
From Malaysia to Seoul: Aramco Innovation
Award Champions claim their prizes and visit
Korea's AI and robotics industry

WRO Future Innovators team SKYLUX from Malaysia

arrives in Seoul, South Korea.

Elson Kieu Chee Yang, Fung Ashley, and Tan Yi Xuan

were recognized for their project AlgaeVerse, a

robotic algae system designed to cool urban

environments, capture carbon, and generate clean

energy.

Team SKYLUX placed second at the WRO

2025 Final, received the 2025 Aramco

Innovation Award, and is spending a

week inside Seoul's robotics and AI

frontier.

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA, April 7, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Team SKYLUX

from Malaysia is in Seoul this week

after coming second in the 2025

Aramco Innovation Award – a special

award for the top teams in the World

Robot Olympiad (WRO) Future

Innovators category. Elson Kieu Chee

Yang, Fung Ashley, and Tan Yi Xuan

were recognized for their project

AlgaeVerse, a robotic algae system

designed to cool urban environments,

capture carbon, and generate clean

energy. The three students and their

coach arrived on April 5, together with

fellow Aramco Innovation Award

recipients, for a week of access to

engineers, researchers, academics, and

institutions at the leading edge of the

robotics and AI industry.

The prize is part of Aramco’s global

STEM commitment, in partnership with

WRO, which reflects its efforts to empower the next generation to imagine the future and build

it. Each year, thousands of students from over 100 countries participate in WRO programs, a

remarkable testament to how powerful collective learning can be.

http://www.einpresswire.com


The Aramco Innovation Award winners on stage at

the WRO 2025 international final

The schedule for three teams that

received the Aramco Innovation Award

includes a workshop with Aramco

subsidiary S-Oil, during which the

teams will learn about analytical

laboratories and explore how chemical

production processes power modern

technology. A visit to Naver 1784, the

world's first robot-friendly building,

which serves as a large-scale testbed

for advanced robotics, artificial

intelligence (AI), and cloud

technologies, is included. There,

students whose projects tackle real-

world problems through robotics will discover what the future looks like at scale. Team SKYLUX

and the fellow teams will also visit Doosan Robotics for basic training and hands-on experience

alongside engineers. They will also spend time at Seoul National University and Korea

University’s Department of Computer Science and Engineering for research-level engagement

with AI and robotics — exactly the kind of environment that inspires projects like AlgaeVerse.

“For me, this trip to Seoul is a chance to step out of the classroom and see how innovation really

happens. I’m especially looking forward to exploring robotics and AI up close, because it’s

inspiring to see how technology is applied in the real world. I think these experiences will help us

think more seriously about our future and connect back to our team’s goal of ‘doing nature’s

work where nature can’t reach.’ That way, we can apply what we learn to create meaningful

impact back home,” said Fung Ashley (16), Team SKYLUX, Malaysia.

Hussain N. Hanbazazah, Aramco Vice President of Communications Operations & Corporate

Citizenship, said: “At Aramco, we see STEM as a cornerstone of future advancment, and we aim

to expand access to high-quality STEM education by enabling young talent through strategic

partnerships worldwide. Our collaboration with the World Robot Olympiad reflects these

ambitions by equipping young minds with the skills, knowledge, and confidence to shape the

future. The Aramco Innovation Award celebrates the next generation of pioneers and problem-

solvers. Through the teams’ work, we witness what happens when imagination meets purpose

and when curiosity is given the chance to lead.” 

“WRO exists to show young people what they are capable of — every team that competes leaves

with more confidence and a clearer sense of what they can build. The Aramco Innovation Award

takes that further: for the top teams, a week inside Seoul's robotics and AI industry shows them

exactly where their ideas could take them,” said Claus Ditlev Christensen, World Robot Olympiad

Association Secretary General.

Ends



About the Future Innovators Category

Future Innovators is a project-based challenge in which student teams build robotic solutions to

real-world problems. In 2025, more than 5,700 teams across three age groups competed in the

Future Innovators category. 

About the World Robot Olympiad Association

World Robot Olympiad™ Association (WRO®) is a global non-profit that empowers over 175,000

young people across more than 100 countries through hands-on robotics challenges. The

competition helps students develop creative problem-solving skills while fostering international

collaboration and STEM leadership. Learn more: wro-association.org 

About the Aramco Innovation Award

The Aramco Innovation Award, presented in partnership with WRO, is an annual STEM prize

recognizing exceptional student-led robotics solutions from WRO’s Future Innovators category.

Now in its second year, the award celebrates youth-driven innovation with real-world relevance,

technical excellence, and social impact.
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