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Where Tension Becomes Space: A New
Direction at Milano Design Week 2026

An immersive intervention by Elena Brovelli across
SAG'80 and Maxalto interiors, where hidden tensions
reshape the experience of domestic space.

MILANO, M, ITALY, April 21, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/
-- At the Milano Design Week 2026, where
contemporary living is continuously rewritten
through objects, surfaces and layered narratives,
some interventions choose a more nuanced
approach: rather than adding, they subtly recalibrate
the very conditions of domestic space.

It is within this framework that "Study in Tension" by
Elena Brovelli unfolds, presented across two
apartment-showrooms on Via Boccaccio. Here,
SAG'80 which represents the artist within its
collection, engages in a refined dialogue with
Maxalto and Arclinea, shaping a composed and
quietly assured vision of contemporary luxury.

A Portal by Elena Brovelli reshaping the
perception of domestic space in Milan

In a week marked by site-specific interventions such

as Lina Ghotmeh's work at Palazzo Litta, alongside

the immersive environments of Kerakoll and Seletti, Brovelli's contribution stands apart through
a near-radical gesture: the deliberate withdrawal of visual noise in favour of perceptual tension.

Her Portals—elastomeric surfaces stretched to the point of revealing concealed presences, do
not merely inhabit space; they suggest that something within the domestic object is quietly
shifting. This is no longer a question of form, but of pressure, an invisible force acting upon both
matter and function.

Positioned within living and kitchen environments—among sofas, tables and surfaces designed
for everyday inhabitation, these works behave as controlled anomalies. A subtle protrusion, a
contraction, a point of resistance: each introduces a minimal yet persistent disruption,
recalibrating the reading of the entire space.

It is here that the project reveals its most compelling dimension. This is neither art placed within


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.fuorisalone.it/it/2026/eventi/7467/STUDY-IN-TENSION-by-Elena-Brovelli-x-SAG80

design nor design borrowing from art, but rather a shared
“ language in which tension becomes a transversal
principle—one that moves seamlessly between object and
environment.

The work does not enter the
space; it alters its
conditions, introducing a
tension that reshapes how
the domestic environment is
experienced”

Curated by Beyond, the project is handled with notable
restraint, avoiding any overt narrative framing. Nothing is
over-explained; instead, the work is allowed to operate,
much like the most resolved interiors, where meaning
emerges through relationships rather than declarations.

Elena Brovelli

In this context, luxury shifts from display to control. It is no longer about accumulation, but
precision. And Brovelli's Portals operate exactly within this register: they do not decorate
domestic space, but reveal its latent tensions.

The result is an environment that does not simply host its inhabitants, but—subtly, almost
imperceptibly, responds to them.

In a Design Week increasingly defined by spectacle, this kind of restrained intensity may well
signal one of the most sophisticated directions in contemporary design.

Elena Brovelli
Artistic Direction
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