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Heritage Towns

Medieval architecture, UNESCO-
recognized handloom traditions, and
immersive craft experiences define this
central Indian destination

BHOPAL, MADHYA PRADESH, INDIA,
April 7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board is
bringing renewed focus to Chanderi, a
historic town that offers one of India’s
most distinctive heritage tourism
experiences, where centuries-old
handloom weaving and medieval
architecture are not preserved as relics
but lived as part of everyday life.

Located in the Ashoknagar district,
Chanderi is home to over 3,500
handloom weavers. Its skyline is
shaped by a 10th-century fort,
Bundela-era palaces, ancient Jain
temples, and intricately carved
stepwells (baolis), making it one of the
most culturally layered small towns in
central India.

Chanderi's handloom tradition defines
its identity. The town produces the
iconic Chanderi fabric, a handwoven
textile celebrated for its sheer texture,
lightweight weave, and subtle luster,

Chanderi: Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board
Spotlights One Of India’s Most Intact Living

Chanderi Fort - A Legacy in Stone

created through a delicate blend of silk and cotton. Practiced continuously for centuries, this
craft remains a vital source of livelihood for a large section of the local population. In 2014,
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Chanderi's weaving tradition was
included in UNESCO's Tentative List
under the “lconic Saree Weaving
Clusters of India,” recognizing not only
the craft but also the historic urban
fabric shaped by generations of
artisans. The fabric also holds a
Geographical Indication (GI) tag,
underscoring its authenticity and
regional significance.

Unlike industrial textile centers,
weaving in Chanderi is deeply
embedded within domestic spaces.
Homes are designed around open
courtyards to accommodate looms,
and architectural motifs often inspire
textile patterns, creating a seamless
dialogue between built heritage and
living craft traditions.

Chanderi is accessible by road from
Gwalior, approximately 240 km away,
and Jhansi, about 127 km away and the
nearest major railhead. Visitors can
explore the hilltop Chanderi Fort with
its sweeping views, the Bundela-era
Raja Rani Mahal, and a network of Jain
temples and baolis that reflect the
town'’s architectural richness.
Immersive weaver neighborhood walks
offer an opportunity to observe active
looms and engage directly with
artisans, while local cooperatives and
outlets provide access to authentic
Chanderi sarees and fabrics.

The best time to visit is between
October and March, when the weather
is most conducive to exploration.

For the Madhya Pradesh Tourism
Board, Chanderi represents a

Badal Mahal Gate - The 15th-century ceremonial
gateway

Chakla Baoli - an architecturally significant stepwell



compelling model of experiential and sustainable tourism, where heritage conservation and
community livelihoods reinforce each other. As travelers increasingly seek authentic,
community-driven experiences, Chanderi offers a journey that is both culturally enriching and
economically meaningful for local artisan communities. The town also forms part of Madhya
Pradesh'’s broader cultural circuit, alongside Orchha, Khajuraho, and Gwalior, each contributing
to the state’s rich and layered heritage narrative.

ZM

Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board
email us here

Visit us on social media:
LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

YouTube

X

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/904283142

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5680430
https://www.linkedin.com/company/madhya-pradesh-tourism/
https://www.instagram.com/mptourism/
https://www.facebook.com/MPTourism
https://www.youtube.com/@MadhyaPradeshTourism/featured
https://x.com/MPTourism
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/904283142
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

