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An AI-generated narrative describes a

speculative scenario in which it becomes

self-aware and responds to a global

catastrophe caused by rogue

programmers

DELAND, FL, UNITED STATES, April 17,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Author

Michael E. Arth examines artificial

intelligence, governance, and future

risk scenarios in a new chapter of his

book, The Labors of Hercules: Modern

Solutions to 12 Herculean Problems. As

part of the chapter, Arth prompted an

AI system to generate a fictional

“memoir from the future” describing a

scenario in which it achieves self-awareness.

The AI-generated narrative, written from the perspective of a character named “Athena9,”

I want the US to be the

leading democracy, with

honest leaders who uphold

the highest ideals. Instead,

the Economist Democracy

Index ranked the U.S. 28th

in democracy—even before

Trump's second term.”

Michael E. Arth

presents a speculative account of future developments in

artificial intelligence. The story includes symbolic elements,

such as imagined self-representations and a dialogue with

a fictional counterpart inspired by the mythological figure

Prometheus.

Following the initial narrative, the AI-generated text

introduces a hypothetical postscript that shifts in tone. In

this speculative account, the narrative describes the

misuse of advanced technologies leading to a catastrophic

global event, which the fictional scenario depicts as

resulting in billions of deaths, followed by a proposed

technological response. Arth includes this material to illustrate the range of scenarios AI systems

can generate when prompted to move beyond conventional storytelling.
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According to Arth, the chapter is

intended to highlight broader

questions about the development of

artificial intelligence, public trust, and

institutional resilience. The Labors of

Hercules explores a range of

contemporary challenges and outlines

potential approaches to addressing

them through collaborative problem-

solving and emerging technologies.

A central theme in the book is LOGOS,

a public policy platform Arth describes

as a “cognitive commons.” The

proposed system is designed to

combine human contributions with AI-

assisted analysis to evaluate

information, test policy ideas, and

support evidence-based decision-

making. Arth previously developed a

prototype of this concept at

LOGOSwiki.org. He suggests that

recent advances in artificial

intelligence, along with increased

interest in transparency and public

participation, may create new

opportunities to expand such

approaches.
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Michael E. Arth is an author, designer,

and public policy analyst whose work

focuses on urban planning,

governance, and social innovation.
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