

engineering students from both

institutions entered the competition

and submitted proposals. Earlier this

week, the process culminated in the

selection of the winning design from

among the five final teams.

Emirates Biotech initiated this

competition to allow young designers

to reimagine the corporate workspace

through the lens of sustainability,

innovation, and a circular economy.

The proposals were evaluated by a jury

panel from Capital Engineering,

AECOM, and Emirates Biotech senior

executives.

The winning team, from the United

Arab Emirates University (UAEU), stood

out for its well-developed architectural

concept, efficient zoning, and strong

regulatory compliance. The design

optimizes the core for natural light and flow with minimal structural refinements, which strongly

embodies Emirates Biotech’s vision for a sustainable headquarters.

The runner up team, from Heriot-Watt University, presented a robust and compliant structural

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://emiratesbiotech.com/


Emirates Biotech alongside the participating finalists

and professors from United Arab Emirates University,

and Heriot Watt University, and the jury panel from

Capital Engineering.

framework with significant potential.

By enhancing the internal layout to

maximize spatial efficiency and

accessibility, this design offers a strong

opportunity to create a resource-

conscious headquarters that fully

aligns with Emirates Biotech’s

sustainability goals.

"The quality of work submitted by

these universities was exceptional,"

said Christophe Miegeville, Project

Delivery Officer of Emirates Biotech.

"We realized that the most impactful

headquarters would not come from a

single idea, but from getting inspiration

and using the creativity of all these

students, from seamlessly blending

rich local heritage with diverse global perspectives."

Professor Kheira Tabet Aoul, Chair of the Architectural Engineering Program UAEU, added, “I am

proud of our students’ meaningful participation in designing the Emirates Biotech headquarters.

Working with a real industry partner, real constraints, and ongoing professional feedback

provided invaluable exposure and significantly strengthened their readiness for professional

practice. This initiative highlights the impact of practice-based learning and reinforces the value

of sustained collaboration between academia and industry in preparing our students for real-

world challenges.”

Dr. Hassam Chaudhry, Associate Professor, Director of Studies (Dubai) Architectural Engineering

at Heriot-Watt University stated, “We express our thanks to Emirates Biotech for providing the

students with this opportunity to collaborate on a real-life design project. We were proud to see

the students work together in multidisciplinary teams of architects and engineers and approach

the project in a professional manner. As academics, we value the meaningfulness and

importance of industry-academia collaboration.”

This collaboration marks the beginning of a continued partnership between Emirates Biotech

and the academic community, ensuring that their growth contributes directly to the UAE's vision

for a knowledge-based, sustainable economy.

-ENDS-

About Emirates Biotech

Emirates Biotech creates high-quality and sustainable substitutes for traditional plastics. Based



in UAE, we are the leading company in the Middle East marketing and manufacturing high-

quality PLA biopolymers. Our PLA biopolymers are renewable, recyclable, biodegradable and

directly relevant to the goals of a circular economy. Emirates Biotech is strategically positioned to

capitalize on the rapidly growing markets for sustainable products. We supply PLA biopolymers,

and we provide expertise in application development, recycling, and sustainable end-of-life

solutions. Together, we are helping to accelerate the transition to a circular, biobased society,

making our planet a better place for future generations. Emirates Biotech is a Global

Biopolymers Industries company.

https://emiratesbiotech.com/ 

About PLA biopolymers

PLA (PolyLacticAcid) biopolymers are derived from plants that absorb CO2 from our atmosphere,

making them a sustainable and biobased alternative to traditional plastics. PLA biopolymers are

used in a wide range of applications, such as consumer goods, appliances, packaging, food

service ware, and 3D printing. They can be recycled like any other polymer or broken down

naturally, helping to cut down on plastic pollution. Material innovation is driving the adoption of

PLA in an expanding array of applications, meeting increasingly rigorous requirements. By

replacing conventional plastics with PLA biopolymers, we can significantly lower our

environmental impact and foster a greener economy.
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