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Patio and Outdoor Living Trends Continue to
Increase Residential Property Value

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, February
19, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Outdoor living spaces have become a
central focus in residential construction
and renovation projects throughout
Louisiana. Homeowners are
increasingly investing in patios,
covered outdoor areas, and integrated
landscape features designed to extend
functional living space beyond interior F 4 \
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walls. Industry professionals report o i
that these enhancements not only P | N
improve lifestyle use but also
contribute to long-term property
value.

Changing homeowner priorities have
influenced architectural planning in
recent years. Rather than viewing
patios as simple concrete slabs, many
residential designs now incorporate
structured outdoor environments that
function as secondary living rooms,
dining areas, and entertainment
spaces. This shift reflects evolving preferences toward versatility and comfort in home design.

Covered patio structures remain among the most requested additions. Roof extensions,
insulated patio covers, and integrated ceiling systems provide shade and weather protection,
allowing year-round usability in Gulf Coast climates. In regions like Southeast Louisiana, where
heat and humidity are consistent factors, shade structures increase functional outdoor hours
and reduce direct sun exposure.

Outdoor kitchens also continue to grow in popularity. Built-in grills, refrigeration units, sink
installations, and storage cabinetry transform patios into culinary extensions of the home.
Durable materials such as stainless steel, stone, and weather-resistant composites are
commonly used to withstand regional climate conditions. These installations often enhance
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entertaining capacity while aligning with modern lifestyle
“ trends that prioritize at-home gatherings.

Homeowners are prioritizing

outdoor environments that

serve multiple purposes”
Elwin Ordoyne

Fire features represent another consistent design element.
Gas fire pits, masonry fireplaces, and integrated seating
walls create focal points within outdoor layouts. These
features extend patio usability into cooler months and

provide structured gathering spaces. In addition to lifestyle benefits, fire features can increase
visual appeal in property listings and appraisals.

Lighting integration has become more sophisticated as well. Layered lighting systems, including
recessed ceiling fixtures, pathway lighting, and accent illumination, support both safety and
ambiance. LED technology offers energy efficiency and long-term durability, making it suitable
for exterior installations. Strategic lighting enhances evening usability while contributing to curb
appeal.

Flooring materials have diversified beyond traditional poured concrete. Stamped concrete,
natural stone pavers, porcelain tile rated for exterior use, and composite decking materials are
frequently incorporated into new patio designs. Each material presents unique maintenance and
durability considerations, particularly in regions prone to heavy rainfall and temperature
fluctuations.

Outdoor living trends also reflect an increased emphasis on seamless indoor-outdoor
transitions. Large sliding or folding glass door systems create visual continuity between interior
living rooms and patio spaces. This architectural approach expands perceived square footage
and enhances natural light exposure within the home.

Landscaping integration further elevates outdoor design. Structured plantings, privacy screens,
and drainage planning are often incorporated into patio projects. Proper grading and water
management are essential in Louisiana’s climate to protect structural integrity and prevent
standing water accumulation.

Elwin Ordoyne, Vice President of E.C.O. Builders Inc. in Slidell, Louisiana, noted that outdoor
spaces are increasingly viewed as functional extensions of the home. “Homeowners are
prioritizing outdoor environments that serve multiple purposes,” Ordoyne said. “Covered patios,
outdoor kitchens, and integrated features create additional usable square footage while aligning
with modern lifestyle preferences.”

Smart technology integration has also entered outdoor design conversations. Weather-resistant
audio systems, remote-controlled lighting, and automated shade structures allow homeowners
to manage outdoor environments with convenience. As residential technology advances,
exterior systems are increasingly included in overall home automation planning.
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Durability and material selection remain critical considerations in Gulf Coast construction.
Humidity, salt air exposure in coastal areas, and seasonal storms influence design choices.
Pressure-treated lumber, corrosion-resistant fasteners, and moisture-resistant finishes
contribute to long-term structural performance.

Sustainability considerations are also shaping outdoor living projects. Permeable pavers, energy-
efficient lighting systems, and native landscaping selections reduce environmental impact while
supporting local ecosystems. Homeowners seeking environmentally conscious upgrades often
incorporate rainwater management solutions and drought-tolerant plantings into patio

designs.

Real estate professionals frequently observe that well-designed outdoor living areas enhance
buyer interest. Visual impact, perceived functionality, and maintenance quality influence
property appraisal assessments. Structured patios with integrated amenities may differentiate
listings within competitive housing markets.

Project planning typically begins with an evaluation of lot size, setback regulations, and drainage
conditions. Municipal permitting requirements vary by parish and municipality, making early
consultation with experienced builders important for compliance.

Ordoyne emphasized the importance of aligning design with property context. “Outdoor living
additions should complement the existing architectural style and scale of the home,” Ordoyne
said. “Thoughtful planning ensures both aesthetic consistency and structural performance.”

As residential preferences continue evolving, outdoor living spaces are no longer viewed as
optional enhancements. They represent intentional investments in lifestyle flexibility and long-
term property value.

In communities throughout Slidell and surrounding regions, patio expansions and covered
outdoor environments remain prominent components of renovation and new construction
planning. Through structured design, durable materials, and climate-conscious construction
methods, outdoor living projects continue contributing measurable value to residential
properties across Southeast Louisiana.

With consistent demand and advancing material options, patio and outdoor living trends reflect
a broader shift toward multifunctional home environments designed to accommodate comfort,
entertainment, and resilience in changing climates.
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