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Momentum Ahead of 2026 Spring Festival

Producer Liu Zhenhong

CHENGDE, CHINA, February 24, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/

-- The announcement of Boonie Bears: The Hidden

Protector for the 2026 Chinese Spring Festival

underscores the growing significance and commercial

confidence of China's children's film sector. As a long-

standing franchise consistently featured during key

holiday periods, Boonie Bears illustrates how children's

films are evolving from a "supplementary genre" into a

stable, brand-driven market segment.

In recent years, domestic children's films have shown

clear upward momentum. Their narratives now extend

beyond mere entertainment to encompass coming-of-

age experiences, family relationships, and emotional

education, enriching thematic depth. Production quality

and industry workflows have improved, with visuals and

market appeal increasingly approaching mainstream

commercial cinema. Industry observers note that the

sector is shedding the stereotype of "low budget, low

expectations," establishing a development path that

balances artistic quality with commercial viability.

A notable example is So Long Summer Days, set in the late 1980s. The film follows Chen Xiaojin,

an only child in a small county town, as he navigates summer adventures through reading, chess,

insect-watching, and neighborhood interactions. By blending drama, comedy, and child-centered

storytelling, the film not only engages young audiences but also demonstrates narrative

sophistication and thematic depth. It earned a Best Children's Film nomination at the 35th

Golden Rooster Awards and repeatedly topped mainland China's children's film box office charts

in 2022, highlighting its industry impact.

Producer Liu Zhenhong attributes the film's success to professionalized project management.

Confronted with challenges such as fluctuating schedules, rising costs, and regulatory

complexities, Liu led systematic risk identification and response planning across shooting

progress, budget control, contracts, insurance, and legal compliance. Scenario simulations and

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm17217313/?ref_=ext_shr_lnk


quantitative assessments allowed timely adjustments, preventing delays and cost overruns.

Distribution posed another challenge, as children's films typically receive less marketing support

than mainstream blockbusters. Liu implemented a targeted strategy for family audiences,

including precise demographic analysis, optimized promotional channels, coordinated social

media and offline campaigns, and close collaboration with distribution teams. These efforts

generated strong pre-release buzz, driving both box office performance and critical acclaim,

setting a benchmark for domestic children's cinema.

So Long Summer Days exemplifies dual progress in creativity and management, combining

innovative storytelling with standardized production processes. Its approach provides a

replicable model, fostering a virtuous cycle among commercial operations, investment returns,

and audience engagement.

With the upcoming release of Boonie Bears: Every Year Has a Bear, the sustained focus on

Spring Festival slots signals that China's children's films are steadily building brand value and

industry confidence, charting a sustainable path for high-quality domestic production.
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