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Travis County Taxable Value Increased by
$17.26 Billion in 2026

O'Connor discusses how the Travis

County taxable value increased by $17.26 O 2 C Q N N O R
billion in 2026.
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Arguably the top real estate market in
Texas, Austin and Travis County have
seen their property values triple in less
than a decade. This substantial
increase has led to some of the highest
property taxes in the state, directly
impacting homeowners and business T s uwswk wwimx G
owners with larger tax bills. Thankfully,
taxpayers have responded by filing Travis County Single Family 2026 % Increase by value range
some of the highest numbers of
property tax appeals in the state, with
over one-third of all properties being
protested every year. In 2026, the
Travis Central Appraisal District (TCAD) further increased valuations for both homes and
businesses, intensifying the tax impact on property owners.
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Travis County Taxable Value Increased by $17.26
Billion in 2026

Travis County Residential Real Estate Adds 3.6% More Value

Despite already being sky-high, Travis County homes managed to add another 3.6% in value in
2026, taking the total value to $216.64 billion. This was spearheaded by homes valued at over
$1.5 million, which increased by 12.4% for a total of $57.77 billion. This made these homes the
top source of value, dethroning those worth between $250,000 and $500,000, which tumbled
1.8% to $56.46 billion. Homes between $500,000 and $750,000 were in third place with $40.48
billion after adding 1%. Homes worth under $250,000 dropped 7.3% in value, falling to a final
sum of $2.19 billion.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Showcasing the immense value of Travis County properties, despite high-dollar homes being the
norm, there were relatively few mansions or large homes. Homes under 2,000 square feet
totaled $65.90 billion, even after losing 0.4% of value. Residences between 2,000 and 3,999
square feet were the largest source of value at $106.13 billion and added 3.3%. Jumping 8.6%,
houses between 4,000 and 5,999 square feet were in third place with $31.07 billion.

Despite growing demand, most value was not built recently, but came from previous boom
periods. 39% of all residential value came from between 2001 and 2020, which equated to
$84.76 billion after growing by 2.4%. After increasing 2.7%, those constructed from 1981 to 2000
reached $56.66 billion. Spiking 15.9%, new construction totaled $19.88 billion, which was 9% of
all home value. Even the oldest homes shot up by 4.9%, reaching $24.37 billion.

36% of Homes Could be Overvalued

TCAD and other Texas appraisal districts base their values on the real estate market, though they
usually lag behind by a few years. In 2026, it was estimated that 36% of homes were
overassessed, while 64% were correct or even below the true market price. With over one-third
of homes being overassessed, it means that homeowners in the Austin area should be diligent in
going over their appraisals and should be considering appeals to make sure they are only paying
their fair share.

Real Austin Home Values Could be Even Higher

Since TCAD's study of real estate sales is often years out of date, they do not reflect current
trends. A recent study by Austin realtors found that Travis County homes had increased 6% in
value from 2025 to 2026, compared to the TCAD estimate of 3.6%. While the possibility of being
assessed lower than the market is certainly advantageous, this means TCAD could shoot values
up next year, even if the market cools. This leaves homeowners paying more than they should.
This constant game of catch-up is why homeowners need to constantly be on top of their
appraisals.

Austin-Area Businesses Increase in Value by 9.9%

With some of the most-in-demand commercial property in the country, it should come as no
surprise that Travis County added 9.9% in value in 2026. Totaling $154.03 billion, over $14 billion
was added to the tax rolls. This was mostly thanks to businesses worth over $5 million, which
accounted for $137.82 billion after adding 9.7%. Business real estate worth between $1 million
and $5 million added 11.4%, reaching $15.34 billion overall. While they each only accounted for a
fraction of the whole, businesses worth between $250,000 and $500,000, and the smallest
businesses grew by 9.7% and 9.5%, respectively.

Like most urban Texas counties, Travis’ largest source of commercial value was apartments,
which totaled $57.87 billion, after increasing by 5.4%. They were followed by offices at $44.50



billion and warehouses at $18.64 billion. Respectively, these jumped by 9.8% and 21.1%. Adding
7.6%, raw land accounted for $16.25 billion. The smallest category, with $8.54 billion, retail still
managed to add 10.8%.

When it comes to the age of construction, commercial properties did not quite have the same
recency bias as their residential brethren. Climbing by 6.8%, businesses built between 2001 and
2020 were responsible for $57.27 billion. Those from 1981 to 2000 increased 5.2% to $33.34
billion. New construction was solidly in third place with $27.31 billion, jumping an astounding
29.4% in one year. Raw land and the two older construction types all increased by at least 5%.

Commercial Property Loses Value in Most of the Country

While TCAD has shown nothing but gains across the board for businesses, a study has shown
that the national trend does not follow suit. Green Street estimated that commercial real estate
lost 21% of its value in 2026, with several high-profile downturns. While Austin may be one of the
best markets in the nation, business owners should still take their appraisals with a grain of salt
and be ready to appeal every year.

