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Tankless vs. Tank: NJ Plumber Breaks Down
the $4,000 Cost Question

Denville Plumbing Expert Shares Real
Installation, Efficiency, and Maintenance
Cost Data for Tank vs. Tankless Water
Heaters

‘,

DENVILLE, NJ, UNITED STATES, March

10, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Tankless water heaters promise

"endless hot water" and major energy
savings and for the right household,

they deliver. But Doctor Water Heater
owner Anthony Intile says most New
Jersey homeowners don't realize the

full cost picture before making the switch.
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The Real Numbers Tell the Story

After thousands of installations across Northern New Jersey, Doctor Water Heater has the data:
« Traditional gas tank water heaters cost $1,200-$4,500

“ installed in New Jersey

* Gas tankless systems run $3,850-$6,495 due to required

venting upgrades, gas line testing, and electrical

modifications

* Electric tankless units cost $1,100-$2,700 installed but

often require a $1,000-$3,000 electrical panel upgrade

Tankless systems are
excellent technology. We
install them regularly," Intile
says. "But homeowners
deserve the real numbers so
they can choose what's right
for their home, not just
follow the hype.”

Anthony J. Intile

Annual energy savings from tankless? Typically $100-$150.
At those rates, it can take 10-15 years to recoup the
upfront cost difference.

Understanding the Efficiency Differences

Not all water heaters are created equal when it comes to efficiency, and understanding the
differences helps explain the cost gap:

* Atmospheric tank water heaters vent into a chimney and operate at roughly 62% efficiency.
Approximately 90% of New Jersey homes currently use this type, and they do not qualify for


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.doctorwaterheater.com/

energy rebates.

* Power vent tank water heaters use a single exhaust pipe vented to the outside and reach
approximately 90% efficiency. These qualify for some energy rebates.

* Gas tankless systems use a two-pipe venting system (intake and exhaust) that allows them to
achieve up to 95% efficiency, the highest available. This is specifically why tankless units require
the more extensive venting work, and it's also why they qualify for the largest available energy
rebates.

"That 95% efficiency is real and it matters," Intile explains. "But the venting upgrades needed to
get there are a big part of why installation costs run 2X higher than a standard tank."

What Every Homeowner Should Know Before Deciding

Installation costs are higher. Gas tankless systems require a two-pipe venting system to achieve
their 95% efficiency rating. This venting overhaul, along with gas line testing and electrical
modifications, is why tankless installations typically cost about 2X more than a standard tank.

Tankless systems require more maintenance. Mineral buildup from New Jersey's hard water
requires professional descaling annually, typically costing $200-$300 per service. Tankless
systems also require a dedicated water filtration system to protect the heat exchanger. These
filtration systems typically cost $500-$850 and are required whether the unit is a tankless water
heater or a combi boiler.

By comparison, tank water heaters usually only require simple flushing about four times per
year, draining roughly five gallons of water from the bottom of the tank into a bucket. Many
homeowners do this themselves, or hire a professional plumber for approximately $175 per
visit.

NJ's cold winters are a factor. Incoming water temperatures can drop to 35°F, forcing tankless
units to work at maximum capacity. Undersized systems can struggle to keep up during morning
rush hour.

The payback period is long. At $100-$150 in annual energy savings, it can take a decade or more
to make up the cost difference, especially once you factor in the higher annual maintenance
costs.

When Tankless Is the Right Call

Tankless water heaters are the smart choice for the right situation. Doctor Water Heater
recommends tankless for:

* Large households (5+ people, 3+ bathrooms) with high hot water demand

+ Homeowners staying 10-15+ years who will benefit from long-term energy savings

+ Homes with multiple simultaneous showers where endless hot water is a real advantage

+ Homeowners committed to annual maintenance including yearly descaling and filter upkeep
"When the fit is right, tankless is a great investment," Intile says. "We install tankless systems



every week. The key is matching the right system to the right home."

The Smart Alternative: A Right-Sized Tank

For homeowners where tankless doesn't pencil out, a properly sized traditional tank still delivers
dependable hot water at a fraction of the upfront cost.

"A well-maintained tank water heater gives you 12-15 years of reliable service," Intile explains.
"And for homeowners looking to upgrade efficiency without going tankless, a power vent tank
gets you to 90% efficiency with a simpler installation and still qualifies for rebates."

Free Tankless vs. Tank Assessment

Not sure which system is right for your home? Doctor Water Heater offers complimentary
tankless suitability assessments. Licensed technicians evaluate your household size, hot water
usage patterns, water quality, and long-term plans to determine whether tankless or traditional
makes the most financial sense for your home.

Schedule your free assessment: (800) 275-8433 or doctorwaterheater.com

Service Area: Morris, Bergen, Passaic, and Essex counties — including Denville, Morristown,
Randolph, Parsippany, Montville, Mountain Lakes, Morris Plains, Ridgewood, Glen Rock, Franklin
Lakes, Wyckoff, Paramus, Wayne, Fairfield & surrounding communities.

About Doctor Water Heater

Serving NJ homeowners since 1991, Doctor Water Heater specializes in water heater installation,
repair, and maintenance, both tankless and traditional systems. NJ Master Plumber Anthony
Intile (#36B100847300) and his licensed team maintain a 98% HomeAdvisor recommendation
rate and 5.0 Angi rating with over 300 verified reviews across New Jersey.
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