
Vehicle Owners May Be Owed More After an
Accident: New Diminished Value Report
Reveals Hidden Market Loss

Professional Market Analysis Brings

Clarity to One of the Most Overlooked

Parts of Auto Insurance Settlements

FORT WORTH, TX, UNITED STATES,

March 17, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

After a vehicle is damaged in an

accident, repairs are performed to

restore the car’s safety, function and

appearance, but many drivers don’t

realize that (even after perfect repairs)

their vehicle may still be worth less

simply because it now carries an

accident history. This financial impact

is known as Inherent Diminished Value

– the measurable difference between what a vehicle was worth before an accident and what it is

worth afterward, even after repairs are completed.

Repairs fix the damage, not

the market perception.

Inherent Diminished Value

reflects how buyers behave

in the real world. ”

Russ Parsons, Vehicle Value

Analysis President

Vehicle Value Experts has launched a new Inherent

Diminished Value module within its Vehicle Value Analysis

platform, designed to help consumers identify, document

and pursue this often-overlooked loss.

Why does Inherent Diminished Value matter? Market data

consistently shows that buyers pay less for vehicles with

accident history. Some buyers refuse to purchase

previously damaged vehicles altogether, while others

demand significant discounts. Accident history can also

disqualify vehicles from certain Certified Pre-Owned programs, further affecting resale value.

“Repairs fix the damage, not the market perception,” explains Russ Parsons, president of Vehicle

Value Analysis. “Inherent Diminished Value reflects how buyers behave in the real world. Our
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VVA’s Inherent Diminished Value

Report analyzes the vehicle’s pre-

collision fair market value to

determine additional amounts

owed and provides ready-to-use

documentation to aid in recovering

that loss.

goal is to give vehicle owners clear documentation, so

they understand their car’s lost value and are armed to

file a claim to recover that loss.”

VVA’s Inherent Diminished Value Report is generated in

minutes and is based on real comparable vehicle data. It

evaluates pre-accident fair market value, post-repair fair

market value, market-based deviation calculations and

comparable sales with and without accident history as

well as the vehicle’s age, mileage and damage severity.

The report includes structured documentation designed

for insurance submission, including a diminished value

demand letter explaining the percentage of market

deviation, pre- and post-accident valuation summaries,

VIN Decoder Report, MSRP report, vehicle history

documentation and fair market valuation references.  

This data-driven approach replaces guesswork with

defensible analysis that can be reviewed by insurers,

attorneys or financial stakeholders. A diminished value

claim is typically filed with the at-fault party’s insurance

carrier after repairs are completed. Without

documentation, insurers may minimize or deny these

claims.

The Inherent Diminished Value Report from VVA is

designed to help drivers understand whether diminished

value applies and quantify the amount of loss while collating supporting documentation which

can be used to negotiate from a data-backed position. Eligibility rules vary by state, but in many

jurisdictions, diminished value is a recoverable element of property damage.

While the primary user is the vehicle owner, the Inherent Diminished Value Report also provides

value to professionals who support them. Attorneys can use structured valuation reports when

addressing the full financial impact of an accident, particularly in cases involving both personal

injury and property damage. Lienholders and lenders may use diminished value analysis to

evaluate exposure when repossessing vehicles with prior damage, as accident history can affect

resale outcomes. Fleet managers and commercial operators can document loss in asset value

across company vehicles following collision events.

The platform also integrates with the Who-Owes-What Portal developed by Claim Transparency

Innovations, centralizing property damage documentation and streamlining communication

among stakeholders.

https://vehiclevalueanalysis.com/diminished-value
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VVA’s Inherent Diminished Value Report provides an easy way for collision repair facilities to

educate and support their customers in these situations as well by providing a structured way to

explain post-repair market impact without becoming involved in insurance disputes. 

By providing professional documentation, shops can help customers understand why value may

still decline after quality repairs, how accident history affects resale pricing and what

documentation is needed if they choose to pursue recovery.

“Collision professionals shouldn’t have to argue claims,” Parsons notes. “But they can help

customers understand the financial side of what happens after an accident. This report provides

clarity without conflict.”

Diminished value remains one of the most misunderstood aspects of auto claims. Many drivers

assume that once repairs are completed, the financial impact ends there. In reality, accident

history can influence trade-in offers, private-party sales and dealer negotiations for years.

By providing transparent, market-based analysis in a structured, easy-to-understand format,

Vehicle Value Analysis aims to give consumers greater visibility into the value their vehicle may

have lost – and the documentation needed to take the next step if appropriate.

For more information about Inherent Diminished Value and Vehicle Value Analysis, visit

vehiclevalueanalysis.com.

###

About Vehicle Value Analysis (VVA)

Vehicle Value Analysis (VVA) provides an accurate vehicle valuation based on real market sales

within minutes, offering transparent documentation that can be utilized in negotiations when

selling a vehicle or during the insurance claims process following an accident. VVA specializes in

providing valuation solutions for attorneys representing vehicle owners and automotive

lienholders, ensuring that every client receives accurate and complete compensation. VVA is an

affiliate of Vehicle Value Experts. 

Email: support@vehiclevalueanalysis.com

Phone: 817-898-8358 

Toll free: 800-869-2974 

Website: vehiclevalueanalysis.com

About Vehicle Value Experts

Founded in 2017, Vehicle Value Experts is an automotive appraisal firm providing analytical,

sophisticated, state-of-the-art, comprehensive, accurate, unbiased, and up-to-date data and

information that all parties can rely upon as both factual and objective. Serving clients that

require vehicle valuations for legal, lender, insurance and personal purposes, Vehicle Value



Experts arms customers with the information and confidence needed to make informed

decisions and safeguard their financial interests.

Email: appraisals@vehiclevalueexperts.com

Phone: 817-898-8227 

Toll free: 844-305-5030

Website: vehiclevalueexperts.com
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