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The Advocacy Circle Highlights a Structured
Process for Addressing School
Accommodation Concerns

When complaints feel pointless, TAC gives
parents a structured escalation ladder to
restore access and accountability.

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,
March 19, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
The Advocacy Circle (TAC) is
highlighting practical steps families can
take to reduce friction and protect
access to accommodations noted in
Education Weeks' article regarding
Advocates on disability-rights
complaints - You can read about it
here.
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“From

Frustration to
Documentation

How families can protect student
access calmly.

When school accommodations aren't implemented as
promised, parents need structure—not pressure. A
clear escalation process restores accountability.

Parents of children with disabilities often hit a wall: the moment when advocating starts to feel
like a second job — and a lonely one. You've attended meetings, sent emails, tried to be
collaborative, and still the plan isn't implemented the way it was promised.

“ In that state of burnout, many parents ask a practical

A simple escalation ladder
keeps communication calm
and factual and helps
parents move from ‘I'm not
being heard’ to ‘here is the
documented record and the
next step.

question: “Is filing a complaint even worth it?” Education
Week recently highlighted advocates urging families not to
abandon disability-rights complaints - not because
complaints are easy, but because they can force clarity
when informal channels stall.

The real problem: escalation without structure

Dan Rothfeld Families sometimes escalate |n‘the m.oment
(understandably), after a breaking point. Schools then

frame the parent as “emotional” rather than addressing the underlying access problem. The fix
isn't to suppress emotion. The fix is to use a structured escalation ladder that keeps the focus on

the student.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://theadvocacycircle.com
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/parents-should-continue-to-file-disability-rights-complaints-say-special-ed-advocates/2025/11
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/parents-should-continue-to-file-disability-rights-complaints-say-special-ed-advocates/2025/11

A low-drama escalation ladder

1) Informal clarification (written): “Here’s what the
plan says. Can you confirm who is implementing and
when?”

2) Implementation check meeting: short agenda;
request notes and timelines.

3) Written refusal/alternative: if the school won't
provide a requested support, ask for the reason and
what it will offer instead.

4) Formal complaint (if needed): grounded in facts,
dates, and impact - not motives.

What families should do now

- Keep communications short, factual, and student-
centered.

- Document missed services and the impact on
access to learning.

- Avoid speculation about intent; focus on what
happened and what the student needs.

- If you're considering a complaint, prepare it as a
timeline: requests, responses, implementation gaps,
and impact.

Dan Rothfeld, Chief Operating Officer of
The Advocacy Circle

Parents shouldn't be shamed for using the systems that exist to protect students. The goal isn't
to “fight.” The goal is to restore access, timelines, and accountability — without burning out.

“Burnout is often a sign that the process has become unclear and repetitive. A simple escalation
ladder keeps communication calm and factual and helps parents move from ‘I'm not being
heard’ to ‘here is the documented record and the next step.” — Dan Rothfeld, COO, The
Advocacy Circle

About The Advocacy Circle (TAC):

The Advocacy Circle is an education-advocacy platform built to help families navigate special
education and school-based accommodations with clarity, structure, and confidence. TAC
provides parent-ready templates, documentation tools, and practical guidance designed to
reduce friction and help families communicate effectively with schools.

http://www.theadvocacycircle.com/

Disclaimer: TAC is not a law firm and does not provide legal advice. Information is general and
educational only. Outcomes vary by facts and jurisdiction.

Dan Rothfeld


https://theadvocacycircle.com/about-us/
http://www.theadvocacycircle.com/
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