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/EINPresswire.com/ -- Rattan furniture

has been used in homes for centuries,

and its appeal has never really faded.

Natural texture, handcrafted

construction, and a relaxed visual

weight make the rattan lounge chair

one of the more versatile pieces you

can bring into a living space. It works in

a boho living room, a minimalist

bedroom, a covered terrace, or a

poolside lounge area — and it rarely

looks out of place in any of them.

This guide covers what rattan actually

is, how it compares to similar

materials, what to look for when

buying for outdoor use, and how to

approach styling.

What Is Rattan?

Rattan is a natural fiber from a tropical climbing palm, grown primarily in Southeast Asia. It is

lightweight, flexible, and reasonably durable for its weight. The vines grow quickly, do not require

tree felling, and the material is biodegradable — which is part of why it has remained relevant in

an era when material sourcing matters more to buyers.

One thing worth knowing before shopping: rattan, wicker, and cane are often used

interchangeably, but they are not the same thing.

Rattan is the raw material. Wicker is a weaving technique — it can be applied to rattan, bamboo,

or synthetic fiber. Cane refers specifically to thin strips peeled from the outer layer of rattan,

typically used for seats and backrests, and produces a finer, more open weave than standard
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wicker.

In practice, when a chair is labeled

"rattan," it could be wicker-woven or

cane-woven. The distinction affects the

look and feel: wicker tends to look

denser and more solid; cane looks

lighter and more delicate. Neither is

better — they suit different spaces and

preferences.

Natural vs. Synthetic Rattan for

Outdoor Use

This is probably the most important

practical question for anyone buying

outdoor chairs. Natural and synthetic

rattan behave very differently when

exposed to the elements.

Natural rattan is well-suited to covered

terraces and verandas where it is

protected from direct rain and

prolonged UV exposure. In these

conditions, it ages well and develops a

pleasant patina over time. However, it

is not suitable for fully exposed

outdoor settings — persistent moisture

causes it to crack and weaken.

Synthetic rattan, also called poly rattan,

is engineered for outdoor conditions. It

resists UV rays, moisture, and

temperature fluctuation. It does not

age the same way natural rattan does,

and on close inspection the texture is

noticeably different — but for open

balconies, pool decks, and garden

seating areas, it is the more practical

choice.

When selecting outdoor chairs for an

exposed location, check the following:

Frame material. Aluminum is

lightweight and rust-resistant, making

it the standard choice for outdoor furniture. Powder-coated steel is stronger but heavier, and

requires proper coating to prevent corrosion.
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Cushion fabric. For outdoor seating, look for removable covers in a fade-resistant, water-

repellent fabric. This makes cleaning and seasonal storage significantly easier.

Weave quality. Look for even weave without protruding fibers or uneven joints. This affects both

appearance and longevity.

A well-chosen rattan chair for an outdoor setting, maintained with basic seasonal care, should

last a decade or more without significant deterioration.

Buying Rattan Furniture in Dubai

Dubai's climate and lifestyle create natural demand for rattan. Villas with private gardens,

apartments with large terraces, and hotel-style outdoor living areas are all common contexts

where rattan performs well. The combination of warm weather and indoor-outdoor living means

a rattan chair often needs to work in both settings simultaneously.

A few things worth checking before buying in Dubai specifically:

Chairs intended for outdoor use near pools or in direct sun should be synthetic rattan with

aluminum frames.

For air-conditioned interiors, natural rattan with a solid wood frame is a better fit aesthetically

and will not experience the stress of outdoor temperature swings.

A quality outdoor furniture collection will typically specify the rattan type and frame material

clearly — if it does not, it is worth asking.

High-quality rattan in this price category should last well beyond five years in Dubai conditions,

even with regular outdoor use.

How to Style a Rattan Lounge Chair

Rattan chairs tend to work well when given space rather than being crowded by other furniture.

A single lounge chair near a window, with a floor lamp and a side table, creates a functional

reading or rest area without visual clutter.

For a layered, textured look — particularly in boho or eclectic interiors — pair rattan with natural

materials: cotton cushions, jute rugs, ceramic vessels, unfinished wood. These materials share a

visual language that makes the combination feel intentional rather than assembled by accident.

In minimalist interiors, a rattan chair introduces warmth without disrupting the overall restraint

of the space. A clean silhouette in a neutral setting adds texture without adding visual noise.

For outdoor seating areas, the same logic applies. An outdoor rug, a couple of floor plants, and a

lantern or two can turn a simple terrace setup into a usable lounge space. Rattan pairs naturally

with wood in outdoor contexts — both materials have an organic quality that reads as cohesive

rather than mismatched.

The general principle is to keep the composition simple. A rattan lounge chair is a reasonably

expressive piece on its own. It does not require a lot of supporting elements to read well in a

space.
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