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UT System ‘Controversial Topics' Standards:
What Due Process and Academic-Freedom
Guardrails Should Look Like

When schools issue new standards, due

process—not politics—determines < N "JHW&“
fairness. Here’s what guardrails should M ER-R B — sk L
look k. AGADEMIC FREEDOM
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University of Texas System Board What EairEnforcement sh Should Look
materials include a set of “Expectations Like for Students

of Academic Integrity and Standards % -

for Teaching Controversial Topics,” When universities introduce new academic
framing teaching as a public-trust standards, fairness depends on clear notice,

function and emphasizing open inquiry ~ consistent enforcement, and defined appeal
and respect for diverse viewpoints. You pathways.
can read about it here.

While the document is institution-specific, it reflects a broader national trend: universities
formalizing classroom-process expectations and academic-integrity norms in response to
polarized environments.

“ When institutions publish standards for classroom conduct
or controversial-topic instruction, the key question is not
the politics - it's the process: how standards are
communicated, applied, and appealed.

When schools publish new
standards, the goal should
be clarity, consistent
enforcement, and a fair way
to raise concerns—without
guesswork or informal
penalties.”

For students, guardrails should include clear notice of
expectations, consistent enforcement, documentation of
decisions, and an accessible pathway to raise concerns

Keith Altman without retaliation or informal punishment.

K Altman Law's student defense approach prioritizes process integrity: written policies, fair
notice, and consistent procedures. Where policies are new or evolving, institutions should train
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decision-makers and provide plain-
language guidance, so students
understand what is expected and what
happens if concerns arise.

“Policy debates come and go, but process
is durable. When schools publish new
standards, the goal should be clarity,
consistent enforcement, and a fair way to
raise concerns—without guesswork or
informal penalties.” — Keith Altman,
Founder/Managing Partner, K Altman
Law

What families and students should do
now

* Request the written policy and any
related guidance or FAQs.

* Ask (in writing) who decides alleged
violations and what evidence is
considered.

+ Track deadlines and preserve communications, notices, and course materials.

* If a concern is raised, respond calmly and factually, focusing on process and documentation.

Keith Altman Founder of K Altman Law

About

K Altman Law is a national education law firm representing students, families, and educators in
matters involving student discipline and due process, special education and disability rights
(IEP/504), and education-related civil rights issues. The firm's team includes attorneys and
credentialed advocates with experience in public and private education settings.

Disclaimer

This press release is for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal
advice. No outcome is promised or guaranteed. Laws and procedures vary by jurisdiction and by
school, and outcomes depend on specific facts.
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