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Global Anti-Wear Additives Market Outlook:
Asia-Pacific Leads Automotive Lubricants with
Chevron, Afton & Lubrizol

Global Anti-Wear Additives Market Poised |, . @ itives Market
to Reach USD 5.8 Billion by 2036, ZDDP ol Ancfys by e ey [Fact R
Maintains 51% Market Dominance

100%= 4.0 USD Billion

ROCKVILLE, MD, UNITED STATES, April
7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
global Anti-Wear (AW) Additives market
is entering a transformative phase,
projected to grow from USD 4.0 billion BoumeefociaMa eyt cent g ok oyt ey eearch

in 2026 to USD 5.8 billion by 2036, Anti-Wear (AW) Additives market
representing a steady CAGR of 3.8%.

According to the latest sector analysis,

the market remains anchored by the indispensable role of Zinc Dialkyldithiophosphate (ZDDP),
even as the industry pivots toward specialized formulations for electric vehicles (EVs) and high-
pressure industrial applications.
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Market Segmentation & Analysis

Chemistry: The ZDDP Stronghold

ZDDP remains the ""gold standard"" of anti-wear chemistry, expected to command 51% of the
market share in 2026.

Performance: Unmatched cost-to-performance ratio in high-pressure environments (valves,
camshafts).

Outlook: While ""Low-SAPS"" (Sulfated Ash, Phosphorus, and Sulfur) regulations pressure
traditional formulations, ZDDP's multi-functional role as both an anti-wear agent and antioxidant
ensures its continued dominance in heavy-duty and legacy ICE fleets.

End-Industry: Automotive vs. Industrial
The automotive sector is the primary volume driver, projected to capture 49% of the market by
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2026.
Automotive: Driven by API SP/ILSAC GF-6 standards and the rise of turbocharged engines.

Industrial: Significant growth in hydraulic fluids and gear oils for mining and construction, where
downtime costs necessitate premium wear protection.

Regional Growth Forecast (2026-2036)
The market exhibits a multi-speed recovery, with emerging economies outpacing mature
markets due to rapid industrialization.

Country Projected CAGR Market Characterization

China 4.5% High-growth; expansion of automotive manufacturing.

Brazil 4.2% Emerging; driven by heavy equipment and agriculture.

South Korea 3.7% Precision-focused; industrial manufacturing leader.

USA 3.6% Stable; focus on high-performance synthetic lubricants.

Germany 3.4% Mature; regulatory-led shift to bio-based additives.

Japan 2.8% Conservative; steady demand for high-tier lubricants.

Supply Chain & Competitive Landscape

The market is moderately consolidated, with a ""Tiered Supply Strategy"" where major chemical
conglomerates supply additive packages to global oil blenders and OEMs.

Market Leaders: The Lubrizol Corporation, Infineum, Afton Chemical, and Chevron Oronite.
Specialty Players: BASF SE and Evonik focus on synthetic and ashless AW components.

Supply Dynamics: Major blenders (Shell, ExxonMobil, TotalEnergies) increasingly demand ""drop-
in"" high-performance packages that reduce the need for multi-component blending.

Recent Strategic Movements:

BASF (2024-2026): Expanding capacity in Puebla, Mexico, to meet the surge in demand for aminic
antioxidants and AW components.

Lubrizol (2025): Launched Lubrizol® AH933ZF, a zinc-free hydraulic package for environmentally
sensitive mining/marine sectors.

Demand Drivers & Strategic Insights
Powertrain Evolution: The shift toward hybrids and EVs is creating a niche for low-conductivity,
high-speed gearbox anti-wear additives.

Extended Drain Intervals: Fleet operators are demanding lubricants that last longer, pushing the
boundaries of additive durability and oxidative stability.



Regulatory Pressure: Euro 7 and US EPA guidelines are forcing a move toward ""ashless"" anti-
wear technologies to protect sensitive exhaust after-treatment systems.

Risks & Investment Opportunities
Risks: Volatility in raw material costs (Zinc and Sulfur prices rose ~12-15% in recent cycles) and
the accelerating phase-out of internal combustion engines in Europe.

Opportunities: High-margin investment exists in bio-based anti-wear agents and
nanotechnology-based lubricants (e.g., carbon nanotubes or molybdenum-disulfide) which offer
superior friction reduction.
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