
Mansfield, Ohio offers last-minute spring
break options

At Kingwood Center Gardens, families can walk

among stunning spring flowers like daffodils and

tulips, explore storybook gardens and search for

resident peacocks.

Massive Bald Eagles, Owls and Hawks wow visitors to

Ohio Bird Sanctuary.

Family-friendly experiences like Buckeye

Imagination Museum and Stoke Run

Action Park appeal to even snarky tweens

and teens

MANSFIELD, OH, UNITED STATES,

February 26, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/

-- For families who lack the time or the

wherewithal to plan a lavish, far-flung

spring break trip, Mansfield, Ohio and

its neighboring Richland County

villages is an easy drive from most of

the US and Ontario. Despite its size,

this small, north central Ohio town is

has a surprising number of

experiences that appeal to everyone in

the family.

Buckeye Imagination Museum in

Downtown Mansfield was not only

designed for young children, but one of

it's two levels is devoted to older kids

and even parents. Downstairs, little

ones enjoy the village, soft play area,

dinosaurs and more. The second level

is full of learning activities and math

and science challenges and

competitions that engage even grumpy

teenagers. The laser race, hoop shoot

and the engineering-inspired paper

airplane challenge, along with a six-

person air hockey table, invite the

whole family to compete. More than 30

interactive exhibits encourage open-

ended, imagination-based play. 

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://destinationmansfield.com
https://destinationmansfield.com/family-friendly
https://buckeyeimaginationmuseum.org


Buckeye Imagination Museum

entertains while it educates,

teaching kids of all ages about

science, math and engineering as

with this high-energy laser

challenge.

Equally popular with older kids, Stoke Run Action Park

lets skilled and neophyte riders experience high-level dirt

bike, BMX, skateboard, quad skate, scooter and other

tracks and training facilities. Stoke Run offers rentals,

gear for purchase and instruction in a safe, collegial

environment.

Owls, hawks, falcons, buzzards, songbirds and other

winged creatures too injured to survive in the wild find a

healing home at Ohio Bird Sanctuary. Families can safely

get close, feed the birds and learn about these

magnificent creatures from wildlife experts. Hiking is

encouraged at this 90-acre preserve that provides

important habitat for 52 species of breeding and

migratory birds. Families are invited to hike its trails,

check out the treehouse and bring lunch to enjoy al

fresco in wooded picnic spots, and parents can relax

while kids explore the Nature Scape Play area.

Renowned for its beauty and historical importance,

Kingwood Center Gardens is a lavish early industrialist’s

garden estate where the Great Hall boasts five levels and

more than forty rooms filled with priceless heirlooms.

But the real showstopper is 47 acres of manicured

gardens and its thousands of daffodils and spring

flowers. Kids love finding the peacocks that roam freely,

feeding ducks at the fishpond or exploring Peacock Playhouse and the Storybook Trail. Taking

home plenty of great family photos, along with a live plant from the gift shop inspires junior

gardeners and a love of nature.

Malabar Farm State Park's undulating hills and 5.27-mile trail make for great hiking and even

grander views of the 875-acre working farm. Now a state park, visitors can take a guided tour of

the house and a hayride farm tour. The farm and its 32-room “Big House," were home to Pulitzer

Prize-winning author and screenwriter Louis Bromfield and his family. Bromfield’s friendships

with Hollywood’s elite drew stars like Jimmy Cagney, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall to

Mansfield to relax and escape the paparazzi. In fact, Bogey and Bacall were married at Malabar

Farm in 1945. Photos of the wedding, along with many other celebrities of the day fill the house

and the stories told by tour guides. Just across the road, drive the switchback road high atop Mt.

Jeeze for a family photo backdrop with scenic views of seven counties. 

Travelers can also find adventure hiking the trails at Gorman Nature Center, hiking or biking the

B&O Bike Trail and checking out the waterfalls at Fleming and Hemlock Falls. In addition, a

number of the Richland County parks feature storybook trails that encourage reading and hiking



among younger kids.

There are 15 filming sites to visit along Mansfield's Shawshank Trail. Most popular are guided

tours and Ghost Hunts at Ohio State Reformatory where the No. 1 movie of all time (per IMDB),

the Shawshank Redemption, was filmed. The reformatory is also home to the Manufacturing

Museum, where kids can meet the world's first robot, Elektro, who was unveiled at the 1939

World's Fair by then Mansfield-based Westinghouse. Fire and aviation museums draw young

ones interested in firefighting and flight.  BibleWalk Living Bible Museum brings the stories of the

bible to life in Ohio's only wax museum. Experts rank the museum's fascinating collections of

massive hand-carved wooden biblical statues, rare bibles and historic votive art among the

finest.

Families will want to build in time to visit the historic Carrousel district and stop at Richland

Carrousel Park, where the ride is just a buck at this nostalgic centerpiece of downtown Mansfield

that's the first hand-carved wooden carrousel erected. Family-style lunch is served at Coney

Island Diner, Mansfield’s oldest restaurant and nearby Buckeye Bakery has been serving the

same old-time recipe strudel, cookies, donuts and cupcakes since the late 1800s.  Other family-

focused dining abounds, such as the vintage railroad caboose that's Buckeye Express Diner. Its

kitschy vibe is a big treat even for the biggest kid, where the world’s largest bobblehead begs to

be included in your group picture. The equally big menu and portions come with a surprisingly

small price tag. Plenty of highly affordable hotels, cabins and Airbnbs are built for family travel.

Comfort Inn Splash Harbor, for example has a manageably sized and waterpark (free for guests)

that makes it easy for families to unwind after a day of exploring.  Folks can plan a memorable

family spring break and order a free visitors guide at DestinationMansfield.com.
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