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An Up-Close and Accessible Way to Experience Sumo

Inspired by Edo Culture: Cuisine, Sake and Tradition

JAPAN, March 26, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- THE SUMO LIVE

RESTAURANT HIRAKUZA GINZA TOKYO,

operated by Hanshin Contents Link

Corporation, which has gained

international recognition, is attracting

strong interest from inbound visitors

ahead of Japan’s cherry blossom

season, with many performances fully

booked as travelers seek immersive

cultural experiences in Tokyo.

A New Cultural Experience in Tokyo

During Cherry Blossom Season

TOKYO — As Japan enters the peak of

its cherry blossom season and

welcomes a surge of international

visitors, travelers are increasingly

seeking experiences beyond traditional

sightseeing. Against this backdrop, THE

SUMO LIVE RESTAURANT HIRAKUZA

GINZA TOKYO (HIRAKUZA) is emerging

as a unique destination where visitors

can experience one of Japan’s most

iconic cultural traditions, sumo

wrestling, in an immersive and

accessible way.

Located in the heart of Tokyo’s Ginza

district, the venue offers a cultural

dining experience where guests can enjoy Japanese cuisine and sake while witnessing the power,
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rituals and spirit of sumo just meters

away. During cherry blossom season,

one of Japan’s busiest travel periods,

the venue has seen strong demand,

with many performances fully booked

as travelers look for deeper ways to

engage with Japanese culture beyond

viewing Sakura.

An Up-Close and Accessible Way to

Experience Sumo

Sumo has a long history and is widely

recognized as one of Japan’s most

iconic traditions. However,

opportunities to experience it firsthand

are limited. Official tournaments are

held only six times a year, each lasting

15 days, and tickets can be difficult to

obtain. For international visitors

traveling on varied schedules,

experiencing sumo can be especially challenging. HIRAKUZA was created to address this gap,

offering a year-round opportunity to experience sumo culture in a welcoming and accessible

setting.

At HIRAKUZA, live performances take place close to the audience, allowing guests to feel the

intensity, movement and ceremonial elements of sumo up close. Through live commentary and

storytelling, visitors gain a deeper understanding of the cultural background and traditions of

the sport. The performance is also structured around three core values central to Japanese

culture: Shin(mind,) Gi(technique) and Tai(body); Offering insight into the balance of discipline,

skill and physical strength that defines sumo and many traditional Japanese practices.

Inspired by Edo Culture: Cuisine, Sake and Tradition

The concept behind the venue, “EDO Spirit – Sumo & Culture Experience,” draws inspiration from

the Edo period (1603–1867), when Sumo flourished as a popular form of entertainment among

the general public. During this time, richly presented Japanese cuisine reflected a refined sense

of aesthetics and lifestyle. The dining experience at HIRAKUZA incorporates these elements,

featuring sake from the Nada region in Hyogo, one of Japan’s most renowned sake-producing



areas, which historically supplied high-quality sake to Edo and supported its vibrant food

culture.

This experience offers international visitors a rare opportunity not only to watch sumo, but to

feel its energy and gain a deeper understanding of its cultural significance. Located in Ginza, one

of Tokyo’s most prestigious districts of culture, commerce and entertainment, HIRAKUZA aims to

become a new destination for travelers seeking meaningful cultural experiences beyond

conventional tourism.

International Recognition and Future Vision

“Sumo is deeply rooted in Japanese culture, yet opportunities for travelers to experience it are

limited,” said a spokesperson for HIRAKUZA. “We wanted to create a place where visitors from

around the world can connect with its spirit and traditions. We hope that after experiencing

sumo here, guests will return to Japan and attend a official tournament to experience the real

thing.”

The performance concept has also gained international recognition. Presented as “The Sumo

Show HIRAKUZA,” the production was featured at the Adelaide Fringe Festival in Australia which

is one of the largest arts festivals in the Southern Hemisphere, where it received the Weekly

Award “Pick of the Week” on the final week of the festival. Across 33 performances, the show

attracted more than 10,000 attendees, demonstrating strong global interest in sumo as a cultural

experience.

HIRAKUZA will continue to create opportunities for visitors to experience traditional Japanese

culture, including sumo, while sharing the appeal of Japan’s cultural heritage with audiences both

in Japan and around the world.

About Us: THE SUMO LIVE RESTAURANT HIRAKUZA GINZA TOKYO

Location: B1F, Prime Ginza Yanagidori Building, 1-9-13 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo

Grand Opening: Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Seating Capacity: Approximately 150 seats

Show Times: 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM *2nd show from 8:30 PM – 10:30 PM scheduled for select dates

For more information, visit our official website: https://hirakuza.net/tokyo/

Official Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sumo.hirakuza.ginza/
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