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Protected Lane Fallacy: Right-Hook Risks in
Expanding LA Bike Lanes

Los Angeles has invested heavily in
expanding this infrastructure as part of
broader multimodal transportation
initiatives.

PASADENA, CA, UNITED STATES, March
12, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As the
City of Los Angeles rolls out additional
protected bicycle lanes this month,
new attention is being directed toward
a recurring and often misunderstood
legal issue: intersection collisions
involving “right-hook” turns. While
protected lanes are designed to
enhance cyclist safety, legal
professionals caution that these lanes
do not eliminate risk at intersections.
In fact, many serious accidents occur
precisely where protected
infrastructure ends or intersects with
turning vehicle traffic.

Understanding the “Protected Lane”
Concept

Protected bicycle lanes, sometimes
referred to as separated bike lanes, are
physically delineated from vehicle
traffic by barriers such as curbs,
flexible bollards, parked vehicles, or
raised buffers. These lanes are
intended to reduce direct interaction
between cyclists and motor vehicles
along roadway segments.
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Los Angeles has invested heavily in
expanding this infrastructure as part of
broader multimodal transportation
initiatives. Research generally shows
that protected lanes can reduce mid-
block collisions and improve perceived
rider safety. However, protection often
diminishes or disappears at
intersections, where turning
movements occur.

It is at these intersections that the so-
called “Protected Lane Fallacy” arises:
the mistaken belief that physical
separation along a roadway
guarantees safety through cross-traffic
zones.

What Is a Right-Hook Collision?

A right-hook collision occurs when a
motorist traveling parallel to a cyclist
turns right across the cyclist's path,
striking the cyclist or causing evasive
maneuvers that lead to injury. In
protected lane scenarios, right-hook
accidents frequently occur when:

+ A driver merges across the protected
lane shortly before turning.

+ Adriver fails to yield to a cyclist
proceeding straight through an
intersection;

* Visual obstructions, such as parked
vehicles or lane buffers, limit visibility.
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Common Cycling Injuries in Pasadena

+ Signal timing or signage creates ambiguity regarding right-of-way.

Although protected lanes reduce certain categories of collisions, they may introduce complexity
at intersection design points. Drivers unfamiliar with the configuration may misjudge the
presence or speed of cyclists approaching from behind or alongside.

The Legal Framework Governing Intersection Collisions

Under California traffic law, both motorists and cyclists are subject to the rules of the road.
Drivers must exercise due care, yield appropriately, and avoid unsafe turning movements.
Cyclists, meanwhile, are generally entitled to use bicycle lanes and proceed straight through



intersections in accordance with traffic
signals and right-of-way rules. CYCLISTS INSURANCE

- Insurance guidance for cyclists
- Protecting your financial recovery

In right-hook cases, liability often
hinges on whether the motorist failed
to yield or turned without ensuring the
path was clear. However, intersection
collisions can present nuanced factual
disputes.

Courts and insurance adjusters may
consider:
+ The positioning of the cyclist within

the protected lane; & (626) 720-4am

* Whether traffic signals were Cyclists Insurance in Pasadena CA
obeyed;

+ Whether the motorist signaled intent

to turn;

« The timing of lane merges or right-turn entry;

* Visibility conditions at the time of the incident.

Although protected lanes create a designated space for cyclists, they do not grant absolute
immunity from fault allocation. Each case is assessed based on the totality of the
circumstances.

Common Legal Pitfalls in Right-Hook Cases

1. Misinterpretation of Infrastructure Design

One recurring issue is the assumption that the presence of a protected lane automatically
establishes driver liability. While drivers are often at fault in right-hook collisions, defense
counsel may argue that intersection design created shared responsibilities or contributed to
confusion.

For example, if a protected lane transitions into a mixing zone before the intersection, drivers
may contend that cyclists were required to anticipate merging traffic. Understanding the precise
roadway configuration becomes critical in evaluating the fault.

2. Comparative Negligence Arguments
California follows a pure comparative negligence system. This means that even if a driver is
primarily responsible, a cyclist's recovery may be reduced if the cyclist is found partially at fault.

In right-hook scenarios, insurers may argue that the cyclist:
* Failed to reduce speed approaching the intersection.

+ Entered the intersection during a changing signal phase;
+ Positioned themselves outside designated lane markings;



+ Did not anticipate foreseeable turning behavior.
Such arguments can reduce compensation even when a driver’s unsafe turn initiated the event.

3. Visibility and Obstruction Disputes

Protected lanes often run adjacent to parked vehicles or include physical barriers. While these
features enhance separation, they may also limit sightlines. Drivers may claim they did not see
the cyclist due to obstructions, while cyclists may assert that drivers failed to check mirrors or
blind spots.

Accident reconstruction experts are frequently engaged to evaluate line-of-sight angles, reaction
times, and approach speeds. Photographs, video footage, and intersection diagrams become
pivotal evidence.

