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Fern Lebo’s new memoir recounts Jan Blumenstein’s survival

through Auschwitz and Mauthausen, reminding readers why

“never again” must remain a living promise.

NEW YORK CITY, NY, UNITED STATES, March 11, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- As the echoes of history grow

louder in the present day, author Fern Lebo delivers a

searing and essential memoir with The Boy in the Back: A

True Story of Survival in Auschwitz and Mauthausen. The

book preserves the lived experience of Jan Blumenstein,

whose life stands as both a testament to human

resilience and a warning against historical amnesia.

What distinguishes the book is its relevance to the

present moment. Lebo draws a direct line between Jan’s

experiences and the unsettling resurgence of hatred and

violence in today’s world. Through Jan’s perspective,

readers are encouraged to confront contemporary

atrocities and the uncomfortable truth that history’s

darkest patterns are not confined to the past. The phrase

“never again,” the book suggests, is not a conclusion but

a responsibility.

Jan’s story begins on June 5, 1944—his sixteenth

birthday—when he and his family are forced from their

home and driven like livestock into cattle cars bound for Nazi concentration camps. What follows

is an unflinching account of terror, loss, and endurance as Jan survives the brutality of Auschwitz

and later Mauthausen, where survival itself becomes an act of resistance.

Lebo presents Jan’s experiences with clarity and restraint, allowing the truth of his journey to

speak for itself. From the dehumanization of transport trains to the daily struggle for life inside

the camps, The Boy in the Back captures the physical and psychological toll of the Holocaust

while honoring the strength required to endure it. The memoir does not soften the horror, nor

does it exploit it. Instead, it bears witness.

http://www.einpresswire.com


The memoir also offers a rare and moving contrast: the arc from unimaginable suffering to the

hard-won joy of a peaceful old age. Jan’s survival is not portrayed as triumphalism but as

perseverance—proof that even after profound trauma, life, meaning, and dignity can endure.

The inspiration behind The Boy in the Back lies in the urgency of remembrance. Lebo’s work

ensures that Jan Blumenstein’s voice is not lost to time and that future generations understand

the human cost of hatred, silence, and indifference. The book serves as both a historical record

and a moral call.

The book is now available—secure your copy here: https://a.co/d/3UUzhaD

For review copies, interview requests, or additional information, please contact:

Fern Lebo

BrightKey PR

fern@fernlebo.com
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