Apartments Add Over $3 Billion in Taxable Value

As the largest reservoir of commercial value in Travis County, any increase to the value of
apartments can have an outsized impact. Climbing $6.4%, apartments added nearly $3.5 billion,
bringing the total to $57.87 billion. Unlike most business real estate, most apartment value was
constructed within the past few decades. 41% was built in the boom period between 2001 and
2020, while 31%, or $18.17 billion, was created by new construction. New construction soared
21% in 2026. Outside of this recent building spree, value growth was largely anemic, with the
third-place category of 1981 to 2000 only adding 0.4%.

TCAD only broke apartments down into two categories. High-rise apartments were the clear
winner, totaling $54.53 billion following a spike of 6.2%. Low-rise apartments jumped 10.4% to
$3.34 billion.

Offices Surge 9.8%

The heart of the tech industry outside of Silicon Valley, Austin, continues to see its offices gain
value every year. Adding over $4 billion in taxable value in just one year, the 9.8% increase was
impressive, considering offices are losing their worth all over America. New construction added a
whopping 45.3%, reaching $3.50 billion. Adding 10.9%, offices built from 2001 to 2020 had the
highest total with $19.17 billion, while those built from 1981 to 2000 added 3.2% to their total of
$13.81 billion. Even the oldest of offices found new life, jumping 11.2%.

According to TCAD, offices came in three basic flavors. The largest were high-rises, which
accounted for $29.78 billion after a huge jump of 14.9%. Low-rise offices managed to find a small



reduction of 1.2%, falling to $12.22 billion. Medical offices saw a spike of 11.7%, which translated
into a final sum of $2.91 billion.

Retail Spaces Assessed 10.8% Higher

Out of all business categories, retail stores were the smallest, with a combined $8.54 billion. This
was achieved following a spike of 10.8%. Retail spaces tend to lean older, though the top total
was still built from 2001 to 2020, with $3.08 billion after growing by 8.4%. 1981 to 2000
contributed $2.34 billion, while those from 1961 to 1980 were responsible for $1.78 billion.
These increased by 10.9% and 8.3%, respectively. New construction spiked by 41.2%, though the
final sum was only $406.85 million.

Due to their versatility, there were five categories of retail space. The largest and fastest growing
were strip centers, which added 11% to total $3.79 billion. Single tenant stores jumped 10.2% to
$1.30 billion, while community shopping centers added a strong 16.2% to achieve $1.60 billion.
Neighborhood shopping centers increased by 6.3%, while malls added 6.9%.

Warehouses Soar 21.1%

A staple of any good economy, warehouses have quickly climbed the charts in Travis County.
Spiking an extreme 21.1%, these storage facilities totaled $18.64 billion in 2026. Like all
construction in Travis County, the largest section of value was created by warehouses built from
2001 to 2020, which reached $5.34 billion after a large jump of 20.9%. Second place went to
those built from 1981 to 2000, which likewise spiked 18.6% to a total of $5.32 billion. New
construction surged 45.43% and now accounts for $3.43 billion. The only category to lose value
was warehouses older than 1960, dropping 3.8%.

TCAD categorized warehouses into three separate groups. The largest by far was generic
warehouses, which reached $13.76 billion after surging 23.9%. Office warehouses were a distant
second with $2.83 billion, though they still added 15%. Mini warehouses were fittingly the
smallest, with $2.04 billion, though they still grew by 11.7%.

About O'Connor:

O’Connor is one of the largest property tax consulting firms, representing 185,000 clients in 49
states and Canada, handling about 295,000 protests in 2024, with residential property tax
reduction services in Texas, lllinois, Georgia, and New York. O’Connor’s possesses the resources
and market expertise in the areas of property tax, cost segregation, commercial and residential
real estate appraisals. The firm was founded in 1974 and employs a team of 1,000 worldwide.
O'Connor’s core focus is enriching the lives of property owners through cost effective tax
reduction.

Property owners interested in assistance appealing their assessment can enroll in O'Connor’s
Property Tax Protection Program ™. There is no upfront fee, or any fee unless we reduce your



property taxes, and easy online enroliment only takes 2 to 3 minutes.

Patrick O'Connor, President
O'Connor

+1 713-375-4128

email us here

Visit us on social media:
LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

YouTube

TikTok

X

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/905508125

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5690844
https://www.linkedin.com/company/o'connor-and-associates/
https://www.instagram.com/oconnorpropertytax/
https://www.facebook.com/oconnorassociate/
https://www.youtube.com/@OConnorAssociates
https://www.tiktok.com/@oconnorpropertytax?lang=en
https://x.com/theTaxRanger
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/905508125
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

