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Gov-Tech skills platform Flashpass raises

$4.25 million seed funding

Digital platform upskilling employees to succeed in a
fast-evolving jobs market closed its first funding round
as it looks to build an antidote to Al doomerism.

COLUMBUS, OH, UNITED STATES, April 9, 2026
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Elashpass, the digital skills
platform upskilling employees and students to
succeed in a fast-evolving jobs market closed its first
funding round as it looks to build an antidote to Al
doomerism and labor displacement.

The Columbus, Ohio-based tech startup has raised
$4.25 million in an oversubscribed seed funding
round, which closed on March 18th. It was led by
early-stage venture capital firm |2 Ventures, best
known for backing tech unicorns such as Oura Ring,
Aalyria, Apex, and Code Metal. Flashpass is now part
of this prestigious roster.

Christine Keung, general manager at J2 Ventures,
said: “Al is reshaping the workforce faster than

Emil Barr, Flashpass co-founder

institutions can keep up. Flashpass is closing that gap—translating labor market demand into

real pathways for workers to reskill and re-enter the economy. Hitting $4M in ARR in their first

year is a clear signal: this isn't theoretical—it's working. We're excited to back a team building
critical infrastructure for the future of work.”

Build technology that can
demonstrably help
governments lower
unemployment - on a local,
state, and even national
level”

round.

Emil Barr, co-founder

Seven Stars Ventures, the Al VC firm set up by OpenAl
investor Stephen Lee; RiverPark Ventures, founded by
seasoned entrepreneur Andy Appelbaum; and investment
company Uncommon Projects also participated in the

With this new investment, 23 year old Flashpass CEO and

Co-Founder Emil Barr promises to “build technology that


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.flashpasseducation.com/
https://www.j2vp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emil-barr/

can demonstrably help governments
lower unemployment - on a local, state,

and even national level". ?f ‘ a S h p a S S

Flashpass currently offers a range of
industry-recognized “micro-
certifications,” scholarships, and
educational programs in industries
ranging from oil and gas to defense technology. Later this year, they plan to roll out a proprietary
job matching engine.
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To advance this important cause, Flashpass will be investing these funds in new products that
ensure workers acquire skills reflective of constantly changing workplace needs. As such, the
company plans to upskill millions of workers over the next two years. Additionally, it'll explore
new market opportunities to fuel further growth.

Commenting on this record funding round, Flashpass Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer
Will Hinman said: “Investors expect rapid and sustained revenue growth, as we work to become
a household name in workforce tech.”

“We asked ourselves how we could embrace the benefits of Al while protecting against mass
worker displacement,” he said.

“Our platform gives everyday workers the tools they need to further their careers as inevitable
technologies progress. The interest and investments we've received from funds on both coasts
proves this an issue of national, not regional, concern.”

About Flashpass:

Flashpass helps upskill employees and students to meet the needs of the 21st-century job
market. With Flashpass, people can get industry-leading certifications in everything from
cybersecurity to natural energy. Additionally, it supports over 1,000 students at local training
centers and community colleges.

About J2 Ventures:

J2 Ventures is a Boston-based venture capital firm investing in technologies that advance both
commercial markets and U.S. national security. Led by veterans, scientists, and entrepreneurs,
the firm partners with early-stage companies developing critical innovations across advanced
computing, cybersecurity, communications, and healthcare. J2 portfolio companies have raised
more than $1 billion in follow-on capital and secured hundreds of millions in non-dilutive
government funding, underscoring the firm's mission to make innovation both scalable and
enduring.
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