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Learn where cutting costs during a

kitchen or bathroom renovation can lead

to bigger problems for Tampa and

Orlando homeowners.

ORLANDO, FL, UNITED STATES, April 10,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Everyone

loves a good deal. When planning a

major home renovation in Tampa or

Orlando, it is natural to look for ways

to control the budget. Maybe that

means choosing a more affordable tile,

keeping the original sliding glass doors

a little longer, some homeowners even

consider hiring a handyman instead of

a licensed remodeling contractor.

"There is an important difference

between being careful with your

budget and cutting corners that create

bigger problems later," said Melanie

Carter, Senior Interior Designer at

Revive Design and Renovation. "Smart

remodeling focuses on making

thoughtful investments that improve

your home’s function, durability, and

long term value. Cheap remodeling

often means reducing costs in areas

that protect the structure of your

home. In Florida’s climate, shortcuts rarely stay cheap for long."

There are several areas where cutting costs during a renovation often backfires.

Skimping on Waterproofing:
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In Florida, humidity and moisture are constant

concerns. When renovating a bathroom or building a

new walk in shower, what happens behind the tile

matters far more than the tile itself. A lower cost

approach might involve standard drywall behind

shower walls or minimal waterproofing layers. It can

save a few hundred dollars during installation, but it

creates long term risk.

A better approach is installing a continuous

waterproofing system designed for wet areas. These

systems create a sealed barrier behind the tile that

helps prevent moisture from reaching the framing of

the home. When waterproofing fails, water can

reach wood framing, insulation, and subfloors. Over

time this can lead to mold growth and structural damage that requires demolition and full

replacement of the shower. In many cases, the cost of repairing that damage far exceeds the

money saved during installation.

Keeping Outdated Windows During a Major Renovation:

When remodeling a kitchen or living area, homeowners sometimes choose to leave older

windows and sliding glass doors in place to reduce costs. The challenge is that many of these

windows were installed decades ago and were not designed for modern energy performance.

Designing a beautiful new kitchen next to aging windows can create comfort issues. Drafts, heat

transfer, and poor insulation can force your air conditioning system to work harder, especially

during Florida’s hottest months. Replacing windows and sliding doors during a renovation often

makes sense because the surrounding walls may already be open.

Upgrading to modern impact resistant, low emissivity glass can improve energy efficiency,

strengthen storm protection, and create a more cohesive look in the remodeled space.

Hiring Unlicensed Labor:

Labor is one of the largest investments in any remodeling project, which is why some

homeowners look for lower cost options. However, hiring unlicensed or uninsured workers can

create serious risks. Moving plumbing lines, installing electrical wiring, or modifying structural

elements requires licensed professionals and permits in most Florida municipalities. If work is

completed without permits or inspections, it may create problems when selling the home or

filing an insurance claim.



Professional remodeling companies coordinate licensed electricians, plumbers, and other

specialized trades while also managing permits and inspections. This process helps ensure the

renovation meets local building codes and protects the homeowner from liability if something

goes wrong. While it may appear more expensive upfront, proper licensing and oversight help

prevent costly legal and repair issues later.

Ignoring HVAC When Opening a Floor Plan:

Open concept living spaces remain one of the most requested remodeling projects. Removing

walls can dramatically improve flow between the kitchen, dining, and living areas. But those walls

were often part of how the original HVAC system distributed air throughout the home.

If the ductwork and vent placement remain unchanged after the walls are removed, the result

can be uneven temperatures, stagnant air, and rooms that feel warmer or more humid than

others.

During a major renovation, it is often wise to evaluate the HVAC system at the same time.

Adjusting ductwork, relocating vents, or improving attic insulation while the space is already

open can help maintain consistent airflow and comfort. This type of planning is far easier and

more cost effective during construction than after the project is complete.

The Bottom Line:

A successful remodel is not about choosing the cheapest materials or the lowest labor cost. It is

about knowing where smart investments make the biggest difference. Waterproofing systems,

properly installed electrical and plumbing, efficient windows, and well planned HVAC layouts may

not be the most visible parts of a renovation. But they play a major role in how well your home

performs over time. When those foundational elements are done correctly, the finishes you

choose have the support they need to last.

At Revive Design and Renovation, our mission is Life Improvement through Home Improvement.

That means helping homeowners invest wisely in the parts of their home that truly matter so the

finished space is not only beautiful, but built to perform for years to come.

For anyone planning a kitchen remodel, bathroom renovation, or full interior update, scheduling

a free in-home consultation with Revive Design and Renovation is a helpful first step. The team

will visit your home, evaluate the space, and talk through your goals so you can understand the

best way to approach your renovation before construction begins.

About Revive Design and Renovation

Revive Design and Renovation is a family-owned remodeling company serving the Tampa and

Orlando areas. Known for trusted craftsmanship and exceptional client care, Revive combines

over 200 years of industry experience with a commitment to stress-free, detail-oriented

remodeling. Revive is also challenging industry norms by being upfront about timelines, and



potential challenges, while backing its work with customer reviews, white glove service and a

five-year full craftsmanship warranty. The company’s mission “Life Improvement through Home

Improvement” extends beyond the finished design, ensuring homeowners feel confident

throughout the remodeling process and with the final result. Recognized for its rapid growth and

excellence, Revive made the 2025 Inc. 5000 list of America’s fastest-growing private businesses

and the Tampa Bay Business Journal’s Fast 50. The company also earned a spot on Qualified

Remodeler’s 2025 Top 500 List, highlighting its leadership in interior design, kitchen, and bath

remodeling.

For more information visit: https://www.revivedesignandrenovation.com/
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