
D.O. Cava Advances Its Highest Classification
with New Paraje Calificado Evaluations

DO Cava Presidente Javier Pages

Estate-Based Production Reinforces D.O.

Cava’s Structured Quality Framework

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES,

February 27, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/

-- A select panel of leading wine

professionals recently convened at the

Regulatory Council of D.O. Cava to

evaluate potential new additions to the

denomination’s highest classification,

Cava de Guarda Superior de Paraje

Calificado.

Up to ten new Cavas are currently

under review for inclusion in this

category, which recognizes wines produced from single, clearly defined vineyard sites and

subject to rigorous production requirements within the D.O. Cava system. The review reflects

D.O. Cava’s continued focus on origin, terroir, extended aging, and traceability as defining
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elements of quality within its highest tier.

Understanding Paraje Calificado

Cava de Guarda Superior de Paraje Calificado represents

the apex of the D.O. Cava classification framework and is

governed by strict, legally defined criteria. To qualify, wines

must originate from a single, delimited vineyard (paraje),

be produced from vineyards at least 10 years old, undergo

a minimum of 36 months of aging on the lees, comply with

8,000 Kg maximum yield limits, be hand harvested, be

vintage-dated, and meet full traceability requirements

from vineyards to commercialization.

Each candidate wine is evaluated through a formal, multi-stage process overseen by the D.O.

Cava Regulatory Council and assessed by an independent tasting panel that includes Masters of

Wine, sommeliers, and technical experts.

http://www.einpresswire.com
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Currently, ten Cavas hold the Paraje

Calificado designation. Pending

approval from Spain’s Ministry of

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAPA),

two additional wineries and a total of

five new Cavas are expected to join this

highest classification tier in the coming

weeks.

The 2026 evaluation cycle reflects the

denomination’s continued evolution

toward vineyard specificity and

extended aging standards. If

confirmed, the additions would further

expand the Paraje Calificado category

and reinforce their role as the apex of

D.O. Cava’s quality framework.

Estate-Based Production: Expansion of

Elaborador Integral

Alongside the Paraje Calificado

evaluations, D.O. Cava continues to

strengthen its estate-production model

through the expansion of its

Elaborador Integral designation.

The Elaborador Integral seal identifies

wineries that carry out 100% of the

winemaking process—from grape

pressing through secondary

fermentation and bottling—within their

own facilities, without purchasing

external base wines. With these

additions, 19 wineries now hold the

Elaborador Integral distinction, and additional producers are undergoing formal auditing.

“The new additions to the seal of Integral Producer demonstrate the concern for quality,

authenticity, excellence and uniqueness,” said Javier Pagés, President of D.O. Cava. “The Integral

Producer Cavas help to raise the prestige of the sector. As well as the technical aspect, the seal

reflects a way of working, and of understanding wine: a commitment to traceability and

consistency.”



Pagés also confirmed that the strict controls of the D.O. Cava ensure the traceability of the wine’s

origin and its high-quality standards. He noted that the D.O. Cava’s regulations are “among the

most demanding in the world” and affirmed that “this seal brings tangibly distinctive value,

reinforces consumer confidence, and highlights the efforts of wineries that are committed to

excellence from the outset.”

Sustainability and Long-Term Stewardship

Paraje Calificado falls within the Guarda Superior segment of D.O. Cava, which incorporates

strengthened sustainability requirements and environmental oversight. All Guarda Superior

wines are organically certified, and vineyard practices are closely monitored to ensure

traceability and compliance.

These measures align with broader European Union objectives around responsible agriculture

and sustainability.

Relevance for the U.S. Wine Market

As U.S. interest in premium sparkling wines and origin-focused classifications continues to

evolve, distinctions such as Guarda Superior Paraje Calificado and Elaborador Integral provide

insight into how structured classification systems contribute to quality differentiation within

traditional-method sparkling wines.

While Guarda Superior Paraje Calificado wines represent a limited portion of total production,

they illustrate the denomination’s broader evolution toward vineyard specificity, extended aging

requirements, and estate accountability. 

About D.O. Cava: D.O. Cava is a prestigious Denomination of Origin recognized for producing

some of the world's finest sparkling wines. Cava is known for its exceptional quality and

versatility, made using the traditional method, which involves secondary fermentation in the

bottle. Cava is celebrated globally and exported to over 100 countries, making it one of the most

exported sparkling wine in Europe. The regulatory body ensures rigorous standards are met to

maintain the excellence and authenticity of Cava, allowing it to consistently rank among the best

sparkling wines internationally.

EUROPEAN PROMOTION CAMPAIGN: In 2024, the European Promotion Program for D.O. Cava

and Jamón ConsorcioSerrano was launched. The goal is to increase the competitiveness,

consumption, and awareness of the high production standards of European Union agricultural

products in the U.S.
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