
Eric Valdespino Explores the Hidden Cost of
Pain in a New Novel Marium’s Ivory Box

In the U.S., literary agents collectively receive

hundreds of thousands to over a million query

submissions per year. Only a small percentage (often

less than 1%) lead to representation. An even smaller

fraction are eventually published traditionally.

A Dark Meditation on Pain and

Transformation

LAS VEGAS, NV, UNITED STATES, May

11, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Some

stories arrive quietly. Others refuse to

stay hidden.

Marium’s Ivory Box is one of those

stories.

At first glance, Marium Stone seems

distant from the world around her.

Years of physical pain, emotional

exhaustion, and silent disappointment

have shaped her into someone

guarded and practical, someone who

survives by expecting very little. Yet

that is exactly what makes her

unforgettable. Readers recognize

themselves in her, not because they

share her circumstances, but because

they understand what it means to carry

pain for so long that it changes the way you move through life.

Marium’s voice is sharp, observant, and deeply human. She doesn’t offer easy optimism or

dramatic reinvention. Instead, she questions everything, including the possibility of relief itself.

As her story unfolds, glimpses of vulnerability emerge beneath the hardened exterior, creating a

character who feels honest rather than idealized. Her transformation is compelling precisely

because she resists it.

At the heart of the novel lies a haunting question:

What if pain never truly disappears? What if it simply moves from one person to another?

That single idea turns the promise of healing into something morally unsettling. In Marium’s
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An 82-year-old woman living alone in

New York buys a mysterious ivory box.

What begins as a miracle soon reveals

a hidden cost—one tied to pain,

transformation, and a force that does

not heal, but transfers what it cannot

contain.

Ivory Box, relief is not a miracle. It is a transaction,

and every gain carries a cost.

Blending emotional depth with a gripping speculative

premise, the novel explores both intimate personal

struggles and larger forces quietly at work beneath

the surface. As Marium begins to regain her youth,

she is drawn back into a life she had long abandoned.

But the mysterious ivory box, unexplained

disappearances, and growing scrutiny surrounding

her suggest that something far greater is unfolding.

What begins as one woman’s search for relief evolves

into a larger mystery about suffering, responsibility,

and the price of restoration. Piece by piece, readers

discover that nothing in this story is accidental.

That layered tension gives Marium’s Ivory Box the

ability to cross genres and borders alike. Its

combination of speculative intrigue and emotional

realism speaks to readers who want more than

escapism. It invites discussion, interpretation, and

connection across cultures.

Now, the future of the novel rests on a single

moment.

One decision determines whether Marium’s Ivory Box remains private… or begins its journey

into the world, where stories like this have a way of finding the readers who need them most.

What keeps readers

engaged is the revelation

that nothing in the story is

accidental. The box, the

disappearances, and the

growing attention around

her all point to something

larger.”

Eric Valdespino

Marium’s Ivory Box is now available on Amazon/KDP.

About the author:

Eric Valdespino is an author of cinematic, emotionally

driven fiction that blends action, depth, and atmosphere.

His writing draws readers into immersive worlds where

tension feels real, characters are layered, and every

moment carries weight.

Approaching storytelling as an artist, Valdespino crafts

each scene with precision—balancing intensity with insight

and action with meaning. His work explores the resilience
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The truth is this: the ivory box does not heal. It

responds to pain. It transfers it. When suffering

reaches a certain threshold, it moves those who carry

it into another realm.

of the human spirit, the mysteries of

consciousness, and the space where

reality meets the unknown.

Spanning high-stakes military thrillers

to speculative science fiction, his

stories are grounded in a central idea:

even in the darkest moments,

something human endures.

Eric Valdespino
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