4. Signal Timing Confusion
Some protected intersections incorporate separate bicycle signals or delayed right-turn phases.
When signal coordination is unclear, disputes may arise regarding who had the right-of-way.

If both parties claim a green indication, litigation may center on signal sequencing data and
municipal traffic engineering records.

The Role of Evidence in Protected Lane Collisions

Successful resolution of right-hook claims often depends on prompt evidence preservation.
Critical forms of documentation include:

+ Surveillance or traffic camera footage;

* Helmet or handlebar-mounted video;

+ Witness statements;

Police collision reports;

Photographs of lane markings and signage;

Event data recorder information from vehicles.

Because intersection design can evolve, documenting conditions immediately after a collision is
essential. Temporary signage, construction changes, or repainting may alter the scene within
weeks.

In addition, expert testimony may address whether the protected lane’s configuration met
applicable safety guidelines or created foreseeable hazards.

Insurance and Settlement Challenges

Insurance carriers evaluating right-hook cases may initially focus on vehicle damage patterns
and police narratives. However, adjusters also assess comparative negligence exposure and
potential jury perceptions.



Common settlement challenges include:

+ Disagreements over percentage fault allocation.
+ Disputes regarding preexisting injuries;

* Questions about compliance with traffic signals;
* Interpretation of lane design and markings.

Because protected lanes are relatively new in some areas, jurors and adjusters may lack
familiarity with their operational dynamics. A clear explanation of roadway design is often
necessary.

Infrastructure Expansion and Public Awareness

Los Angeles’ continued expansion of protected lanes reflects a broader commitment to
multimodal transportation planning. Public agencies aim to reduce traffic fatalities and
encourage sustainable commuting options.

Nevertheless, infrastructure improvements alone cannot eliminate intersection risk. Education
for both drivers and cyclists remains essential. Motorists must understand merging protocols
before turning across bicycle lanes. Cyclists must remain vigilant at intersection conflict points,
even within protected corridors.

Transportation planners increasingly emphasize “protected intersection” designs that
incorporate setback crossings and dedicated signal phases. Whether such measures will
significantly reduce right-hook incidents remains under ongoing evaluation.

Litigation Trends in Urban Bicycle Cases

As protected lane networks expand, legal disputes involving intersection collisions may rise
correspondingly. Courts are increasingly asked to interpret roadway design in conjunction with
statutory duties.

Emerging litigation themes include:

+ Allegations of negligent roadway design against municipalities;

* Analysis of driver distraction in urban settings.

+ Application of comparative negligence in mixed-traffic zones;

+ Assessment of cyclist expectations within protected corridors.

These cases often require multidisciplinary expertise, combining traffic engineering,
biomechanics, and legal analysis.

Risk Mitigation Considerations for Cyclists

While no measure guarantees prevention, cyclists navigating protected lanes may consider:
* Maintaining a predictable speed when approaching intersections;

* Observing the driver's wheel movement as an indicator of impending turns;

* Using active lighting and high-visibility gear;

* Positioning strategically within the lane for maximum visibility.



From a legal standpoint, consistent adherence to traffic signals and documented use of safety
equipment may reduce vulnerability to comparative negligence claims.

Preparing for Potential Legal Proceedings

When a right-hook collision occurs, timely legal consultation can assist in preserving evidence
and clarifying rights. Legal professionals may evaluate:

+ Whether the motorist breached statutory duties;

+ Whether the intersection design contributed to confusion.

+ Whether comparative negligence arguments are supportable;

+ Whether municipal liability considerations arise.

A thorough investigation at an early stage may influence negotiation leverage and litigation
strategy.

Infrastructure Is Not Immunity

Protected bicycle lanes represent meaningful progress in urban safety planning. However, they
do not eliminate the legal complexities surrounding intersection collisions. The “Protected Lane
Fallacy” underscores a critical point: physical separation along a roadway does not guarantee
protection at crossing points where turning vehicles intersect cyclist paths.

As Los Angeles continues infrastructure expansion, awareness of intersection dynamics and legal
responsibilities remains paramount. Both motorists and cyclists share obligations to exercise
reasonable care. When collisions occur, careful legal evaluation is necessary to navigate fault
allocation, insurance disputes, and evidentiary challenges.

About Thomas F. Forsyth

Thomas F. Forsyth is a California-based law practice focused on personal injury and civil
litigation, including cases involving bicycle collisions, intersection accidents, and insurance
disputes. The firm monitors evolving transportation infrastructure developments and analyzes
their legal implications for roadway users.

Through detailed case assessment and evidence-driven advocacy, Thomas F. Forsyth provides
representation to individuals involved in traffic incidents, addressing issues such as comparative
negligence, fault allocation, and claims negotiation. The practice serves clients throughout
California with offices in Pasadena and San Jose.
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