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FREESTYLE DIGITAL MEDIA RELEASES
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE “THE BIG JOHNSON"

LGBTQ+ Themed Biographic Documentary Launches on
North American VOD Platforms Starting February 27th

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, February 27, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Freestyle Digital
Media, the digital film distribution division of Byron Allen’s Allen Media Group, has just released
the THE BIG JOHNSON, a documentary detailing the

“ amazing life and tragic death of LGBTQ+ pioneer Dean
THE BIG JOHNSON explores Johnson. THE BIG JOHNSON played in over 20 festivals and
what it was like to be won "Special Jury Prize" at Doc'n Roll Film Festival in
unabashedly gay in New London, “Best Feature" at LES Film Festival, "Best first time
York City during the 1980s in doc director" at Berlin Indie Film Festival, "Best doc" at
the middle of the AIDS crisis. LGBTQ Unbordered International Film Festival and "Best
This is a very personal story LGBTQ filmmaker" at IndieFEST Film Awards. THE BIG
from someone who knew JOHNSON will be available to rent/own on North American
and loved him.” digital HD internet, cable, DVD and satellite platforms on

Filmmaker Lola Rocknrolla ~ "ePruary 27, 2026.

Featuring interviews with LGBTQ+ community celebrities Lady Bunny, Jackie Beat, Sherry Vine
and Taylor Mac, THE BIG JOHNSON tells the story of Dean Johnson -- drag queen, rock star, sex-
positive LGBTQ+ activist, junkie, escort, and eventually John Doe. How does someone so famous
in New York end up unidentified for a week in a D.C. morgue? Dean Johnson was a force of
nature, standing seven-feet-tall in high heels. Bald, with hoop earrings, alien sunglasses, and a
tiny black dress, he screamed for equality with his groundbreaking bands, Dean and the Weenies
and The Velvet Mafia, refusing to be in the closet in the 1980s at the height of the AIDS crisis.
Dean and the Weenies' hit song “F-ck You” became an anthem for queer liberation. Dean’s Rock
'n" Roll Fag Bar parties and Homocorps, the only queer party ever held at the legendary rock club
CBGB, mixed punk rock, sex, and activism. Through drugs, HIV, massive personal loss, and
poverty, Dean always lifted up the community around him. We may never solve the mystery of
his untimely death, but what we do know is that Dean and “the Big Johnson” changed New York
City and everyone who knew him forever.

Written and directed by Lola Rocknrolla, THE BIG JOHNSON was produced by Rocknrolla, Patty
Lovemore, Beth Johnson and Mitch del Monico. Featured interview subjects include: Alice
O’Malley, Basil Rodericks, Beth Johnson, Cara Buckley, Ceyenne Doroshow, Chi Chi Valenti, Chris


http://www.einpresswire.com

Hook, Dale Corvino, Daniel Nardicio, David llku, Dee
Finley, Dirty Martini, Dixie the Orlando Crack Whore, D)
Tennessee, Eunice Holland, Greg “G-Spot” Siebel,
Heather Litteer, Jack Curious, Jackie Beat, Joan Jett
Blakk, Jim Hubbard, Josh Atkins, Kathena Bryant, Kevin
Aviance, Lady Bunny, Lloyd Goldberg, Mario Diaz, Mary
Feaster, Melissa Tiers, Michael Musto, Mike Albo, Miss
Guy, Nora Burns, Pamela Page, Penny Arcade, Perry
Masco, Scott Ewalt, Sherry Vine, Stephanie Madden,
Stuart Klinger, Stuart Shapiro, Susanne Hassenstein,
Taylor Mac, Thomas Celan, Viva Ruiz, World Famous
Bob, and Legs Malone (‘Narrator’).

“THE BIG JOHNSON explores what it was like to be
unabashedly gay in New York City’s East Village during
the late 1980s in the middle of the AIDS crisis,” said
filmmaker Lola Rocknrolla. “Dean Johnson flew naked--
literally, into the face of homophobia, drug addiction
and that fickle mistress fame--throwing parties that
celebrated queerness, community, and gay sexuality.
This is a very personal story from someone who knew
and loved him.”

Freestyle Digital Media negotiated a deal to acquire
THE BIG JOHNSON directly with the filmmakers and
Glen Reynolds of Circus Road Films.

THE BIG JOHNSON website:
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12585288/
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Freestyle Digital Media just released
the documentary THE BIG JOHNSON --
detailing the amazing life and tragic
death of LGBTQ+ pioneer Dean
Johnson. Film is now available to
rent/own on North American digital
HD internet, cable, DVD and satellite
platforms on Feb. 27th

The digital distribution unit of Byron Allen’s Allen Media Group, Freestyle Digital Media, is a
premiere multi-platform distributor with direct partnerships across all major cable, satellite,
digital, and streaming platforms. Capitalizing on a robust infrastructure, proven track record, and
a veteran sales team, Freestyle Digital Media is a true home for independent films. Recent
releases include ALLSWELL IN NEW YORK starring Emmy award-winning actress Liza Colén-Zayas
from the hit FX series THE BEAR, ALL HAPPY FAMILIES starring Josh Radnor and Rob Huebel, the
drama based on a novel THE GHOST TRAP starring Zak Steiner from EUPHORIA and Greer
Grammer of AWKWARD, and the Weekly World News horror-comedy THE ZOMBIE WEDDING.
Other Freestyle Digital Media titles include THE ROAD DOG starring comedian Doug Stanhope,
SURVIVE starring HBO's GAME OF THRONES star Sophie Turner and Corey Hawkins, the music
documentary profiling blues guitar legends Jimmie Vaughan and Stevie Ray Vaughan, BROTHERS
IN BLUES, DEAR ZOE starring Sadie Sink from the hit Netflix series STRANGER THINGS, Jessica
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Capshaw and Theo Rossi, the teen musical BEST SUMMER EVER featuring a fully integrated cast
and crew of people with and without disabilities, produced by Jamie Lee Curtis, Maggie
Gyllenhaal, Mary Steenburgen, and Ted Danson, and THE WEDDING YEAR starring Sarah Hyland
and Anna Camp.

For more information, visit:
www.allenmedia.tv
www.freestyledigitalmedia.tv

Eric Peterkofsky / Sarah Madden
Allen Media Group/Freestyle Digital Media
Eric@es.tv / Sarah.Madden@es.tv

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/895727177

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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